B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

m

vvvvvvvvvvvvv

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

No. Question as received Translation (if the case) Reply
l. Eligibility of applicants
Fundatia noastra are sediul social in | Our NGO is situated in Bucharest, but [ In case you have exclusive
Bucuresti, dar proiectul pe care | the project is related to social inclusion | competences (proven by legal
doreste sa-l promoveze se refera la |and has national applicability. The | documents) in the eligible area you
incluziunea sociala si are arie de | question is: in case we identify an NGO | may apply.
aplicabilitate nationala! Intrebare: in | from one of the eligible regions in|In case you do not have exclusive
cazul in care identificam un ONG | Bulgaria, can we apply? competences you still may apply, but the
1.1 partener dintr-una din regiunile in a ceiling of 20% (from the project

eligibile din Bulgaria, putem aplica la
acest program?

budget) for the partner(s) outside the
eligible area.

Irrespective of the above mentioned, the
activities that take part outside the
eligible area cannot exceed 20% from the
budget (also at project level)
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Rugamintea este sa ne precizati daca
sucursala unui  Institut  National
(institutie de drept public cu sediul
central in  Bucuresti), sucursala
deschisa in zona transfrontaliera RO-
BG, organizata ca entitate legala fara

Please clarify if the branch of a legal
institute (Public body with headquarters
in Bucharest), the branch is opened in
the eligible area and it is organized as a
branch without legal personality is
eligible according to the provisions of

No, a branch without legal personality is
not eligible, the branch should have legal
personality in order for it to be eligible.
However, there are other options in your
case, according to the provisions of the
Guide.

1.2 personalitate  juridica, corespunde | the Applicant’s Guide (page 22 out of
definitiei din Ghidul Aplicantului la | 58): ,local/regional branch offices with
prezentul apel de proiecte din cadrul | legal statute (legal entity)”.
Programului Interreg V-A Romania-
Bulgaria (pag. 22 din 58), respectiv
»local/regional branch offices with
legal statute (legal entity)”.
Daca Fundatia nostra identifica un |If our NGO (same NGO as above) | You may select up to 5 partners, either
partener roman dintr-una din regiunile | identifies a Romanian partner in one of | Romanian or Bulgarian.
1.3 eligibile romanesti, si de asemenea un | the Romanian eligible regions, and also

partener bulgar dintr-una din regiunile
eligibile bulgaresti, poate participa la
acest program?

a Bulgarian partner in one of the
Bulgarian eligible regions, can we apply?
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Va rugam sa ne precizati daca
Institutele de Cercetare- Dezvoltare si
institutiile de invatamant din afara
ariei de acoperire a Programului sunt
eligibile, din punct de vedere al
locatiei, sa aplice pe programul nou
lansat.

Please clarify if the Institutes for
Research and Development and
educational institutions from outside
the coverage area of the Programare
are eligible, in terms of location, to
apply for the newly launched program.

If the institutions have exclusive
competence (as evidenced by legal
documents) within the eligible area, can
apply under the Interreg V-A Romania-
Bulgaria Programme;

If the institutions do not have exclusive
competence, can apply under Interreg
V-A Romania-Bulgaria Programme but
within a ceiling of 20% (of the project
budget) for partner / partners outside
the program area;

Nevertheless, activities that take place
outside the program area may not
exceed 20% of the budget (also at
project level).
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In concrete - could you please, clarify
the meaning of “branch offices with
legal statute (legal entity)”? As a
Bulgarian entity, with headquarter in
Sofia, if it registers a local branch in
one of the Bulgarian eligible regions,
the branch will have a legal statute, but
will not have new VAT number of own
identity, because it will be part of the
structure of the main organization. In
this case is it the local branch an
eligible organization according to the
programs guidelines and can it be
considered as beneficiary with the same
status as the entities registered in the
eligible areas?

Regarding the meaning of “branch office
with legal statute (legal entity)” from
the Applicant’s Guide for the first call for
proposals in the context of Interreg V-A
Romania-Bulgaria Programme, we inform
you that according to the Applicant’s
Guide provisions, the local branch in one
of the Bulgarian eligible regions should
have legal personality in order to be
eligible. It is not a problem if the VAT
number will be a unique number for the
whole organization according to the
legislation in force.
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In cazul in care un institut de cercetare
are un punct de lucru cu personalitate
juridica in zona transfrontaliera RO-BG
este obligatoriu ca personalul cuprins
in proiect sa lucreze efectiv in punctul
de lucru respectiv?

Daca aplicantul nu este situat in aria
eligibila poate participa la proiect ca
Lead-Partner, chiar in limita a celor
20% din valoarea proiectului?

If a research institution has a branch
with legal personality in RO-BG border
area is it necessarily for the project
staff to work actually in this branch?

If the applicant is not located in the
eligible area can it participate in the
project as Lead Partner, even within
the limits of the 20% of the project
value?

Please be informed that the
expenditures related to staff shall be
reimbursed as flat rate, therefore, the
Programme bodies shall not check the
any of the documents for reimbursing the
expenditures. You have the entire
responsibility regarding those
expenditures and you should observe the
national legislation.

It is expected that applicants use their
own staff in implementing the project.
There is no restriction regarding the
quality of the applicant (Lead
beneficiary or beneficiary) as regards the
participation in the project.
Nevertheless, all  the provisions
mentioned in the Applicant’s Guide need
to be respected, especially those related
to the restrictions of the budget and the
location of activities.

Is it eligible for an organization to apply
simultaneously:
- along two priority axis with one/two
different projects;

along one priority axis with two
different projects.

Yes, an organization can apply
simultaneously on one/two priority axis
with one/two different projects. Please
be aware that according to the Applicant
Guide one beneficiary cannot
simultaneously have more than four
projects in implementation.
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The nongovernmental organizations
(foundations) in Bulgaria could be
registered for public benefit or for
private benefit. Are both types of the
Bulgarian NGOs eligible according to the
requirements of the Romania Bulgaria
Cross Border Cooperation Programme’s -
Call for proposals no.1?

According to the Applicant’s Guide, the
applicants must be:

Romanian or Bulgarian non-profit
making bodies/organizations, legally
established according to the national
legislation of the state on whose
territory they are located;

Be non-governmental
organizations (associations or
foundations).

Also, in accordance with the Bulgarian
legislation both types of Bulgarian NGOs
/registered for public benefit or for
private benefit under the Juridical
Persons with Non-Profit Purposes Act/
fulfill the conditions mentioned in the
Applicant’s Pack.

One of the requirements of the program
is the previous EU financing experience
of the beneficiary to be described in
the Application form? Will the previous
experience of the applicant as a
subcontractor in EU funded projects be
consider eligible or the applicant
organization must had been a
beneficiary (Lead partner or partner) of
previous EU funded project/projects?

Please be informed that the applicants
are requested to mention in the
Application Form their experience in
implementing EU funded projects as
beneficiary (either as Lead Partner of
Partner). Nevertheless, this is not an
eligibility criteria.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

HILtCeIrey -

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

1.10

Which administrative structures by
Romania are eligible under the
program? According to their territorial
division are the communes and towns
included in the relevant municipalities?
This is important for us with regard to
the question who can be eligible
beneficiary under the program. Can you
specify which communes and towns in
the respective municipalities/
administrative regions of Constanta,
Mehedinti, Dolj, Olt, Teleorman,
Giurgiu and Calarasi can be
beneficiaries of the program?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the applicants must
fulfill a set of criteria in order to be
eligible. Among the potential eligible
beneficiaries of the Programme, the
Applicant’s Guide mentions
local/regional/national authorities.
Therefore, all towns and communes are
among the potential eligible applicants,
provided they respect all the provisions
of the Applicant’s Guide regarding
eligibility.
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.11

About the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of second and third class
roads, by the Bulgarian law, The
Programme beneficiary should be RIA
(Road Infrastructure Agency) separately
or the relevant municipality could
implement the reconstruction and
rehabilitation in partnership with RIA?

The Guide states that the applicant
should be the owner of the land/or
building or the applicant has received
the land and/or building is in concession
or holds any other right under the real
property law. Therefore, the applicant
should have the legal right to
construct/modernize the road for which
it requests financing under the
Programme. This does not exclude, on
the other hand, the participation of
other institutions in the project as
applicants provided their participation is
justified in terms of activities proposed
and is in line with the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide.

.12

In how many projects can one
organization be a leading partner?

According to the Applicant Guide one
beneficiary cannot simultaneously have
more than four projects in
implementation. However, there is no
restriction concerning the number of
projects submitted by a beneficiary
(involved either as a Lead Beneficiary or
partner in a project).
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1.13

In connection with the search and
establishment of collaborative
partnerships for project application,
could you please tell me where to
obtain information on potential partners
from Bulgaria and Romania? Also, does
the program include organized peer
forums in which eligible beneficiaries
from both countries can be met and
contacts established? Is the time and
place clear and when will be announced
the carrying out of the information
campaign in Vidin, Vratsa and Montana?

Starting with the 15th of April 2015 and
up until the 11th of May 2015 the
Programme bodies organize a caravan in
each district and county from the eligible
area. These events can also be used for
creating partnerships.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

HHILCTITICYy -

EUROPEAN UNION

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

1.14

Monaga nu B obxBaTta Ha [lpuoputeTHa
oc 1 nbT RSE 2107 ot KM 0+000 go KM
9+100?

YyactbkbT OT nbT RSE 2107 oT KM
3+800 po kKM 9+100, Moxe nu ga ce
cyMTa 3a OCuMrypsBall, AoCTbn A0
KYNTYPHU, MCTOPUYECKM WM NPUPOLHM
3abeneXUTEeNHOCTU, NpU YC/loBUE, 4e
cTMra A0 AbpXaBeH NbT, a OT Tam
3ano4ysa NbT RSE 1108, KoMTO
HernocpeaCcTBEHO BOAM A0 WMBaHOBCKM
CKa/IHU LbpKBU?

Is the part of the road RSE 2107 from
km 0+000 to km 9+100 eligible under
the 1 priority axis?

Can we consider part of the road RSE
2107 from km 3+800 to km 9+100 as
providing access to the cultural,
historical or natural heritage providing
that the part of the road leads to the
state road from where another road RSE
1108 starts, leading directly to the rock
church of Ivanovo (a historical and
cultural heritage area)?

Your questions are very specific and
concern mainly eligibility of actions. You
must be aware that only the assessment
working group and the Monitoring
Committee of the Programme will be in
position to decide on particular action
and JS cannot give a prior opinion. Thus
equal treatment of applicants will be
respected. You are advised to read
questions and answers published on the
Programme site, and in particular
“Eligibility of actions” part.

Thus, according to the applicant guide
provisions:

The applicant guide states, that roads
proving cross border impact and
connecting secondary or tertiary nodes
to TEN-T infrastructure (core or
comprehensive) will be financed under
Priority Axis 1.

So, in order to be considered eligible,
the part of the road RSE 2107 from km
0+000 to km 9+100 must observe this
requirement of the applicant guide.
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The applicant guide states that
Modernizing/constructing roads to
natural and cultural heritage interest
points that will be part of a cross-border
tourism product shall be considered
eligible for funding under Priority Axis 2.

Thus, in order to be eligible under this
priority axis, the
modernization/construction of the road
should be related to a better access to a
natural or cultural heritage interest
point that must be part of an integrated
cross-border tourism product. Also, the
applicant must clearly demonstrate that
this modernization/construction of the
road has a direct contribution in
achievement of these IP objectives.

Also, please be aware that the
modernization/construction of the road
cannot be itself the objective of an
operation under PA 2, but a part of a
project whose objective is related to the
improvement of the sustainable use of
natural heritage and resources and
cultural heritage.
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1.15

B HacokuTe 3a KaHAMAaTCTBaHe eAHa OT
AOMNYCTUMMUTE AEMHOCTM MO
MpuopuTeTHa oc 2 ,,3eneH permoH*,
CneumduryHa uen 2.1 lNMogobpasaHe Ha
YCTOMYMBOTO M3MO/I3BAHE HA pecypcuTe
U MPUPOAHOTO U KY/ITYPHO HacNeaCcTBO
e: 6. PEKOHCTpYKLMA Ha KyNTypHa
MHpaCTPYKTypa:, Bb3CTaHOBABAHE U
nonynspusMpaHe Ha Ky/aTYpHU
namMeTHMUM Bb3 OCHOBaTa (OCHOBAHM)
Ha pefieBaHTHM TPaHCTrPaHMYHM
cTpaTeruu/KoHuenumu.

B 1031 cMMCBA, gonycTMMO /v e 3a
(p1HaHCMpaHe PeKOHCTPYKUMA Ha
YyutTanuila, MIageXKM JOMOBE Mo
MporpamaTta, KaTo 06EKTH OT
Ky/ATypHaTa MHMPaCcTpyKTypa UM e
A0NYyCTUMO CaMO Bb3CTaHOBABaHE U
nonynspusMpaHe Ha Ky/aTYypHHU
nameTHUUM (KyNTypHa

MHpPaCTpYKTypa)?

In the Applicant s guide under Priority
Axis 2 - A green region, Specific
Objective 2.1 To improve the
sustainable use of natural heritage and
resources and cultural heritage one of
the indicative operations is: 6.
Reconstructing cultural infrastructure:,
recovery and promotion of cultural
monuments based on relevant cross-
border strategies/concept.

Is reconstruction of cultural
clubs/community centers, youth centers
(as objects of the cultural
infrastructure) eligible for financing
under the Programme or only recovery
and promotion of cultural monuments
(cultural infrastructure) are eligible
activities? (We are not sure about the
punctuation: 6. Reconstructing cultural
infrastructure:, recovery and promotion
of cultural monuments based on
relevant cross-border
strategies/concept).

Please be advised that the list of
operations mentioned in the Applicant’s
Guide is indicative. Therefore, as long as
the activities serve the objective of the
Priority Axis and the indicators, the
project proposal does not need to match
exactly the indicative actions.
Unfortunately, the JS cannot provide an
opinion regarding the eligibility of an
applicant or actions, as this will be
decided by the evaluators and further on
by the Monitoring Committee.

It is advised that the recovery and/or
promotion of cultural monuments is
planned in the context of a cross border
strategy in order to ensure a sustainable
development of the cross border area.
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(MyHKTYaumaTta - HaTpynsaHeTo Ha ABe | What does “based on relevant cross-

TOYKM M 3anetasa - Bb3npenAaTcTsaTt | border strategies/concept” mean? Is
NpaBUJIHOTO pa3oupaHe Ha | this concerns the reconstruction of:
AonyCcTUMUTE JenHOCTU: 6 | cultural clubs/community centers,
PeKOoHCTpYKUMA Ha KynTypHa | youth centers (if eligible activity for
MHppaCTpyKTypa:, Bb3CcTaHoBABaHe M | financing under the Programme)?
nonynspusMpaHe Ha KYATYPHMU

namMeTHMUM Bb3 OCHOBa (OCHOBaHM) Ha

peneBaHTHU TPaHCrpaHUYHM

cTpatermm/KoHuenumm)

KakBo TO4YHO o03HayaBa ,4a 6baar
OCHOBaHM Ha peneBaHTHU
TpaHCrpaHU4HU

cTpateruu/KoHuenummn“? ToBa oOTHacA
1 Ce NpU PEKOHCTPYKUMSA Ha YMTanma
M MIAJEXKuM gomose? (akKo Tasu
JleMHOCT e JonycTMMa 3a pMHaHCHMpaHe
no lMporpamara)




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

m

vvvvvvvvvvvvv

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

.16

According to the Programme on pg. 37,
for the PA 1 “A well connected region”,
the Local Municipality is not mentioned
as a beneficiary, but in the Applicant
Guide on pg 26, as a indicative
examples of potential applicants for
ALL Priority axes the Local
Councils/Municipalities are mentioned
as a beneficiaries. Can you tell us if the
Local Municipalities are eligible to apply
under PA 17

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the applicants must
fulfill a series of conditions, among
which: be non-governmental
organizations (associations or
foundations), public sector operators,
bodies governed by public law,
local/regional/national authorities. The
Guide also lists indicative examples of
potential applicants, among which local
councils/municipalities. Therefore, local
municipalities are eligible, provided all
the conditions mentioned in the
Applicant’s Guide are fulfilled.

1.17

Can we consider the Community
centers-library/cultural clubs and Youth
Centers as cultural infrastructure?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, the JS
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this.
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1.18

Asociatia noastra are sediul social in
Judetul Ilfov si am dori sa stim daca
este admis ca in zona eligibila sa avem
punct de lucru dar fara personalitate
juridica? Sau trebuie sa efectuam
filiala pentru a putea aplica la acest
proiect?

Our Association has the main office in
Ilfov, Romania, and we would like to
know if we can apply for this project if
our association will have only secondary
office without legal personality? Or we
must open a branch in the eligible area
in order to submit a project?

Legal personality for the branch in the
legal area is necessary to apply without
budgetary limitation. If you do not have
a branch with legal personality and you
cannot legally open a local/regional
branch office with legal personality in
the eligible area, you still may apply, but
in a ceiling of 20% at project level,
subject to observing all the other rules
of the call (particularly proving benefit
to the eligible area by your participation
in the project).
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1.19

Va rugam sa ne precizati daca un ONG
care inregistreaza deficit in bilantul
anual 2014 este eligibil pentru a aplica
pe Interreg V-A Ro-Bg.

Please let us know if an NGO with
deficit in the balance sheet for 2014
can be an eligible applicant for Interreg
V-A Romania-Bulgaria.

Referring to the Eligibility of Applicants,
Applicant’s Guide listed a set of
requirements related to the applicants:
- legal status,

- geographical location,

- professional and financial background.
As regards the professional and financial
background, please note that The
applicants shall have stable and
sufficient professional and financial
resources in order to manage and
financially implement the project (page
24th from Applicant’s Guide). The deficit
in the balance sheet for 2014 is not
mentioned explicitly as non-eligibility
criteria.

Still, a declaration of commitment
should be issued by the legal
representative (A.5 from Applicant’s
Guide), and all the elements mentioned
in the content should be checked and
acknowledged as real and accurate
(including availability of funds for proper
project implementation).
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1.20

The Institute of Fish Resources-Varna
(IFR), Bulgaria is unique governmental
institution with unique competencies
and tasks for the territory of Bulgaria.
The headquarters if the IFR is in Varna
but the scope of research and activities
covers the whole Bulgarian area of the
Black Sea including the coastal zone of
the Dobrich region which is eligible
region for the INTERREG program.

In relation to the above please clarify if
the IFR is an eligible applicant for
participation in the call for proposals if
the scope of activities mandated in the
articles of the Institute cover the
coastal area of Dobrich region.

In case the IFR is eligible applicant
please confirm that if the scope of
activities will be in Dobrich region
costal area the application can be
financed with 85% by the Program.

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, applicants have to
fulfill one of the following conditions as
regards the location:

Have their headquarters in the
eligible cross border region or;

Are organizations whose
headquarters are not situated in the
eligible area, but are located in Romania
or Bulgaria and have local/regional
branch offices with legal statute (legal
entity) established in the eligible area
or;

Are Romanian or Bulgarian
national public authorities whose area of
competence, established by legal acts,
extends to the eligible area of the
programme.

There is also the possibility for
applicants located in Romania and
Bulgaria, but whose headquarters are not
situated in the eligible area and cannot
legally open a local/regional branch
office with legal personality in the
eligible area to participate in projects
provided that their budget is limited to
20% of the project’s total budget.
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As long as one of these conditions are
met, applicants are eligible.
Unfortunately, we may not provide an
opinion regarding the eligibility of an
applicant as this is the task of the
evaluators, the final decisions belonging
to the Monitoring Committee.

As regards the co-financing rates please
be informed that these apply to all
eligible beneficiaries, irrespective of
their location, namely: 85% ERDF, 13%
national co-financing and 2% own
contribution.

1.21

According to the information provided
by the constitutive documents of the
National Institute for Research and
Development in Tourism (quote from
the documents is provided), do you
consider that our institution has
exclusive competence in the eligible
area?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, an applicant is
eligible if:

1. Have their headquarters in the eligible
cross border region or;

2. Are organizations whose headquarters
are not situated in the eligible area, but
are located in Romania or Bulgaria and
have
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local/regional branch offices with legal
statute (legal entity) established in the
eligible area or;

3. Are Romanian or Bulgarian national
public authorities whose area of
competence, established by legal acts,
extends to the eligible area of the
programme.

4. There is also the possibility for
applicants located in Romania and
Bulgaria, but whose headquarters are not
situated in the eligible area and cannot
legally open a local/regional branch
office with legal personality in the
eligible area to participate in projects
provided that their budget is limited to
20% of the project’s total budget.

5. As long as one of these conditions
are met, applicants are eligible.

The documents provided by you shall be
assessed by the evaluators and the final
decisions shall be taken by the
Monitoring Committee.
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1.22

Asociatia de Dezvoltare
Intercomunitara ,,ILUMINAT PUBLIC
EFICIENT judetul Giurgiu” intentioneaza
sa depuna un proiect de monitorizare
video care se inscrie pe Axa prioritara
1-0 regiune bine conectata. Asociatia
are ca asociati 47 de unitati
administrativ teritoriale din judetul
Giurgiu, specificate in actul
constitutiv. Asociatia actioneaza in
domeniul furnizarii de servicii publice
pe raza de competenta a unitatilor
administrativ-teritoriale membre.
Pentru a asigura o componenta
puternica transfrontaliera este nevoie
ca ADI sa amplaseze un sistem video
inclusiv in orasul Giurgiu, care nu este
membru ADI, dar care si-a dat acceptul
pentru acest tip de investitie. Avand in
vedere ca in structura ADI se regaseste
ca membru Consiliul Judetean Giurgiu
ale carui competente se extind la
nivelul intregului judet, se poate
considera eligibila aceasta investitie in
orasul Giurgiu, prin prisma atributiilor
pe care le indeplineste Cosiliului
Judetean la nivelul judetului?

The Intercommunity Development
Association “Efficient Public Lighting -
Giurgiu County” intends to submit a
project for video monitoring, under PA
1 - A well connected region. The
Association is composed of 47 territorial
administrative units from Giurgiu
County, as mentioned in the
constitutive document. The Association
provides public services within the area
of its constitutive territorial
administrative units.

In order to ensure a strong cross-border
component it is necessary that the
Association install a video system also in
Giurgiu town, which is not a member of
the Association, but which accepted an
investment of this type. Taking into
account that the County Council of
Giurgiu is a member of the Association,
with responsibilities all over Giurgiu
County, could this investment be
considered eligible?

From the data you mentioned to us both
the beneficiaries and the activities are
from/taking place in the eligible area of
the Programme, therefore, observe the
location criteria from the Guide on
activities and applicants (presuming the
association is a structure with legal
personality-a NGO).

Considering that you mentioned that the
project proposal represents an
investment, you shall first of all clarify
whether or not this investment includes
construction works. If so, please consider
that, according with the Applicant’s
Guide, there are two requirements that
shall be followed:

1. the applicant is the owner of
the land/or building,
2. the applicant has received the

land and/or building is in concession or
holds any other right under the real
property law.

If the investment doesn’t include any
construction, no such conditions shall be
following, but still you should
demonstrate that the partner is the
body/institution entitled to take action
in the field/fields addressed by the
project and has received all legal
agreements for the investment.
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Centrul Cultural lon Vinea Giurgiu,
intentioneaza sa depuna un proiect in
cadrul INTERREG V A. Centrul cultural
are personalitate juridica si este
institutie subordonata Primariei
Giurgiu.

In cazul in care Primaria depune 4
proiecte in cadrul programului, se
considera acest proiect al Centrului
Cultural a fi al 5-lea? Intrebarea vine in
contextul in care orice entitatae are
voie sa aiba in implementare doar 4
proiecte.

Daca o asociatie este nou infiintata, ea
beneficiaza de
experienta(implementarii proiectelor)
membrilor sai fondatori, entitati
juridice?

lon Vinea Giurgiu Cultural Center,
intends to submit a project under
INTERREG V A. The Cultural Centre has
legal personality and is an institution
subordinated to Giurgiu Municipality.

If the Municipality submitts 4 projects
under the program, the Cultural
Center’s project is considered to be the
5th? The question comes in the context
that any entity is allowed to have only 4
projects in implementation.If an
association is newly established, does it
benefit from the experience (project
implementation) of its founding
members, legal entities?

The condition mentioned in the
Applicant’s Guide relates to the
applicant as a legal entity. So, in your
case, considering that the Cultural
Center has legal personality and shall be
the applicant within the Programme, the
project will not be counted as submitted
by the Municipality of Giurgiu.

The experience conditions mentioned in
the Applicant’s Guide refer to the
experience of the applicant, as legal
entity submitting the project.
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1.24

Va rog sa-mi spuneti daca APA SERVICE
S.A. GIURGIU este eligibil pentru a
participa la Programul Interreg V-A
Romania-Bulgaria.

Operatorul regional APA SERVICE S.A.
GIURGIU este inregistrat in Registrul
Comertului sub nr J52/493/17.07.2007,
furnizeaza apa potabila la parametrii de
calitate prevazuti de lege , conform
monitorizarii de audit si control in judetul
Giurgiu cu activitatea principala: prestari
de servicii si se aliniaza la;

- Legea 31/1990 -legea privind
desfasurarea activitatii societatilor
comerciale

- Legea 51/2006- legea serviciilor
comunitare de utilitati publice

- Legea 241/2006 -legea serviciului de
alimentare cu apa si canalizare

- Ordinul 88/2007 -privind aprobarea
regulamentului-cadru al serviciului de
alimentare cu apa si canalizare

- Ordinul 90/2007 -privind aprobarea
contractului cadru de furnizare/prestare a
serviciului de alimentare cu apa si
canalizare

Please let me know if WATER SERVICE S.A.
GIURGIU is eligible to participate in
Interreg Programme Romania-Bulgaria V-A.

WATER SERVICE regional operator S.A.
GIURGIU is registered in the Trade Register
under no J52 / 493 / 17.07.2007, provides
drinking water in Giurgiu County at quality
parameters stipulated by law, according to
the activity of audit and control
monitoring. lts main activity is providing
services and it aligns with the following
legal documents:

o Law 31/1990 -Law regarding the activity
of commercial companies

» Law 51/2006 law regarding the public
utilities services

o Law 241/2006 -Law regarding the service
of water supply and sewerage

» Order 88/2007 approving a framework
regulation of private-service water supply
and sewerage

» Order 90/2007 approving the framework
contract for the supply / provision of water
supply and sewerage

In order to be eligible, applicants have to
fulfill all the eligibility conditions mentioned
in the Applicant’s Guide. Among them,
applicants have to:

. Be Romanian or Bulgarian non-
profit making bodies/organizations, legally
established according to the national
legislation of the state on whose territory
they are located;

. Be non-governmental organizations
(associations or foundations), public sector
operators, bodies governed by public law,
local/regional/national authorities

A "body governed by public law" means any
body:

(a) established for the specific purpose of
meeting needs in the general interest, not
having an industrial or commercial
character;

(b) having legal personality; and

(c) financed, for the most part, by the state,
regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to
management supervision by those bodies; or
having an administrative,

managerial or supervisory board, more than
half of whose members are appointed by the
state, regional or local authorities, or by
other bodies governed by public law.

Also, please be advised that the Programme
does not finance activities which are subject
to state aid.



http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Aplicant_Guide.rar
http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Aplicant_Guide.rar
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1.25

B O6nactHa agMMHMUCTpaums BuauH
NoCTbNMU CNEAHOTO 3anMTBaHE, OTHOCHO
MNporpama NuTepper V-A PyMmbHMA -
bbvnrapua 2014-2020 rogmnHa:

[ MMHa3ua ¢ npenojaBaHe Ha YyKAu
e3uum ,,MopaaH Paguukos - rp. BuauH
JONYCTUM 6eHedHLMEHT /i1 € Mo
MNpropuTeTHa oc 2 ,,3eNeH pernoH Ha
MNporpama NuTepper V-A PyMmbHMA -
bbarapua 2014-2020 rogmHa?

MMMHa3MATa € CbC CTaTyT Ha OBLMHCKO
YYUIULLE C AbPXKaBHO-AENErMpPaH BloKeT,
T.e. CpeAcTBaTa 3a YYM/IMLLETO NOCTbNBAT
B 06LUMHA BMAWH KaTo UeneBu cpeacTaa,
cnep Koeto (pMHaAHCOBMA pecypc ce
Haco4ysa KbM yumamwieTo. “

MNpenpawam Bu 3anmMTBaHeTo Nno
KOMMNETEHTHOCT M ce HajAaBaMe Ha Bawmusa
CBOEBpPEMEHEH OTroBop.

MpeasaputenHo B 6narogaps.

Vidin District Administration received the
following inquiry:

Is Secondary school for foreign languages
“Yordan Radichkov” - Vidin an eligible
beneficiary under PA “Green Region” of
Romania - Bulgaria 2014 - 2020 Programme?
The school is municipal school with state
delegated budget.

In order to be eligible, applicants have to
fulfill all the eligibility conditions mentioned
in the Applicant’s Guide. Among them,
applicants have to:

. Be Romanian or Bulgarian non-
profit making bodies/organizations, legally
established according to the national
legislation of the state on whose territory
they are located;

. Be non-governmental organizations
(associations or foundations), public sector
operators, bodies governed by public law,
local/regional/national authorities

A "body governed by public law" means any
body:

(a) established for the specific purpose of
meeting needs in the general interest, not
having an industrial or commercial
character;

(b) having legal personality; and

(c) financed, for the most part, by the state,
regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to
management supervision by those bodies; or
having an administrative, managerial or
supervisory board, more than half of whose
members are appointed by the state,
regional or local authorities, or by other
bodies governed by public law.
Unfortunately, we may not provide an
opinion regarding the eligibility of an
applicant, as this is the task of the
evaluators, the final decision belonging to
the Monitoring Committee.
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JlonycTMMO 1M € NapTHLOPCTBO MeXAY
BOZELLA OpraHu3auma cbC ceganmuie
rp.Pyce,eaAMHUAT NnapTHLOP € OT PyMbHUA,
a Apyrua napTHbop oT rp. Pasrpag?

Is a partnership between a lead
organization from Ruse, a partner from
Romania and another partner from Razgrad
eligible?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, applicants must have at
least one partner on the other side of the
border and have to fulfill one of the
following conditions as regards the location:
- Have their headquarters in the eligible
cross border region or;

- Are organizations whose headquarters are
not situated in the eligible area, but are
located in Romania or Bulgaria and have
local/regional branch offices with legal
statute (legal entity) established in the
eligible area or;

- Are Romanian or Bulgarian national public
authorities whose area of competence,
established by legal acts, extends to the
eligible area of the programme.

There is also the possibility for applicants
located in Romania and Bulgaria, but whose
headquarters are not situated in the eligible
area and cannot legally open a
local/regional branch office with legal
personality in the eligible area to participate
in projects provided that their budget is
limited to 20% of the project’s total budget.
As long as one of these conditions are met,
applicants are eligible. Unfortunately, we
may not provide an opinion regarding the
eligibility of an applicant as this is the task
of the evaluators, the final decisions
belonging to the Monitoring Committee.




1.27

Dis

claimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent

Spiru Haret University from Romania,

private lamw g ‘Frson, was contacted by

a University ulgaria in order to take

part in a preject under the Interreg V-A

Romania-Bulgaria Progra 014-2020,

Priori Ak [.lrug t ove our

participation, please asses our eligibility
witit higy then prearassipagg rtakihgeimrteators proposg

consideration theifotiowingloring.

- Spiru Haret University Bucharest was
established as a private law legal person
through Law no. 443 from 5th of July 2002
as a higher education institution;

- Spiru Harte University has under its
subordination accredited faculties and at
the present moment within the structure of
Spiru Haret University according to GD
580/2014, two faculties are foreseen in
Craiova

The objective of the project we intend to
submit is “Shrines and pilgrimage.
Stimulating cultural and religious tourism in
both sides of the Danube” - Specific
Objective 2.1.

Taking into consideration that Craiova
Municipality is located within the eligible
area, we would like to know if our
institution is eligible under the programme,
considering that we dispose of the
necessary resources, including academics in
order to ensure a smooth implementation
of a project financed within Interreg V-A
Romania-Bulgaria 2014-2020.

According to the provisions of the Applicant’s
Guide, the potential beneficiaries have to
fulfill a series of eligibility conditions in order
to receive financing under the Programme.
One of them is connected to the legal status
of the applicant. The Applicant’s Guide
¢ stipihlatés thatiocivefivitrieddrales bo:
Be Romanian or Bulgarian non-profit
making bodies/organizations, legally
established according to the national
legislation of the state on whose territory
they are located,;
Be non-governmental organizations
(associations or foundations), public sector
operators, bodies governed by public law,
local/regional/national authorities
As regards the location criteria, beneficiaries
have to fulfill one of the following conditions:
have their headquarters in the eligible
cross border region or;
are organizations whose headquarters
are not situated in the eligible area, but are
located in Romania or Bulgaria and have
local/regional branch offices with legal
statute (legal entity) established in the
eligible area.
are Romanian or Bulgarian national
public authorities whose area of competence,
established by legal acts, extends to the
eligible area of the programme.
In case none of the above mentioned location
conditions are fulfilled, the applicants,
located in Romania and Bulgaria may
participate in projects provided that their
budget is limited to 20% of the project’s total
budget.
Please be advised that the Applicant’s Guide
lists as indicative eligible beneficiaries
educational institutions (schools, universities

etc.).




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

HILtCeIrey -

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on
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La contributia proprie de 2% trebuie sa
contribuie fiecare partener de proiect?
Daca, da aceasta trebuie sa fie
proportionala cu finantarea alocata
fiecarui partener sau nu are
importanta?

Regarding the 2% own contribution
should each partner contribute to the
project? If so, must it be proportional to
the funding allocated to each partner or
it is not important?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, each beneficiary’s
budget shall be financed as follows: 85%
shall be financed from ERDF, 13% from
the national state budget and 2%
represents each beneficiary’s own
contribution. Therefore, the own
contribution represents the share of the
total eligible expenditure that will be
supported by the beneficiaries of the
project, and it is proportional to each
beneficiary’s budget. However, it is
possible for one beneficiary to have 0
budget.
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BbB Bpb3Ka C TEKCT Ha cTpaHuua 21 1 issues related to eligibility and scoring.

CcTpaHMua 48 OT HacoKMTe 3a

KaHamaaTcTBaHe no Interreg V-A

Romania-Bulgaria Programme

(peBu3mnpaHa Bepcusa ot 20.05.2015),

6UX MCKan Aa 3ajaM CiefHMA BbNpOoC:

Jonyctumo v e gaaeH 6eHedumumeHT, | In regards to the text on page 21 and 48 | According the provisions of the

[a peyem NapTHbOp - 6bJrapcka of the Applicants’s Guide of Interreg V- | Applicants’s Guide if the applicant has

06LWMHa, Aa KaHAMAATCTBA C NpoeKT No | A Romania-Bulgaria Programme (version | received the land and/or building is in

npuvoputeTHa oc 1, 2 uam 3 3a 20.05.2015) | would like to ask the concession or holds any other right under

M3BbPLUBAHE Ha AEMHOCTU MO OBEKT, following: the real property law the following

4acT OT KOWTO e Ny6/IMYHaA AbprKaBHA documents are required:

CO6CTBEHOCT. Is it eligible a beneficiary, for example

KaTto npumepu mora a AamM peyHuTe a Bulgarian municipality, to apply for - for public authorities -the legal

KopuTa B 0OLWMHA, KbAETO YacT OT financing with a project under PA 1, 2 act (e.g. government decision, law,

KOPUTOTO € Ny6/nMyHa AbpKaBHa and 3 for the execution of activities of | government ordinance, decision of local

COGCTBEHOCT, a 3a Aga 6baat an object which is public state counties, contracts etc) proving the
1.29 U3BBbPLUEHN ePEKTUBHO Ja peyem property. Examples: river basins in a concession or the real property right; it

AENHOCTM NO NpMOpUTETHA OC 3 ce municipality, where part of the river must be proved that the duration of the

Hanara Ja ce HasJie3e B Ta3M 4YacT Ha basin is public state property and in concession or the real property right of

o6eKTa. B TakbB Cnyyan, aKo order to be effectively executed the land is in line with the provisions of

6eHedULUMEHTBT NOJTYYM MUCMEHO activities under PA 3 this part of the article 71, paragraph 1 from Regulation

pa3spelleHue oT OTopM3MpaH AbpxaBeH | river basin is concerned. In this case, if | 1303/2013 and that the owner has given

OpraH, KakbBTO 61 MOrbAa fa 6bae a written permission from the its written agreement saying that the

O6nacTeH ynpaBuTen, 4ONYCTUMO U authorized state body is obtained (for applicant may perform the investment.

61 6110 NOZJ06HO MPOEKTHO example from the District Governor), is

npeanoxexue. (MBbpluBaHe Ha such a project proposal eligible. If it is

ZIeMHOCTU OT obLIMHATA B TEPEH eligible please give us instructions if a

O6LUMHCKA COBCTBEHOCT, C YacTUYHa specific form for the agreement is

AEVHOCT B AbprKaBHa CO6CTBEHOCT Npu | required.

Ha/IMyMe Ha NUCMEHO Cbrnacme m

paspeLueHue oT 0TOpM3MpaH opraH.). U

ako e J0nycTMMO, HO Ce M3UCKBA

cneundmryHa dopma Ha AaZlEHOTO

cbraacue, T0 Aa HM AajeTe yKasaHuA.
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1.30

We are writing regarding the juridical
eligibility of our Association. As an
applicant under the Programme the
Association has a branch, registered in
Vidin. From the Guidelines it is clear
that in order to be eligible the

applicant should have legal personality.

Since the branch of the Association will
be the beneficiary under the project,
will it be an eligible applicant? In the
Q&A you tell that separate VAT
registration makes the branch eligible.
As our NGO, registered in public
benefit, has separate BULSTAT number
of the branch (with a separate card) do
we have legal personality?

According to the Applicant’s Guidelines
in order to be eligible the branch should
have legal personality, i.e. to be legal
entity established according to the
national legislation. If the main
organization is a legal entity registered
according to the national rules and its
branch is registered as a separate legal
entity with a separate BULSTAT number
it may be eligible. However, please have
in mind that regarding the specific
eligibility of applicants, in the interest of
equal treatment, we cannot give a prior
opinion on this, the assessment working
group and the Monitoring Committee of
the Programme being entitled to take
the final decision.
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1.31

B Hacokute 3a KaHAMAaTCTBaHE €
NOCOY€eHO, Ye A0NYCTUMMU KaHAMAATU ca
U OpraHMsaumu, YMUTO ceaasmiua He ca
Pa3nosioxKeHU B AONYCTUMUA PErMOH,
HO MMaT MECTHU/pPEermoHasiHU KJIoHOBE
C NpPaBEH CTaTyT (IOpUANYECKO ULE),
YCTAaHOBEHM B AONYCTUMMA PErMOH. B
Tasu Bpb3Ka, MONA Aa NOTBbpAUTE
Jlan B TO3M CNyYar KaHaMAaT cneaBa
Aa e camara opraHusauma - ("HMNO-
MaKKa"), a He HEMHUAT KJIOH
camocToATesiHo. B cnyyan ye ToBa e
TaKa, TO NpM1 KaHAMAATCTBaHeE e e
AOCTaTb4yHO M KaHamMAaaTbT (HMNO-
MaMKa) eAMHCTBEHO Ja NpeACcTaBu U
AOKYMEHT 3a permctpaumsa Ha KJAOH Ha
AonyctMmara TepmMTtopms (CbAe6HO
pelleHne 3a permcTpaumsa

Ha KJ/ioHa)?

In the Applicant’s Guide it is indicated
that eligible applicants can be
organizations whose headquarters are
not situated in the eligible area, but are
located in Romania or Bulgaria and have
local/regional branch offices with legal
statute (legal entity) established in the
eligible area. In this regard, please
confirm that in such cases the applicant
should be the main organization itself
and not the branch independently. In
case it is so, than will it be enough the
applicant (the main organization) only
to provide a document proving the
registration of the branch in the eligible
area (legal decision for registration of
the branch)?

Eligible applicants can be either the
main organizations or the branches with
legal personality provided that all other
requirements are met.

The applicants, located in Romania and
Bulgaria, but whose headquarters are not
situated in the eligible area and cannot
legally open a local/regional branch
office with legal personality in the
eligible area may participate in projects
provided that their budget is limited to
20% of the project’s total budget.
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1.32

B Hacokute 3a KaHAMAaTCTBaHE €
NOCOY€eHO, Ye A0NYCTUMMU KaHAMAATU ca
U "onepaTopu Ha Ny6/IMYHMA CEKTop".
Monsa ga passiCHUTE KaKBO TOYHO
cneaBa aa ce pasbupa nog “onepatopu
Ha Ny6amn4HMa cektop™? TbM KaTo e
Hanuue npenpaTtka KbM AupeKkTmBa
2004/18, no-KOHKPETHO MOJIA 3a
pa3fiCHEHWE Aanu:

ny6auM4YHoONpaBHMUTE OpraHu3auum, no
cmmcbna Ha 30[1 (BbBeXxKaaly,
Avpektrea 2004/18), Taka KakTo ca
AeduHupanm B 3001 (B T.4. APYXKeCTBa,
perncTpmpaHm no TbproBCKUA 3aKOH),
6Mxa 6MAM AONYCTMMM KaHAMAATH, aKO
OTroBapAT Ha NOCOYEHOTO B
AedrHMUMATA, KaKTO cnejBa:
"My6anyHoNpaBHa opraHmM3aums” e
IOPUANYECKO NILE, KOETO HE3AaBMCMMO
OT HEroBMA TbProBCKU MU
NPOM3BOACTBEH XapaKTep € Cb3AaZeHO
C Uuen 3a0B01AIBaHE Ha 06OLLECTBEHM
MHTEPECH U 3a KOETO € U3NBJHEHO
HAKOE OT C/IeAHUTE YCNO0BMUA:

a) (u3m. - 4B, 6p. 93 ot 2011 r., B cMna
oT 26.02.2012 r.) ¢pMHAHCHPaAHO e
noseye oT 50 Ha CTO OT AbprKaBHMUSA
GlOKET, OT BIOAKEeTUTE Ha
AbPXXaBHOTO 06LLECTBEHO OCUrypsABaHe
unm Ha HauMoHasHaTa

In the Applicant’s Guide it is indicated
that eligible applicants are public
sector operators. Please clarify the
meaning of “public sector operators”?
As there is a reference to Directive
2004/18/EC, please clarify more
specifically whether?

Public organizations as provided by the
Public Procurement Act (transposing
Directive 2004/18), as defined in the
Public Procurement Act (incl.
companies, registered by the Commerce
act) would be eligible applicants if they
conform to the definition, as follows:
"Public legal organisation” is a legal
person, which is independent from its
trade or production nature and is
established with the purpose of
satisfaction of public interests and for
which at least one of the following
conditions is met:

a) (amend.- SG 93/11, in force from
26.02.2012) the financing is more than
50 per cent of the state budget, by the
budgets of the state public insurance or
the National Health Insurance Fund, by
the municipal budgets or by a
contracting authority under art. 7, item
1 or 3;

In the Applicant’s guide it is clearly
stated that “The definition of a body
governed by public law is the following
according to Article 1 of Directive
2004/18/EC (Directive 2004/18/EC is
repealed, the new one is Directive
2014/24/EQC):

A "body governed by public law" means
any body:

(a) established for the specific purpose
of meeting needs in the general interest,
not having an

industrial or commercial character;

(b) having legal personality; and

(c) financed, for the most part, by the
state, regional or local authorities, or
other bodies governed by public law; or
subject to management supervision by
those bodies; or having an dministrative,
managerial or supervisory board, more
than half of whose members are
appointed by the state, regional or local
authorities, or by other bodies governed
by public law.”

Applicants should apply the definition
from the Directive.
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ApaBHOOCUIypUTE/IHa Kaca, oT
OGLUMHCKUTE BIOAXKETM MU OT
Bb30KUTEAM MO YN. 7, T. 1 uan 3;

6) noBeye OT NoJIoBMHATa OT Y/IEHOBETE
Ha HEroBusa ynpaBUTENIEH MU
KOHTPOJIEH OpraH ce onpeaenat ot
Bb3OKUTEAM MO YN. 7, T. 1 uan 3;

B) OGEKT € Ha ynpaBJIEHCKM KOHTPO/ OT
CTpaHa Ha Bb3noxutenm no yn. 7, 1. 1
UM 3; YNPaBAEHCKM KOHTPOA €
Hanuue, Korato egHo vue MoXKe no
KaKkbBTO U ga e

Ha4YMH Aa ynpaxkHABa JOMMHMPALLO
B/IMSIHWE BbPXY AEMHOCTTA HA APYro
nvue.?

ny6/IMYHUTE NPEANPUATHA, MO CMMUCBAA
Ha 301 (BbBeXxaaw, AMpeKkTmBa
2004/18), TaKa KakTo ca gedUHUpPaHU B
3001 (B T.4. ApYKecTBa, permMcTpmpaHu
no TbproBCKUA 3aKOH), 61xa 6UIn
AONYCTUMM KaHAMAATU, ako OTroBapAT
Ha NMNOCOYEHOTO B Ae(PMHULMATA, KAKTO
cnegga: "llyébnnyHo npegnpuatue” e
Tbprosey, No CMMCba Ha TbproBCKuUA
3aKOH MJIM Cbr1acHO
3aKOHOAATE/ICTBOTO Ha AbprKaBa
Y/IEHKA, BbPXY KOMTO Bb3/I0XKMTENM MO
yn. 7, 1. 1, 3 uam 4 morart ga
ynpaxHasaTt NpPAKO UM KOCBEHO
AOMMHMPaALLo BAUAHKE. "[loOMMHMPaALLO
B/IMAHME" € Hanmue, Korato

b) more than half of the members of its
managing or control body are
determined by the contracting authority
under art. 7, item 1 or 3;

) it is subject to managerial control on
behalf of a contracting authority under
art. 7, item 1 or 3; managerial control
is present in case a person can exercise
in one or another way dominating
impact over the activity of another
person?

Public organizations as provided by the
Public Procurement Act (transposing
Directive 2004/18), as defined in the
Public Procurement Act (incl.
companies, registered by the Commerce
act) would be eligible applicants if they
conform to the definition, as follows:
"Public enterprise” is an entrepreneur in
the meaning of the Commerce Act or
according to the legislation of a Member
state, over whom a contracting
authority under art. 7, item 1, 3 or 4,
may exercise direct or indirect
dominating impact. "Dominating impact”
is present where a contracting authority
under art. 7, item 1 or public
organizations:

Please be informed that regarding the
specific eligibility of applicants, in the
interest of equal treatment of
applicants, we cannot give a prior
opinion on this, the assessment working
group and the Monitoring Committee of
the Programme being entitled to take
the final decision.
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Bb3/IOKMTENM NO YAN. 7, T. 1 nnu a) possess over 50 percent of the
ny6MYHONpPaBHM OpraHU3aLum: capital of the enterprise, or b) possess
a) nputexasaT Hag 50 Ha cTo oT blocking quota in the capital of the
KanuTasa Ha npeanpuaTUeTo, UAUG) enterprise, or ¢) may appoint more than
npuTeXKaBaT 6/10KMpalla KBOTa B half of the members of the
KanuTtana Ha npeanpuaTUeTo, UAMB) management or control bodies of the
MoraT Za Ha3Ha4aTt noseye enterprise.
OT NOJIOBMHATA OT Y/IEHOBETE Ha
YNPaBUTESIHUTE MU KOHTPOJIHUTE Would it be eligible applicants - trade
opraHu Ha npegnpuatmMeTto?1.2.3. companies with entirely private capital
Jonyctumm an 6uxa 6unm KaHamaatm - | if they in accordance with special rights
TbProBCKU APYXKeCTBa, M3LAM0 C fulfill some public actions delegated by
yacTeH KanuTtas, ako CbluuTe no the state as per the Directive -
cunarta Ha cneumanHu npasa, exploitation of airports or ports? With
AenervpaHM UM oT AbprKkaBaTta, regard to the specification in the part
M3BBbPLLBAT HAKOA OT NyG/IMYHUTE of the required documents of such
JIeMHOCTH, Cbr/lacHo JMpeKTuBara - proving the concession as one of the
Hanp. ekcnjoaTauma Ha JeTuLla m possibilities, could we assume that a
npuctaHmua? BbB Bpb3Ka C concessioner of an airport or a port,
M3PUYHOTO NOCOYBaHE B U3MCKyeMUTE who is an entirely private organization,
JIOKYMEHTM Ha JOKYMEHT, J0Ka3Ball can be an eligible applicant?
Ha/IMYMETO HA KOHLIECUA KaTo e/iHa oOT
Bb3MOXXHOCTUTE, CaeaBa M Ja ce In cases of public authorities (for
npuMeme, 4Ye KOHLECUMOHEDP Ha 06EKT example executive or state agencies),
KaTo NOCOYEeHUTE Hanp. feTuwa m created with a legal act and having
NPUCTaHMLLA, KOMTO € regional branches (for example RIEW,
U3LA1I0 YaCTHa OpraHusaums, 6u 6un Regional road administrations, etc.)
JonycTum 6eHedumumneHT?1.2.4. Mpu who should be an applicant under the
Ha/MuMe Ha Ny6/IMYHKM OpraHu (Hanp. procedure? Is it eligible the respective
U3NBAHUTESTHU USIU AbPXKaBHU regional/territorial unit to be a
separate candidate in the procedure?
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areHumu), Cb3gaZeHn C HOpMaTUBEH
aKT, KOMTO MMAT pPeErnmoHaiHu
noaenenus (Hanp. PUOCB, PernoHanHu
MbTHU yNpaBAeHUA U Ap.), KOU 6K
caieaBasio Aa € KaHaMAaaT no
npoueaypata?

ZlonyCTUMO 1M € CbOTBETHOTO
pernoHasHo noaeneHme/ TepuTopmaHO
3BEHO Jla € CaMOCTOATE/IEH KaHaAMAAT B

npoueaypara?

1.33

If a financial correction of 25% was
applied on a project implemented on
PHARE CBC Ro-Bg, according to GEO
66/2011, does it represent a breach
likely to affect the applicant's
eligibility, specifying in this regard the
provision in the declaration of
eligibility: “neither the body/institution
| represent, nor its legal representatives
have been declared to be in serious
breach of contract for failure to comply
with their contractual obligations in
connection with a  procurement
procedure or other grant award
procedure financed by the Community
or national budget”?

A financial correction according to GEO
66/2011, does not affect the eligibility of
an applicant.
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1.34

A financial correction of 25% applied on
a project PHARE CBC Ro-Bg, according
to OUG 66/2011, could represent a
breach which may affect the applicant's
eligibility? Specifying in this regard the
provision from the eligibility
declaration: “neither the
body/institution | represent, nor its
legal representatives have been
declared to be in serious breach of
contract for failure to comply with their
contractual obligations in connection
with a procurement procedure or other
grant award procedure financed by the
Community or national budget”.

A financial correction applied according
to OUG 66/2011 does not affect the
applicant’s eligibility.
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1.35

Upon the Bulgarian national legislation
(art.8 and art.17 of the Commercial
law), the branch of a legal entity is
subject of independent registration and
public announcement in the Commercial
Register with personal individualization,
company name, and registered office,
scope of activities, management and its
own jurisdiction included. A local
branch office situated in the eligible
area is registered upon District Court
decision  and has its  private
identification number in  BULSTAT
Register. In this sense, are the
competent Court decision for the
foundation of the NGO’s branch and the
Certificate from the Register BULSTAT,
sufficient proof for the legal statute
required upon the Applicant’s Guide on
the eligibility of the applicant?

Yes, the listed by you: Court decision
and Certificate from the Register
BULSTAT are the documents that are
sufficient proof for the legal status.
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m“iii@'@'qne \% questions:

- is private univefSity“etligible partner

windejuthe tpr gjectecondttignsaluators proposé

issaGcaording divAnnexd durifg. 5 Eligible
Expenditures, 3) As an exception from
the provisions of paragraph 1,
preparation costs are eligible if they
were incurred between 1st of January,
2014 and the submission of the
Application Form and paid at the latest
within 2 months following the deadline
for the submission of the of the
Application Form.

According to the Applicant’s Guide the
expenditures for preparation cost could
be paid to external contractors not
later than the date of first
reimbursement claim (this is already
answered in the last edition of the List
with questions and answers under line
11.25 ).

My question in this regard is - as long as
it is not clear that the project will be
approved in two months period after
submission and the preparation cost
according to Annex G are elligible only
in this situation will the preparation
costs be elligible if they are paid to the
external contractor after the project
approval which occurs more than two
months  after the deadline for
submission?

St he RS omENan o RS20 gon prof

According to the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide,
the applicants must fulfill a number of conditions in
order to be eligible, among others:

making organizations, legally established
according to the national legislation of the state on
whose territory they are located;

o Be non-governmental organizations
(associations or foundations), public sector operators,
bodies governed by public law, local/regional/national
authorities

The Guide also includes a list of indicative eligible
applicants, such as:

o County Councils/ District Administrations;
o Local Councils/Municipalities;

o Associations of local public authorities;

o Chambers of Commerce/ SMEs
associations;

o Educational institutions (schools,
universities etc.);

o Ministries and their local/regional
departments/bodies;

o Non-profit research institutes;

o Other NGO’s acting in the fields financed by
the programme

o EGTCs.

Unfortunately, we may not provide an opinion as to
the eligibility of an applicant, as this will be the task of
the assessors, the final decision belonging to the
Monitoring Committee.

As regards your second question, according to the
provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, preparation costs
are eligible if they are incurred between 1.01.2014 and
the submission of the Application Form, as provided in
the Applicant’s Guide. Annex G, template of the
subsidy contract, to which you are referring is a draft
document (as specified in the Applicant’s Guide). The
final version will be available during pre-contracting
period. As already answered, the only condition
regarding the time of the payment of the preparation
costs is that they have to be requested for
reimbursement in the first reimbursement claim,
therefore, paid before the submission of the first
reimbursement claim.
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1.37

In the applicant guide, the eligible
applicants can be public authorities and
NGOs (associations and foundations),
and we wanted to know if the Chambers
of Commerce are eligible under the
NGOs category.

According to the Applicant Guide (page
24) the indicative examples of potential
applicants for all Priority axes are:
1. County Councils/ District
Administrations;
2. Local Councils/Municipalities;
3. Associations of local public
authorities;
4. Chambers of Commerce/ SMEs
associations;
5. Educational institutions (schools,
universities etc.);
6. Ministries and their local/regional
departments/bodies;
7. Non-profit research institutes;
8. Other NGO’s acting in the fields
financed by the programme
9. EGTGCs.
Therefore, at the point 4 it is mentioned
the Chambers of Commerce/ SMEs
associations.
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. 38

If the candidate or partner is secondary
administrator of budget credits is it
necessary to present written permission
or letter of support from respective
primary administrator to apply for a
grant with "hard project” under the CBC
Romania-Bulgaria programme?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the applicants must
state their financial and administrative
capacity to manage their share of the
project, namely: have the capacity to
ensure their own contribution and the
financing for non-eligible expenditures of
the project. They must also have the
capacity to ensure the temporary
availability of funds until they are
reimbursed by the programme. The own
contribution represents the share of the
total eligible expenditure that will be
supported by the beneficiaries of the
project. To this end, applicants are
requested to submit a Declaration of
Commitment. According to the
Declaration of Commitment, the
applicants shall:

- provide their own contribution to the
eligible expenditure and ensure the
temporary availability of funds necessary
to run the project before and between
the reimbursements from the
programme;
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- cover all non-eligible expenditures
corresponding to their activities incurred
during project implementation;

- ensure that the representatives in the
project management team are available
throughout the entire project
implementation period;

- ensure the availability of all other
resources planned to be used for
implementing the project, as they were
described within the Application Form.
Please be advised that the applicants
also have the obligation of respecting
their national legislation in force and
that additional documents may be
requested during pre-contracting stage,
should your project be selected for
funding.
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Avem rugamintea de a ne comunica
cine este solicitantul in cazul in care o
comuna din Romania doreste sa fie
partener in proiect :

Could you please tell us who should be
the applicant in case a commune from
Romania wishes to be partner in a
project:

1.3 Aplicant information , Organization

The organizations mentioned in the
Applicant’s guide are only mentioned as
indicative eligible applicants, therefore
the applicant can be each of the
institutions mentioned by you, if they

In 1.3 Aplicant information , name in native language and | observe the eligible conditions
Organization name in native language abbreviation established by the Applicant’s Guide and
1.39 and abbreviation observe all other obligations foreseen by
1. Town Hall the national legislation in order to prove
1 Primaria 2. Local Council its legal personality.
2 Consiliul local 3. Commune
3 Comuna 4, ATU (administrative-territorial | Please note that from a legal point of
4 UAT unit) view, the financing contracts are to be
signed with the ATU (administrative-
territorial unit).
Il. Eligibility of expenditure
The Guide states: preparation costs are | Expenditure is incurred when the activity
eligible if they are incurred between | that has generated the expenditure has
1.01.2014 and the submission of the | been completed or the services foreseen
Application Form. What does “incurred” | in a contract have been provided. By
1.1 mean? contrast, expenditure has been paid

when the corresponding amount has
been debited from the accounts of the
beneficiary and transferred to the
accounts of the contractor.
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1.2

Conform  Ghidului  Aplicantilor, in
cadrul actiunilor indicative aferente AP
1 O regiune bine conectata,
operatiunea nr 5 prevede finantarea
proiectelor de  imbunatatire a
conectarii  nodurilor secundare si
tertiare la infrastructura TEN-T inclusiv
prin construirea si modernizarea
(,,modernization”) infrastructurii
rutiere. De asemenea, in documentul
D. Lista cheltuielilor eligibile- proiecte,
se prevede eligibilitatea cheltuielilor
cu construirea sau
“modernizarea” (upgrading) drumurilor
sau sectiunilor de drumuri.

Va rugam sa ne clarificati intelesul
termenului  de  modernizare in
contextul programului INTERREG VA A
2014-2020.

According to the Applicant's Guide,
in the indicative actions relating PA 1 A
region well connected, operation No. 5
foresees funding of projects for
improvement  of  connections  of
secondary and tertiary nodes to TEN-T
infrastructure including construction
and modernization of road
infrastructure. Also, the document D.
List of eligible expenditures for projects
foresees the eligibility of expenditure
with the construction or
"modernization” (upgrading) of roads or
sections of roads.
Please clarify the meaning of the term
modernization in the context of
INTERREG VA 2014-2020.

Please pay attention to the fact, that as
compared to the previous Programme,
the Interreg V-A Romania-Bulgaria
Programme shall not finance the simple
rehabilitation of roads. The projects
need to prove added value for the
road/section of the road for which it
intends to request financing.

1.3

If more than 50 % of the project budget
will be used for the purchase of
software, the project is seen as ,soft
project“ or ,,hard project“?

According to the Applicant Guide, if
more than 50% of the project budget will
be used for the purchase of software, it
could be considered as a hard project.
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1.4

In cazul in care unul dintre parteneri
nu dispune de suficient personal care
sa acopere functiile prevazute in
proiect, va rugam sa ne confirmati ca
este eligibila cheltuiala  pentru
angajarea de personal dupa aprobarea
cererii de finantare si care este forma
de angajare acceptata (contract de
munca, conventie civila).

If one partner does not have enough
staff to cover the functions provided in
the project, please confirm that the
expenditure for staffing hiring after
approval of the application is eligible

and indicate the accepted form of
employment (labor contract, civil
convention).

Staff expenditures are eligible. According
to the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide
and of the Evaluation Grids, the
applicants must have the necessary
capacity to implement the project and
the allocated human and material
resources should be necessary and in line
with the proposed activities. As regards
the reimbursement of staff costs, please
be informed that these will be
reimbursed based on flat rates, therefore
the Programme bodies shall not request
or check any of the documents for
reimbursing the expenditures.
Nevertheless, the beneficiaries have the
obligation of respecting all relevant
national legislation.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

HHILCTITICYy -

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

1.5

In lista cheltuielilor eligibile este
prevazuta si  cheltuiala  pentru
inchirierea unui spatiu pentru birou,
mentenanta, curatenie, reparatii. In
cazul in care dorim sa inchiriem un
birou si avem nevoie de o femeie de
serviciu, aceasta poate fi remunerata
lunar sub forma de salariu in baza unui
contract, sau trebuie sa facem o
achizitie de servicii in acest sens,
pentru ca cheltuiala sa fie eligibila?

The list of eligible expenses mentions
expenses for renting an office space,
maintenance, cleaning and repair. In
case we intend to rent an office and we
need a cleaning lady, may she be
remunerated in the form of monthly
salary on the basis of a contract, or
should we make an acquisition of
services in this regard, for the expense
to be eligible ?

According to the provisions of the List of
eligible expenditure, annex to the
Applicant’s Guide, beneficiaries may
claim expenditures for cleaning under
expenditure  category Office  and
administrative expenditure. According to
the Applicant’s Guide, these
expenditures shall be reimbursed based
on flat rates, therefore the Programme
bodies shall not request or check any of

the documents for reimbursing the
expenditures. Nevertheless, the
beneficiaries have the obligation of
respecting  all relevant national

legislation.
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1.6

Pregatim o aplicatie si va rog sa ne

explicati cum se verifica costurile
salariale in timpul implementarii
proiectului.

We are preparing an application and
please clarify the procedure to control
during the project implementation the
expenditures with the staff.

The Programme decided to use simplified
costs on staff costs (flat rate).

Staff costs shall be reimbursed as a flat
rate of maximum 15% of direct costs for
soft projects. For hard projects the flat
rate shall not exceed 5% of direct costs.
Direct costs that form the basis for
calculation of staff costs must be
incurred and paid by the beneficiary as

real costs, and shall include the
following expenditure categories:

a) Travel and accommodation;

b) External expertise and services;

C) Equipment expenditure;

d) Infrastructure and works.

For details please consult both Annex D-
List of Eligible Expenditures and Annex E-
Simplified costs.
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Management verifications  (including
controllers) and audits will not check
supporting documents for real costs
under a category of expenditure
calculated by a flat-rate, but only
supporting documents for costs included
in the calculation basis for the
application of the flat-rate. Still the
national legislation into force must be
respected. If an irregularity suspicion is
issued, supporting documents may be
requested and financial corrections
applied, if the case.

During project implementation only costs
included in Travel and accommodation;
External  expertise and  services;
Equipment and Project preparation will
be subject to control of the supporting
financial documents!
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MpoeKTbT NpeaBMKAa 3aKkynyBaHe Ha
obopy/ZBaHe, KOeTO He € BK/OYEHO B
npunoxeHune C.Ceilings for
expenditures, ot HacokuTe 3a
KaHauZaTcTBaHe. B cboTBeTCTBUE C
KaKBW CTOMHOCTM M U3UCKBaHUS CleBa
Jla ce 6roaxKeTUpa CTOMHOCTTa My?
3ab/IKUTENHO 1N € U3rOTBAHETO Ha

The project provides purchase of
equipment, which is not included in
Annex C. Ceilings for expenditures of
the Guidelines for Applicants. In the
case, what should be the budgeted
value? Is it necessary to be provided an
independent value evaluation or should
we take an offer from a potential

In case the items you describe in this
section are not included in Annex C -
Ceilings for expenditure to the
Applicant’s Guide, projects must submit
evidence about the market price of that
particular item: either 3 offers from
operators (preferably print screen for
that particular item from well-known

1.7 OL€HKa Ha CTOMHOCTTa My OT supplier? Is it acceptable to provide only | suppliers from the market or an
He3aBMCUM oLeHUTen uam Tpabea ga ce | 1 offer? independent evaluation of the cost of
B3eMe odepTa OT noTeHuuaneH that particular item (and English
A0CTaBYMK? ZlonyCTMMO nu e translation, if issued in other language
npeacTtaBsHe camo Ha 1 odepTta? than English). The budgeted price (in
case of 3 offers justifications) must not
exceed the median value of the 3 offers
(calculated at Inforeuro exchange rate
from March 2015).
JlonycTnM pa3xoj /M ca aBTOPCKUTE Is it eligible expenditure the copyright Intellectual property rights are eligible
1.8 npaea 3a My3MKa/IHM NPoOU3BeAEHUA, of music, which will be used for expenditures.

KOMTO LLe ce M3MNoN3BaT Npu AeMHOCTU
3a peasM3npaHe Ha NpoeKTHaTa uaes?

activities for the realization of the
project idea?
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B MpunoxeHne C.Ceilings for In the Annex C. Ceilings for Yes. It relates to all consultancy costs
expenditures, ot HacokuTe 3a expenditures of the Guidelines for made by the applicants in order to
KaHauMpaTcTBaHe ¢ Koz 66171000-9 Applicants code 66171000-9 prepare the application form for
"KOHCYNTaHTCKKU yCayrn npu "Consultancy in applying for grants, submission. The specified ceilling of
KaHAMAaTCTBaHe 3a 6e3Bb3Me3Ha preparation of documentation” is placed | 1,200 euro is referring to each of the

1.9 ¢dmHaHCoBa NOMOLL, M3roTBAHE Ha a limit of € 1,200 for consulting / project partners.

' AOKYMeHTauuA" e noctaBeH JIMMUT OT project. Is the application preparation

1200 eBpO 3a KOHCYATaUMA/ NPOEKT. included in the price?
TyK BKJIOYEHM NI Ca KOHCY/ITaUMM No
U3roTBAHe Ha popMmynsapa 3a
KaHAMAaTCTBaHe MM TOBa Ca
AOMbJIHUTENTHU KOHCYNTaUum?
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11.10

s+ [TBTHU U KBAPTUPHM pa3xoau,
CBbp3aHu C NpoBeX[aHe Ha cpeLm
Mexay 6eHedUUMEHTUTE MO NPOEKTH,
BbHLUHA eKCnepTm3sa 1 yCayru,
npeAnpoeKTHM MpOoyYBaHMA UK
€KBMBaJIEHTHa TEXHMYECKa
AOKYMeHTauma, AHanms ,,pa3xoam-
nonsun”, NpoyyBaHMA U pa3xoam 3a
AOKYMEHTaumMsa, HeobxoMmMa 3a
nosiyyaBaHe Ha Heob6xoauMUTE
pa3speLnTenHn U JOKYMEHTaUMATA,
CBbp3aHa C rpajcKoTo NJaHUpaHe ,
OLEHKM Ha Bb3EMCTBUETO, NPOYYBAHUS
Ha MeCTOMOJIOXXEHMETO Ha MHBECTMUUTE
/ OUEHKM, BKIKOYUTENHO U AEMHOCTU MO
TAXHaTa TeEXHMYECKa npoBepkKa....”
Karto cbwure ,,..He cneaBa Aa ca
noseye ot 10 % OT NpeKkuTe pa3xoam no
npoekra...”

B Ta3n Bpb3Ka, KaKbB € A0NYCTMMMA
pa3mep (B NPOLEHTHO CbOTHOLLEHUE U
KaTo CTOMHOCT B €BpO) Ha pa3xoauTe
npeABUAEHM 3a NOArOTOBKA Ha:

o AnamkaumoHHa opma;

= GlO4KEeT Ha MpPOEeKTa;

o aHanM3 ,,pasxoam - Nonsu’”;
o KOMMNMEKTOBAHE Ha NMbJIHUA

NnakKeT OT JOKYMEHTHU.

What are the eligible costs provided for
the preparation of project - in
percentage and value in euros for:

o Application form

o Project budget;

o Analysis "cost - benefit";

o Compiling the application
package.

Preparation costs include: travel and
accommodation costs related to
meetings between project beneficiaries,
external expertise and services,
feasibility study or equivalent technical
document, Cost Benefit Analysis, studies
and costs for documentation necessary to
obtain the necessary endorsements and
authorizations, documentation
concerning the urban planning plan,
impact assessments, location
studies/appraisals, including their
technical verification and shall be
reimbursed as real costs (support
documents will be necessary).

Preparation costs are eligible in a 10%
limit applied to the direct costs (Travel
and accommodation, External expertise
and services, Equipment, Infrastructure
and works)

There are no concrete percentages of
costs for Application form, Project
budget; Analysis "cost - benefit";
Compiling the application package.

The only requirement is that the
preparation costs are not more than 10%
applying to direct cost.
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.11

Cbuwo TaKa, KakbB € AonyCTUMMUA
pasmep (B NPOUEHTHO CbOTHOLIEHME U
KaTo CTOMHOCT B €BpO) Ha pa3xoamTe 3a
,»[1paBHU KOHCyATauMM”, Ha eTan
NnoAroToBKa Ha NPOEKTHOTO
npeanoxeHue?

Taka HanpuMep 3an0xKeHunTe B peg 476
oT ,,Annex C. Ceilings for expenditures”
- ,I1paBHM ycayru”, cumtaT m ce 3a
pasxou oT eTana Ha NoAroToBKa Ha
NPOEKTHOTO NpeaJioXKeHWe U B KaKBO
KOHKPEeTHO ce u3passsar?

What is the threshold (in percentage
and value in euros) of spending on
“Legal advice" on the stage of
preparation of the project proposal?

For example, are the "Legal Services" in
line 476 of "Annex C. Ceilings for
expenditures®“ considered to be an
expenditure on the stage of preparation
of the project proposal and in particular
what is the legal services include?

There is no threshold in percentage of
spending on “Legal advice”. The only
requirement is that the preparation costs
are not more than 10% applying to the
direct cost.

Expenditures for “Legal Services” in line
476 of "Annex C. Ceilings for
expenditures” are related to legal
software and not for the project
preparation costs.
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11.12

Mo oTHoweHue Ha ,,Annex C. Ceilings
for expenditures”, 6uxte nm
KOHKPEeTM3Mpann KakBO BKJIHOYBA
3aJ10XEHOTO BbB:

= Pen 434 , ®u1HaHCOBM
KOHCYNTAHTCKMU YCAYrn” 1 CbOTBETHO
pes 435 ,,KoHCynTaHTCKM ycayru npu
KaHAauZaTcTBaHe 3a 6e3Bb3MesHa
¢prHaHCOBa NOMOLL, M3roTBAHE Ha
AOKYMEHTaUMA Ha HeobxoammaTta”.
CbwmMTe eHaKBU /i1 Ca C BU3MPaHUTE
OT Hac no-rope B T. 1 UK KacaAT
€AMHCTBEHO U caMo PrHaHCOBM
KOHCyATaum1, CBbp3aHu C
noAroToBKaTa Ha MPOEKTHOTO
npeanoxeHue?

Mpu KaHAMAAT OT ABa NapTHbopa (eAMH
OT 6b/Irapcka U Apyr OT pyMbHCKa
CTpaHa) - 3an0}KeHMAT MaKCUMaIHO
aonyctmm pasmep - 1200
eBpo/MHAHCUPaAH NPOEKT € KpalHa
CTOMHOCT 3a BCEKU €AUH OT
napTHbOpMUTE Mo OTAENHO UK popMMpa
obLia ueHa 1 3a Bata napTHbopa?

In relation to ,,Annex C. Ceilings for
expenditures” could you specify what
does include the Line 434 ,,Financial
consultancy services” and Line 435
,Consultancy services when applying for
subsidy (grant), preparation of the
necessary documentation”?

Are these lines the same as the lines
mentioned in p.1 or do they refer only
to Financial consultancy concerning the
project preparation.

When the partnership consists of two
partners (one Bulgarian and one
Romanian) - is the specified ceiling of
1200 euro/financed project a final
value for each of the partners or is it a
total price for both partners?

Line 434 ,,Financial consultancy services”
is the headline of the expenditure
category and consists only of Line 435
,Consultancy services when applying for
subsidy (grant), preparation of the
necessary documentation” so these
expenditures concern Financial
consultancy services when applying for
subsidy (grant) as well as the preparation
of the relevant documentation.

The line does not comprise all the
expenditures that may incur in the
process of the project preparation but all
consultancy costs made by the applicants
in order to prepare the application form
for submission.

The specified celling of 1,200 euro is
referring to each of the project partners.
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3anoxenute B peg 527 ot ,,Annex C.
Ceilings for expenditures” -
,,KOHCYNTAHTCKM yCNyrm B 06,1acTTa Ha
06LLeCTBEHUTE NOPBYKKU”, cuMTaT Jim ce
3a pa3xoAM OT eTana Ha NoAroToBKa Ha
NPOEKTHOTO NpeAJsioKeHUE U B KaKBO
KOHKPETHO ce u3pasAear?

»yAnnex C. Ceilings for expenditures” -
line 527 - “Consultancy services in
Public Procurement Procedures” are
these expenditures referred to the
preparation phase and what are they?

It refers to contracting external
expertise for preparation/development
of the Public Procurement Procedures
envisaged by the project. If it is related
to preparation of the application form
for submission could be project
preparation expenditure, otherwise
should be project implementation costs.

11.14

Mma M pa3xoam CBbp3aHu C
noAroToBKaTa Ha NMPOEKTHOTO
npeaNoXXeHMe, KOUTO He Ca BKJIOYEHM
B ,,Annex C. Ceilings for expenditures”?
Ako Bawwmsar otrosop e ,,JA”, 61xTe am
KOHKpEeTU3Mpasn, KOU Ca T€ U KaKbB €
A0NYyCTUMMA UM pasMep (B MPOLEHTHO
CbOTHOLLEHME M KAaTO CTOMHOCT B €BPO)
Ha pasxoauTe nNpeaBUAEHM 3a
NoAroToBKa Ha NMPOEKTHOTO
npeanoxkeHue?

Are there any expenditures concerning
preparation of the project proposal that
are not included in Annex C. Ceilings for
expenditures”? If “yes”, could you
specify them and their part (percentage
and value in euro) in preparation cost?

If you have expenditures which are not
included in Annex C. Ceilings for
expenditures you have to justify the
prices. Their percentage and value in
euro is not specified.
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What the limit of the preparation costs
for: 1. Application form 2. Financial
analysis?

Preparation costs are eligible in a 10%
limit applied to the direct costs (Travel
and accommodation, External expertise
and services, Equipment, Infrastructure
and works)

There are no concrete percentages of
costs for Application form, Project
budget; Analysis "cost - benefit";
Compiling the application package.

The only requirement is that the
preparation costs are not more than 10%
applying to direct cost.
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Este eligibila achizitionarea unui
autocar in conditiile in care acesta
serveste indeplinirii activitatilor din
proiect? Mentionam ca prin proiect se
urmareste, pe de o parte, punerea in
valoare a patrimonoiului cultural din
muzeele din Drobeta Turnu Severin si
Vidin, iar pe de alta parte infiintarea
unor actiuni culturale comune
(expozitii, vizite tematice etc). De
asemenea cele 2 muzee se afla in orase
dunarene, tranzitate de vapoare de
croaziera cu numerosi turisti straini
dornici sa viziteze expozitiile oferite
si, atat pe malul romanesc, cat si pe
cel bulgar persisita problema
transportului pasagerilor in conditii
decente de la vapoare la muzee si
retur.

Is it eligible the procurement of a bus if
it is justified by the project activities?
We would like to mention that the
project, on one hand, will promote the
cultural heritage form the Vidin and
Drobeta Turnu Severin museums, and on
the other hand will develop joint
cultural activities (exhibitions, thematic
visits etc.). Both museums are located
in Danubian municipalities, passed over
cruise ships with lots of tourists
enthusiastic for exhibitions. On the
Romanian and Bulgarian sides, the
transport of the passengers from the
ships to the museums and way back is
still a matter.

According to the list of eligible
expenditures for Interreg V-A Romania-
Bulgaria Programme applicable to
Priority axis 1-5, the vehicles are
eligible. Please pay attention to the
specific objectives and indicative actions
of the second priority axis considered for
the project.
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May the travel budget line include
expenses for participation in
international tourism fairs across the EU
to promote common tourism products
and services? Is the participation in
international tourism fairs across the EU
an eligible activity?

May the travel budget line cover the
expenses of visitors (especially
representatives of tour operators) from
areas and countries outside the cross-
border region so that they can tour sites
in the cross-border area?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the activities have to
be implemented in the Programme
eligible area. However, in case a project
has to be implemented partially outside
the eligible area, it has to prove that it is
in for the benefit of the programme
area. The total costs incurred outside of
the eligible area (related to any activity
or any category of expenditure) shall be
limited to 20% of the ERDF total eligible
project budget, irrespective of the
location of the partner. Please be
advised that the application form has a
distinctive section regarding the
activities that are to be implemented
outside the Programme area, which
applicants are requested to fill in.

As regards your question regarding
budgetary lines, please be advised that
Annex D of the Applicant’s Guide lists
the eligible expenditures under the
Programme. Travel and accommodation
costs mentioned at Article 10 of the
above mentioned
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Annex refers only to the staff of the
applicant, whilst travel and
accommodation costs of external experts
and service providers must be included
under external expertise and services
costs (Article 11 - Annex D). Costs
related to participation in events (e.g.
registration fees) are included as eligible
expenditures under External expertise
and services costs.

We would also like to draw your
attention to the measures included in
the Applicant’s Guide in order to avoid
any state aid activities, which are not
financeable under the current call for
proposals.
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B Tabamuata c pa3xogHuTe cTaHAapTH €
nocoyeHa LeHa 3a BUAeO0 NPoeKTop 3a
NpoXeKuua Ha 3aKp1To. B egHa oT
HalwMTe AEMHOCTM CE HYXKAAEM OT
NpOEeKUMOHEH anapaT 3a OTKPUTO
NPOCTPaHCTBO, KOMTO € MHOro No-
MOLLEH U 3HAYUTENIHO MO- CKbM,
CbLUOTO Ce OTHACA M 3a Hy)KJaTa HU OT
NPEHOCUM KOMMIOTBP NO-MOLLEH M MO-
cKbn. Mpu go6pa 060CHOBKA HAKOM OT
pa3xoauTe 3a/10)KeHu B broaKeTa Morat
M Ja HaAXBbPAIAT T€3M NOCOYEHU B
Tabsmuarta? B npoTUBEH Cay4Yam HAKOM
OT AEMHOCTMTE NPOCTO TpAbBa Aa
oTrnagHaT. A ako nNpoekTa Mcka aa
npvBAMYa U a 6bJe MHTEpeCeH 3a
MNaauTe, TO B HAKOM Cyyau e
HEBBH3MOXHO 6€3 BKJ/Il0YBaHE Ha HOBM
CbBpPEMEHHM TexHonormu. bnaroaaps.

A price for a video projector for indoor
using is indicated in the table “Ceilings
for expenditures”. We need for one of
our activities of a projector for outdoor
using, which is more powerful and
significantly more expensive. We need
also more powerful and more expensive
computer (laptop). Is it eligible the
expenditures set in the “Ceilings for
expenditures” to be exceeded giving
good justification for this? Otherwise
the activities could not be
implemented. If the project aims to be
attractive to young people, it is
impossible the new technologies not to
be included.

If more expensive article is needed for

the implementation of activities, 3 offers

or an independent evaluation of the cost
has to be provided. The applicant should
prove the absolute necessity of
purchasing of an equipment with
enhanced/superior parameters and to
demonstrate how it will contribute to
the implementation of project activities
and achievement of programme
indicators. The proposal will be analyzed
and will be subject to acceptance /
rejection from the evaluators
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Dis

Avand in vedere expertiza interna
limitata, avem nevoie sa colaboram cu
firme de consultanta si de aceea dorim
sa ne clarificam cateva detalii privind
eligibilitatea unor cheltuieli, precum si
nivelul acestora, dupa cum urmeaza:
1. Cheltuielile ocazionate de:
chiimer: t&&lﬁﬂ@f@e@@ﬁ@tlﬂﬂﬁmuivalent
proiect plecand de la nevoia
identificata de noi

Organizarea de intalniri cu
partenerii bulgari si asigurarea
materialelor suport, in limba romana,
bulgara si engleza astfel incat si
conducerea institutiei noastre si a
partenerului bulgar sa fie in
permanenta informata

Analizarea criteriilor impuse de
Ghid pentru fiecare partener inclusiv a
celor referitoare la standardele de cost
Cercetare si colectare date in
vederea sustinerii/argumentarii
aplicatiei

Spijinirea noastra in formularea
adreselor catre institutii terte in
vederea obtinerii documentelor
necesare

Sunt eligibile ca si expertiza externa in
dezvoltarea proiectului, necesara,
pentru care, se poate estima o valoare
pe baza a 3 oferte avand in vedere ca
nu este prevazut un standard pentru un
astfel de cost?

1. Cand ati stabilit limita de 1200
de euro pentru fiecare partener in
“Consultancy in applying for grants,
preparation of documentation” v-ati
referit la toate cele de mai sus? Sau
doar la scrierea efectiva a aplicatiei in
cazul in care noi am pune toate
informatiile la dispozitie?

Considering the limited expertise of the
municipality, we will have to
collaborate Wltl’lR@ nsultants; therefore,
e aspects referring to
of-8he expenditure and
the threshotd, as it follows:

n E5)
Beve opme of the'project

uaarmgaptasﬁasm geframntbeyidendifiedbropos
needjelated to eligibility and scoring.

. Organizing meetings with the
Bulgarian partners and providing
supporting documents, in Romanian and
Bulgarian and English languages for the
project partners to be permanently
updated;

. Analyzing the criteria from the
Applicant’s Guide for each partners,
including ceilings for expenditure;

. Collecting data for justify the
project;

. Supporting our municipality to
draft letters for the other institutions to
collect the necessary documents.

Are they eligible for external expertise
for project development, which for a
value can be established based on 3
offers, due to the fact that a standard
cost is not provided?

When the 1200 Eur limit was established
for each partner at "Consultancy in
applying for grants, preparation of
documentation” have you taken in
consideration all the above mentioned?
Or only the development of the
application if the municipality will
provide all the necessary information?

Please find bellow clarifications to your
request:

» Development of the project concept
starting from the identified need - if refers
to project concept and describing the
activities for the application form, than, the
1200 Eur value includes this service;

« Organizing meetings with the Bulgarian
partners and providing supporting

' dottmétsitdninRaimanidteadeBatgarian and
English languages for the project partners to
be permanently updated - the 1200 Eur value
does not include these expenditures. These
expenditures could be eligible as project
preparation costs, either as travel and
accommodation costs or services related to
organization of events or meetings;

« Analyzing the criteria from the Applicant’s
Guide for each partners, including ceilings
for expenditure - if it is about informing the
beneficiary regarding the conditions,
criteria, thresholds, than, the 1200 Eur value
includes this service. If it refers to the
meetings with potential beneficiaries to
analyze the guide, then, the 1200 Eur value
does not include these expenditures. These
expenditures could be eligible as project
preparation costs, either as travel and
accommodation costs or services related to
organization of events or meetings;

» Collecting data for justify the project -
additional details are necessary for an
unequivocal answer. Basically, 1200 Eur
value does not include these expenditures;

» Supporting our municipality to draft
letters for the other institutions to collect
the necessary documents - the 1200 Eur
value does not include these expenditures.
According to Applicant Guide section 11.2.
Eligibility Criteria “In case the service which
is going to be purchased is not following the
list of ceilings, the proposal to exceed the
ceiling will be analyzed, provided a proper
and clear justification is provided, as well as
the related supporting documents (including
3 offers or an independent evaluation of the
cost).
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We would like to ask the following
question regarding the call for
proposals.

In which section of the budget the audit
expenditures should be included?

Please be informed that the audit
expenditures should be included at External
Expertise and services budgetary line. Please
note that at Programme level we no longer
require as mandatory audit of projects. If
you consider it necessary for your project,
you will have to argument it in the
application form, just as any other service.
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1. Ha ctpaHuua 41 ot Hacokute, B
XDBNTO NoJe, € 3anucaHo:

Partnerships having at least 2
beneficiaries with previous average
weighted financial execution rates
(also taking into consideration the
value of their budgets) of less than 50%
for projects financed under Romania-
Bulgaria CBC Programme 2007-2013
will not be accepted for financing!

B npeseHTauMATa Ha camra, CbWUAT
TEKCT e NnpeBejeH:

= AKO noHe aBamMa 6eHedULMEHTH
Mo-paHo Ca y4acTBa/IM B MPOEKTH,
¢drHaHcHpaHu oT lMNporpamara
bvnrapma-PymbHua 2007-2013 m
yCpeAHeHaTa CTOMHOCT Ha TAXHOTO
(p1HaAHCOBO yyacTue, B3EMaMKU
npeaBua CTOMHOCTTa Ha TEXHUTE
6roaxxeTtn, e omna nog 50%, Toraea
TEKYLUMAT NPOEKT HAMA Ja 6bae
AonycTuM (HoBo!).

TbM KaTo MMa M3BECTHA pa3/iMKa B
npesoja U pa3dbupaHeTo Ha NOCOYEHOTO
OrpaHuyeHMe, KaKTo M abCcontoTHA
HeACHOTa KaKBO O3HayaBa To, MOJIA Aa
AajeTe pasfacHeHWe U NpUmep.

1. As there is some difference in the
translation and in the understanding of
the above mentioned restriction as well
as absolute unclearness about the
meaning, please provide us with an
explanation and an example.

2. According to the Applicant Guide one
of the eligible activities in PA 3 is:

. Reconstructing cultural
infrastructure: recovery and promotion
of cultural monuments based on
relevant cross-border
strategies/concepts

Does it mean that “reconstructing
cultural infrastructure” includes
cultural halls, community centers,
theatres, opera, museums, which are
not classified as cultural monuments by
the Ministry of Culture?

What does it mean “relevant cross-
border strategies/concepts” and do we
need to point / attach the mentioned
documents?

1. The official version is English version
”Partnership with at least 2 beneficiaries of
Romania-Bulgaria Cross Border Cooperation
Programme 2007-2013 previous average
weighted financial execution rates (also
taking into consideration the value of their
budgets) of less than 50 % for projects
financed under Romania- Bulgaria CBC
Programme 2007-2013 will not be accepted
for financing!”. Please consider this version.
Related to the method for calculation of
budgetary execution of the partners, please
find bellow an example for the methodology:

Beneficiary (X) | Budget | Total
S reimbursemen
t claims
First project A Z
Second project B Y

The budgetary execution was calculated as:
(Z+Y)/(A+B) that represented the total of
reimbursement  claims  submitted/total
budgets of the respective partner.

2. According to the Applicant Guide the
reconstruction of cultural infrastructure:
recovery and promotion of cultural
monuments based on relevant cross-border
strategies/concepts it is an indicative
activity. Anyhow, the project should
contribute to the achievement of indicators
for PA 2 - A green region.




B
ROMANIA - BULGES>

HHILCTITICYy “

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

2. TpetaTta OT M3OPOEHUTE AOMYCTH
mbMm feMHocTU Ha NpropuTeTHa oc 2
EAWH 3eneH perMoH rnacu:

. PEeKOHCTPYKUMA Ha KynTypHaTa
UHPpPACTPYKTypa, Bb3CTaHOBABAHE M
nonynspmMsMpaHe Ha KynTypHUTE
NnaMeTHMLM OCHOBaHM Ha pe/ieBaHTHM
TPaHCrpaHUYHM CTpaTermum/KoHUENUMH;
2.1 /Ja pa3sbupame u, Yye nog
»PEKOHCTPYKLMA Ha KYNTypHa
MHpaCcTpyKTypa” ca AonNyCTUMMK
06EeKTU, KOUTO He ca KracuduumMpaHu
KaTo ,,MfaMeTHMUM Ha KyaTypaTta” CbC
CbOTBETHMA JOKYMEHT oT MK, a ca
HanpMmep Ky/ATypeH AOM, YMTanmLle,
TeaTbp, onepa, My3eM U T.H

2.2  KakBo ce vma npegsuz noj
,,OCHOBAHM Ha pesieBaHTHM
TpaHCrpaHUYHKU cTpaTerum /
KoHuenumn” . TpabBa M CbOTBETHUTE
AOKYMEHTHM Aa 6baaTt UMTUPaHu /
npunaraHu.

3. JonycTMMO 11 € YUCTO HOBO
CTPOMTENCTBO Ha Ky/ATypHa
UHpACTPYKTypa, Hanpumep
MHOrodyHKLUMOHA/IHA 3a1a 3a Ky/ITYpHHU
U3ABU, MY3EM, KYNTYPEH AIOM U T.H

3. Is it eligible brand new construction
of cultural infrastructure, for example
multifunctional hall for cultural
performance, museums, cultural hall,
etc.

4. Concerning Annex A 18 Project
Environmental Impact Report:

Please clarify who issues and signs the
Annex 18;

According Bulgarian legislation an
Environmental Impact Assessment is
required. Does the enclosing of Annex
18 means that there is no need of EIA at
the application stage?

3. Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of actions, in the interest of equal
treatment of applicants, the JS cannot give a
prior opinion on this, the assessment working
group and the Monitoring Committee of the
Programme being entitle to decide on this.

4. Following the Corrigendum the Annex A 18
Project Environmental was accordingly
numbered as: Annex A 12 - Environmental
Impact Report. This annex has to be
prepared and signed by the applicant.

At the stage of application Annex 11 has to
be presented - the decision of the
competent environment authority has to be
issued (according Environmental Protection
Act and Ordinance for the Conditions and the
Order for Implementing Environmental
Impact Assessment) stating that the project
either :

- observes the legal
environment protection or
- completed the first stage of EIA procedure
- screening.

The Environmental Impact Assessment (if
needed) is not mandatory at application
stage but has to be presented at pre-
contractual phase (Annex 14).

provisions  of
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Avand in vedere ca o problema comuna
in localitatile rurale cu iesire la Marea
Neagra, de o parte si de alta a
granitei, este camparea necontrolata
pe plaji sau spatii verzi, cu efecte
nedorite majore asupra mediului,
mentionam ca una dintre masurile pe
care le propunem in proiectul nostru
este de a amenaja parcuri de campare
in localitatile partenere, care sa
asigure: parcari, iluminat, cabine dus,
grupuri sanitare, platforma de
colectare selectiva a deseurilor,
alveole mobilate cu mobilier din lemn
(banci, mese servire a mesei)

In conditiile in care in zona pusa la
dispozitia proiectului de catre
partenerul din Bulgaria, acesta fiind
administratie publica locala, nu exista
retea de canalizare, am dori sa
realizam prin proiect o scurta
prelungire a retelei de canalizare
actuala, pana la locatia spatiului de
campare, astfel incat sa fie posibile
amenajari dusuri si grupuri sanitare.
In acest context, va adresam
rugamintea de ne preciza daca aceasta
extindere a unei scurte portiuni a
retelei de canalizare este eligibila.

Since a common problem in rural
localities bordering the Black Sea, on
both sides of the border is uncontrolled
camping on beaches or green spaces,
having major undesirable effects on the
environment, we would like to mention
that one of the measures we propose
within our project is to arrange camping
parks in the partner localities that
would provide: parking, lighting, shower
cabins, toilets, selective waste
collection platform, wafers furnished
with wooden furniture (benches, tables
catering)

Given that in the area made available
by the project partner from Bulgaria,
which is the local public administration,
no sewerage network exists, we would
like to realize through the project a
short extension of the existing sewerage
network up to the space camp location,
so arrangements for showers and toilets
are possible.

In this context, we kindly ask you to
specify whether this extension of short
portions of sewerage network is
eligible.

According to the provisions of the List of
eligible expenditures, Annex D to the
Applicant’s Guide, costs related to the
sewerage network are mentioned as eligible
under budgetary chapter Infrastructure and
Works (Article 13 - Infrastructure and
works). Unfortunately, we may not provide
an answer regarding the eligibility of your
project activity as this has to analyzed in the
context of the entire project.

Also, we would like to mention that if the
location of the actions implementation fall

under NATURA 2000, all infrastructure
actions have to be preliminary
assessed/approved by the Ministry of

Environment and Waters (MOEW) in Bulgaria,
respecting the existing procedures.
Furthermore, the evaluation of the project is
the task of the evaluators, the final decision
belonging to the Monitoring Committee.
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4. KaTto 4acT OT Npu/IoXKeHUATa 3a
KaHAMZaTCTBaHe e npuaoxeH Annex A
18 Project Environmental Impact
Report

4.1 Monsa aa passicHMTE KOW cnefBa
[a U3roTeBu M noanuiie ropeonmcaHms
AOKYMEHT?

4.2  TbM KaTo cnopes 6bArapckoTo
3aKOHOAATENNICTBO BCEKM
WMHBECTMUMOHEH NpoeKT n3anckesa OBOC
(OueHKa Ha Bb34eNCTBMETO BbpPXY
OKOJIHaTa cpefia), npuaaraHeTo Ha
Annex A 18 Project Environmental
Impact Report o3HayaBa nu, Yye 3a
HYXXAMTE Ha KaHAMAaTCTBaHe no
MporpamaTta He e Heobxoanm OBOC
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Please provide us clarification on the
following questions regarding budgeting
in the development of soft projects
under the INTERREG V-A Romania -
Bulgaria Programme:

(1) If if is sufficient to provide just a
simplified budget as included in the
application form, do we need to provide
offers and other relevant documents
justifying the rates that were not
included in the table "C. Ceiling of
expenditure” with the application form
(or they will be requested during FLC)?

(2) Do we need to budget an audit
service for every partner in an
application?

1. You have to fill in the budget form
foreseen within section 3.1 of the
Application Form. Please pay attention to
the fact that there are different budget
format for soft / hard projects. Also, please
observe that each equipment / service /
works shall be appropriately described
within section 2.3 of the Application Form.
Also, according to the Guide, in case an
item is not on the list, 3 offers or an
independent evaluation of the cost will be
provided;

2. There is no such request/obligation
set at Programme level.
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Suntem un institut national din
Bucuresti, deci din afara zonei
eligibile, motiv pentru care putem
accesa doar 20% din valoarea intregului
proiect.

In acest context, desi toate activitatile
au ca scop implementarea in zona
eligibila, cum trebuie interpretata
mentiunea "the total indicative budget
of the activities that will be carried
out outside the programme eligible are
limited to maximum 20% at project
level, irrespective of the location of
the beneficiary (of the ERDF total
eligible project budget)". De ex.,
costurile de personal, echipamentele
de achizitionat, cheltuielile
administrative se considera a fi
efectuate in afara ariei de eligibilitate,
tinand cont de sediul institutului?

We are a national institute located in
Bucharest, so outside the eligible area,
which is why we can only access 20% of
the entire project budget.

In this context, although all activities
are aimed to be implemented in the
eligible area, how should we interpret
the following "the total indicative
budget of the activities that will be
carried out outside the eligible program
are limited to a maximum of 20% at
project level, irrespective of the
location of the beneficiary (of the ERDF
total eligible project budget)”. For
example, staffs costs, equipment
purchased, administrative expenditure
are deemed to be made outside the
scope of eligibility, considering the
headquarters of the institute?

First of all, we mention that the 20% ceiling
applies only if you do not have competences
in the eligible area (according to the
Applicant’s Guide, in this case you are
eligible, with no budgetary restrictions).
Regarding your question, according to the
template of the Application Form, each
beneficiary has to list the activities which
are to be carried out outside the eligible
area and indicate the total budget of these
activities. An activity’s location is judged
based on the place where it is implemented.
So, activities implemented outside the
eligible area should respect the 20%
threshold mentioned in the Applicant’s
Guide. In your example, staff costs and
administrative expenditures are to be
considered costs incurred outside the
eligible area, taking into consideration the
location of the beneficiary. As regards the
equipment, it depends on the location of the
activity for which it is going to be used.
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11.25

Will costs for project elaboration during
months May and June 2015 be
considered eligible? Projects need to be
submitted in English - in this line will
the translation cost be considered
eligible also? External expertise for
proper filling of the project application
form could be considered eligible cost
or no?

2. According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, preparation costs are
eligible if they are incurred between
1.01.2014 and the submission of the
Application Form, as provided in the
Applicant’s Guide. Therefore, depending on
the time you submit the Application Form,
costs incurred in May and June are eligible
provided they respect all the conditions
stipulated in the Applicant’s Guide.
Applicant’s Guide mentions that preparation
costs shall include travel and
accommodation costs related to meetings
between project beneficiaries, external
expertise and services, feasibility study or
equivalent technical document, Cost Benefit
Analysis, studies and costs for
documentation necessary to obtain the
necessary endorsements and authorizations,
documentation concerning the urban
planning plan, impact assessments, location
studies/appraisals, including their technical
verification and shall be reimbursed as real
costs (support documents will be necessary).
Costs related to translation and consultancy
for project preparation are eligible as
preparation costs under external expertise
and services costs. For  additional
information regarding eligibility of
expenditure please refer to Annex D of the
Applicants’ Guide - List of eligible
expenditure.
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Durring our intended project, we are
planning to use our boats for scanning
the sea buttom and dive different
wrecks in the Black Sea. Please clarify
the place of fuel aquisition in the
budgetary lines:

1. Travel and accommodation

The cost of the fuel should be included in
budgetary line Travel and accommodation.

I1.26 2. External expertise and services
3. Equipment
4. Project preparation costs (max. 10%
of calculation basis) 5. Staff costs - flat
rate of 10.35%* of calculation basis 6.
Office and administrative costs - flat
rate of 5% of calculation basis
Expertii din cadrul proiectului, de The experts within the project, for As you presented the situation, in case of
exemplu un expert cultural care va fi | example a cultural expert which will be | labor contract, the expenditure related to
angajat cu contract de munca, vor fi hired with labor contract, will be this expert should be included within
I1.27 | inclusi in staff sau in cadrul liniei budgetary chapter “Staff costs”. Also, please

bugetare de servicii?

included within budgetary line staff or
services?

note that the table of the budget will
automatically calculate the Staff costs based
on the direct costs.
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. 28

Regarding the Budget form part of the
Application form Section 3,

we have difficulties adding new rows in
order to fill in all expenditures related
to project activities.in the imported
excel table buttons like "Insert”,
"Delete” are not functioning, which
makes it not possible to adjust the table
with a specific project proposal's
relevant budget information.

In the Application Pack there's no
separate Annex excel file "Budget” or
"Budget Justification”

Is it admissable to prepare the budget
in excel table following all the
requisites of the budget table imported
into the AF or that will be a grounds for
disqualification?

It would be best if you publish officially
the Budget table into excel format and
if necessary applicants may import it
into the AF after completing it into the
excel file.

Please be informed that the budget for this
programming period has changed, all
formulas of the budget attached to the
Application form are blocked in order to
avoid certain mistakes. Also, there is no
need to add new rows to the budget, the
budget is global, you may keep a detailed
budget if you wish but it is not requested by
the Programme. Also, please pay a special
attention in describing in the section 2.3
Project Activities (“Description of the main
equipment and services purchased” or
“Description of the work”) the necessary
items/services/works for your project.
Basically the budget includes only totals for
the budgetary chapters. However, in case
you find it useful to see the formulas behind
the attached budget, please note that the
table with the formulas unlocked is available
on the Programme website
(http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Bu
dget_from_AF.xlsx), separately from the
Guide, but this is just for information
purposes, it cannot be wused in the
application form and is not part of the
Applicants Pack.



http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Budget_from_AF.xlsx
http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/user/file/Budget_from_AF.xlsx
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11.29

Where should we plan funds for paid
media coverage of our news and what is
the fee per coverage?

The costs for media services can be included
within budgetary chapter ,,External expertise
and services”, but please pay a special
attention in describing in the section 2.3
Project Activities (“Description of the main
equipment and services purchased” or
“Description of the work”) the necessary
items/services/works for your project.
Basically the budget includes only totals for
the budgetary chapters. In this regard, you
do not need to detail the expenditures
within the budget. Also, please be informed
that you must follow the Ceilings for
expenditure (Annex C to the Applicant’s
Guide, the prices are calculated without
VAT) when completing the budget of the
project in the Application Form.
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11.30

Consultancy services for overall project
management - Is it possible to use
consultancy for the management of our
project? Or do you mean other types of
projects under this budget item?

Externalized Project management was
designed to cover the fields where the
partner does not have internal expertise or
competency to ensure the proper
development of activities with the own staff.
The range of activities can differ from one
project to another and should be enclosed in
the contract between the partner and the
supplier (e.g: drafting progress reports or
payment claims - either FLC requests or
Reimbursement claims, general management
of the project, reporting to legal
representative of the partner and proposing
sollutions, etc.).

11.31

Can members of the Board and project
team members act as experts in the
implementation of project activities
and can we sign civil contracts with
them?

If the respective team members are hired
within your institution, with labor contract,
than you can include their sallary
expenditures under budgetary chapter ,,Staff
costs”, so there is no need to sign civil
contracts with them.




B
ROMANIA - BULGES>

HHILCTITICYy -

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

11.32

Este posibil parteneriatul dintre un
UAT si un ONG cu atributii in domeniul
vizat de proiect, pe partea romana si o
administratie publica din Bulgaria?
ONG-ul nu ar avea contributie
financiara, dar ar pune la dispozitie
know-how si personalul de specialitate
pentru recrutarea si instruirea
membrilor orchestrei

(tineri) si in organizarea concertelor. In
acest caz, personalul pus la dispozitie
de ONG poate fi platit prin proiect?

Is it possible a partnership between a
Municipality and a NGO having
responsibilities in the field addressed by
the project, on the Romanian and a
Bulgarian public administration? The
NGO will not a have financial
contribution, but would provide the
know-how and specialized personnel for
recruiting and training of orchestra
members (young

people) and will be involved in
organizing concerts. In this case, can
the staff of the NGO be paid by the
project?

The decision regarding the partnership
belongs to you. In order to be eligible the
applicants have to fulfill all the eligibility
conditions mentioned in the Applicant's
Guide. Among others, the applicants must be
entitled to take action in the field/fields
addressed by the project.

Furthermore, the partnership has to be
relevant for the activities that are going to
be implemented by the project.
Unfortunately, we may not provide a clear
answer regarding the eligibility of an
applicant/partnership as this will be the task
of the evaluators, the final decision
belonging to the Monitoring Committee. It is
possible to have partners which are not
financially involved in the project.
Nevertheless, you should pay attention to
the four cooperation criteria:

joint development, joint implementation,
joint staffing and joint financing. The
projects must have direct CBC impact, which
shall be understood in terms of respecting at
least joint development and joint
implementation and, additionally, one of the
two: joint financing or joint staffing.

In case the NGO will not have a budget, it is
not possible for the other partners to pay
from their project's budget the expenditures
connected to the activities performed by the
NGO. Article 11 of Annex D - List of eligible
expenditures, states that expenditure on
external expertise and service costs have to
be provided by a public or private law body
or a natural person other than the
beneficiaries of the operation.
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Cheltuielile cu achizitia de instrumente
specifice functionarii unei orchestre

Are eligible the expenditures for the
acquisition of specific instruments for

According to the provisions of Annex D- List
of eligible expenditures, specific equipment

.33 | Gimfonice sunt eligibile? the functioning of a symphony needed for the implementation of the
orchestra? project is eligible.
Acordarea de burse pentru elevi poate | Are scholarships for students eligible According to the provisions of Annex D - List
I1.34 | fi cheltuiala eligibila? expenditure? of eligible expenditures, scholarships are not
listed as eligible expenditures.
Exista posibilitatea ca bicicletele Is there a possibility that bicycles According to the provisions of the
(inscriptionate cu Natura2000) sa (marked with Natura 2000) be Applicant’s Guide, Annex D - List of eligible
constituie obiecte propice pentru considered as dissemination objects, in | expenditures, the costs of gifts are not
diseminare, in vederea constientizarii | view of public awareness (in case we eligible expenditure, except those not
11.35 exceeding EUR 50 per gift where related to

publicului (in cazul acesta vizam
viitoarele generatii - copiii din zona)?

address future generations - children in
the area)?

promotion, communication, publicity or
information. Therefore, materials related to
promotion, communication, publicity or

information should not exceed 50 EUR/item.
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I1.36

In order to prepare the documentation
for financing, we would like to clarify
if, for a building that will be
rehabilitated under the project, could
we declare that a part of this building
will be rent for public food services and
include the rent as revenue from the
project?

According to the provisions of the Applicant's
Guide and of the European Regulation, a
revenue-generating project means:

. any project involving an investment in
infrastructure the use of which is subject to
charges borne directly by users or

. any project involving:

o} the sale or rent of land or buildings or
o] any other provision of services against
payment.

Therefore, the revenue means cash in-flows
directly paid by users for the goods or
services provided by the project. The goods
or services that are going to be paid have to
be directly linked to the activities and
objectives of the project. For example, a
project intends to rehabilitate a building
which hosts a museum. In case tickets are
going to be paid for visiting the museum,
then the project is considered to be a
revenue generating one and all the
applicable provisions need to be taken into
consideration. The applicant cannot use the
rehabilitated building for other purposes
than the ones foreseen in the project,
whether the usage is subject to payment or
not.
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11.37

Pentru a depune o cerere de finantare
in cadrul Programului Interrerg
Romania-Bulgaria, va rugam sa ne
raspundeti la urmatoarele intrebari:

- este eligibila cheltuiala cu
achizitionarea bonurilor de consum de
combustibil pentru membrii echipei de
implementare care se deplaseaza in
vederea implementarii activitatilor
proiectului?

- daca prin proiect se prevede
achizitionarea de costume populare,
justificate corespunzator, in care linie
bugetara se incadreaza?

Please, give us some answers to the
following questions, in order to submit
an application for funding under
Interreg V-a Romania-Bulgaria
Programme:

- Is the expenditure related to the
purchase of fuel receipts eligible for the
implementation team members moving
to implement project activities?

- If the project foresees the purchase of
traditional costumes, properly justified,
which is the budget line which it may
be included in?

Regarding your first question please be
informed that these types of expenditures
are eligible if they are for the project
implementation team. As regards to your
second question, the costs regarding the
purchase of traditional costumes may be
included within budgetary chapter
Equipment.
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11.38

Q1: We have a question regarding the
following issue: the offers and the
print-screens for the services and
equipment which are not included in
Annex C ceiling of expenditures, they
must be prepared also for the external
expertise services?

For example:

We want to have in our project a
marketing expert in tourism. This is not
included in Annex C. We have to submit
3 independent offers?

Or we want a Logistic Assistant
(external expertise - subcontracted) we
have to attach 3 offers?

Annex C is available only for equipment,
consultancy and also for the external
expertise?

Q2:

In Section 2.3 from the Application
Form when | am asked to describe only
"MAIN equipment and services" must
understand that only basic equipment
must be listed and justified.

For example: we want as promotional
materials key rings, agenda and other
materials. We have to mention in the
table one by one or all together?

1. In case the items that you describe
(either equipment or service) are not
included in Annex C - Ceilings for
expenditure to the Applicant’s Guide or do
not observe those ceilings, projects must
submit evidence about the market price of
that particular item: either 3 offers from
operators (preferably print screen for that
particular item from well-known suppliers
from the market or an independent
evaluation of the cost of that particular item
(and English translation, if issued in other
language than English). The budgeted price
(in case of 3 offers justifications) must not
exceed the median value of the 3 offers
(calculated at Inforeuro exchange rate from
March 2015).

Yes, Annex C includes both equipment and
services.

2. In the Section 2.3 from the Application
Form must be presented the relevant
equipment’s, in order to justify the budget
and correlation with the project activities.
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11.39

asociatia din care fac parte doreste sa
depuna un proiect la termenul limita
de la 30 iunie si avem o intrebare
legara de posibilitatea de a colabora cu
cineva folosindu-ne de conventia civila.
Este posibil asa ceva? Astfel de costuri
sunt eligibile?

The associations | represent wishes to
submit a project for the deadline of
30th of June and we have a question
regarding the possibility collaborate
with someone using the civil
convention. Is that possible? Such costs
are eligible?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, staff costs shall be
reimbursed as a flat rate of maximum 15% of
direct costs for soft projects. For hard
projects the flat rate shall not exceed 5% of
direct costs. Direct costs shall include the
following expenditure categories:

a) Travel and accommodation;

b) External expertise and services;
c) Equipment expenditure;

d) Infrastructure and works.

In case of categories of costs for which flat
rate applies, the beneficiaries are entitled
to be reimbursed costs in due proportion
with the direct eligible costs included in the
calculation basis for applying the flat rate.
That means that each beneficiary shall be
reimbursed staff costs proportionally to the
direct costs it has incurred, paid and
declared eligible by the programme. The
Progamme management bodies shall not
verify the supporting documents for
expenditures for which flat rate applies.
Nevertheless, the beneficiaries have the
obligation of respecting the national
legislation in force. For more information
please refer to Annex E Simplified costs of
the Applicant’s Guide.
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11.40

Is renovation of a building under a
concession contract eligible activity? If
yes, is it enough to provide the
concession contract as a proof for the
right of property?

In order to ensure sustainability, will
the purchase cost of this building once
the project starts be considered an
eligible expenditure?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action/activity, in the
interest of equal treatment of applicants,
the JS cannot give a prior opinion on this,
the assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this. According to
the provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, in
case of investment projects, the applicants
must prove they hold a right under the real
property law over the land and/or building.
The Applicant’s Guide distinguishes between
two cases: the applicant is the owner of the
land/or building or the applicant has
received the land and/or building is in
concession or holds any other right under the
real property law, listing also the documents
that need to be submitted for each case.
Please be informed that detailed information
regarding the list of eligible expenditure is
included in Annex D - List of eligible
expenditure. This document lists as eligible
expenditure the purchase of building and
costs related to extending, modernizing and
rehabilitation of the buildings, object of the
basic investment.
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Regarding the eligibility of the Please find below the answers to your
expenditures and activities to be questions: . .
financed under the first call we would | 1- Costs for renovation for the building

could be eligible; For more information

. regarding the eligibility of an expenditure
1. As Annex 8 the applicant should please refer to Annex D - List of eligible

provide "Documents certifying the right expenditures.

of property( concession/ 2. The equipment should be described
administration/ rent/ loan on the land in the application form.

and/or building" - Does this mean that | However, regarding the eligibility of an

like to ask the following questions:

I1.41 the costs for renovation of a building, action/expenditure, the assessment working
* which is rented under a long-term group and the Monitoring Committee of the
contract, are eligible? Programme are entitle to decide on this.

2. Regarding the description of the
equipment within the application form
do we need to enumerate every single
piece of equipment in the tables in
application form - chairs, tables, etc.
or we can group them e.g. furniture,
while still providing detailed lists as an
annex with the three offers provided?
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11.42

Please, give clarification about the
terminology "independent evaluation”.
Are there any lists of independent
evaluation. What does this "independent
evaluation” consist of?

First of all, please be informed that there is
no "official” definition of what independent
evaluation means. According to the
understanding of the managing bodies of the
programme, independent evaluation is that
evaluation done by a third party which don't
have any relation with any of the project’s
partners, having expertise in the respective
field and no interest in the award of the
contract in concern that could affect the
objectivity of the evaluation. Also, there is
no predefined list of independent
evaluators. The output of such independent
evaluation shall be a document (report)
which justify and details in the same time,
the proposed amount.

11.43

Regarding the successful
implementation of our project idea, we
envisage the purchase of a building.
There are no costs for buildings in the
Ceilings of expenditures list, for
example per square metre. What
documents do we have to submit with
the application form as proof of the
price?

Please be informed that the Applicant Guide
does not foresee ceilings of expenditure for
purchasing a building. Therefore, you should
provide supporting documents regarding the
building that is intended to be purchased,
including the estimation of price (eg.
independent expertise, pre-agreement
contract for selling -buying the building,
etc.).
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11.44

Intrebarea priveste costurile salariale
pentru membrii echipei de
implementare a fiecarui partener:
este posibil ca aceste salarii (in plus/
alaturi de suma de 5% prevazuta in
Ghid) sa fie prevazute in buget la o
alta categorie? daca da, la care
categorie?

The question concerns the staff costs
for the implementation team members
of each partner:

it is possible that these salaries
(additional to the amount of 5%
provided in the guide) to be included in
the budget in another category? if so,
which category?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide (Annex D - List of eligible
expenditure), staff costs shall be reimbursed
as a flat rate of maximum 5% of direct costs.
Direct costs that form the basis for
calculation of staff costs must be incurred
and paid by the beneficiary as real costs.
The direct costs shall include the following
expenditure categories:

a) Travel and accommodation;

b) External expertise and services;
C) Equipment expenditure;

d) Infrastructure and works.

Therefore, staff costs for project
management team shall be included only in
the Staff costs budget category, and shall be
reimbursed based on a flat rate of maximum
5% of direct costs.

Ill. Eligibility of actions
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I1.1

In the Applicant’s guide, page 29 you
have inserted Figure 1 “Infrastructure
map, including indicative secondary and
tertiary nodes (indicative map)”. | have
read the definitions in the same guide
for the secondary and tertiary nodes
and as | understand more cities/towns
than the illustrated in the Figure 1
could be applied for tertiary nodes. My
question is: Do only the listed cities in
the Figure 1 meet the criteria to
secondary/tertiary nodes? Could we
apply with cities which are not in the
Figure 1 but meet the requirements of
the definitions for secondary/tertiary
nodes.

Yes, if the requirements of the
definitions for secondary/tertiary nodes
are satisfied as the information on the
map is not considered exhaustive but
indicative. All Bulgarian municipal
centers are considered at least “tertiary
nodes”. In case you consider there are
additional cities/towns that do fulfill the
criteria, you may apply. The evaluation
team, however, will have to clarify with
your help in providing the relevant
documents, whether a town/city is a
secondary/tertiary node.
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In cazul in care se depune un proiect
care vizeaza ~modernizarea  unui
tronson de drum judetean care este

If a project is submitted and aims to
upgrade a county road section which is
connected to the TEN-T, so not the

Improving a county road section may be
considered eligible under the Interreg V-
A Romania-Bulgaria Programme if the

conectat la reteaua TEN-T, deci nu a | whole county road, how will the |respective county road makes the
intregului drum judetean, cum se | connectivity requirement in this | connection from a secondary or tertiary
1.2 considera ?ndeplim'tév cerinta  de | network be considered fulfilled? node to the TEN-T network. In this
’ conectivitate la aceasta retea? The road section in question that must | context it should be noted that
Tronsolul respectiv trebuie sa fie | be connected to the TEN-T or is|regardless of the investment, the project
conectat la reteaua TEN-T sau se | considered part of the county road | should represent a necessity for the
considera ca face parte din drumul | which is connected to the TEN-T | border region the cross-border impact
judetean care este conectat la reteaua | network, thus fulfilling the | should be ensured.
TEN-T, fiind astfel indeplinita cerinta? | requirement?
Va rugam sa ne sprijiniti cu|Please support us by submitting | Secondary nodes are the branching or
prezentarea unei definitii mai detaliate | detailed definitions of the terms | crossing points of the core and
a termenilor ”noduri secundare si | "secondary and tertiary nodes"; comprehensive networks, provided they
tertiare”; represent cities (at least of regional
importance) and/or multimodal
connections;
.3

Tertiary nodes are urban areas (regional
towns, towns, cities) providing jobs and
public and private services (e.g. schools,
health or social care, employment
services, banks) beyond their
administrative boundaries, and/or places
of multimodal nodes
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Luand in considerare faptul ca
trotuarele deservesc la cresterea
sigurantei transportului rutier,
facilitand deplasarea pietonilor intr-un
cadru ferit de posibile accidente si
contribuind astfel la asigurarea unui

Taking into account that the sidewalks
serve to increase the safety of road
transport, facilitating the movement of
pedestrians in a setting away from
possible accidents and help ensure an
efficient traffic management, please

111 Considering the recent clarifications
received from the Commission sidewalks
may be eligible when
modernizing/building a road if they are,
in terms of construction, part of the

.4 management al traficului performant, | inform us whether, within the road which is the object of the
va rugam sa ne transmiteti daca, in rehabilitation /upgrade of roads are investment contributing to the
cazul lucrarilor de reabilitare/ eligible the expenditures related to the | programme purpose.
modernizare drumuri, sunt eligibile si | construction/ rehabilitation of
lucrarile de construire/ reabilitare a sidewalks.
trotuarelor

In the Applicant’s guide, page 28 you The maximum allowed amount for such a
have written “In case a entire new road | Project is 10,000,000 Euro.
is constructed, the budget could go up
to 10,000,000 Euro.” My question is: If
.5 one of the beneficiary apply with new

road but another one apply for
financing with rehabilitation of Road
what will be the maximum allowed
amount for the Project?
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1.6

Is the construction of road
infrastructure focused on cyclists,
pedestrians and specialized transport
realized on the territory of a protected
area eligible for priority axis 1 and in
harmony for the territory of Bulgaria
and Romania?

Please pay attention to the specific
objectives and indicative actions of each
priority axis as your project will have to
correspond to the specific objective of
the priority axis under which you wish to
be financed. PA 2 deals with natural and
cultural heritage. Your project proposal
will have to respect all the relevant
national and European provisions during
preparation and implementation.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

m

vvvvvvvvvvvvv

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

.7

We are a research institute from
Romania cooperating for a long period
with our partners from Bulgaria. We
intend to submit a project for the new
programme for financing exchanges of
experience in fields you finance under
the first call for proposals. Is this
eligible?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, we
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this.
Furthermore, while designing your
application, please take into
consideration that, according to the
programming document for INTERREG V-
A Romania-Bulgaria, page 125: “Projects
focusing on pure research (with no
applicative  output), including just
exchanges of experience or not
indicating the concrete and sustainable
follow-up of “soft” activities (studies,
surveys, etc.) will not be supported by
the Programme.”

Also, please pay attention to all other
requirements stated in the Applicant’s
Guide, as they are mandatory and will be
taken into consideration for assessing the
project you submit.
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1.8

B Hacokute 3a KaHAMAaTCTBaHE KaTo
WHAMKATUBHA onepaums KbM
MpuoputetHa oc 3, CneuuduyHa uen
3.1 e nocoyeHa "3. Cb3aaBaHe Ha
XapMOHM3MpPaHH UHTErpMpaHu
MHCTPYMEHTM 3a MNpejoTBpaTABaHE M
HaMansfBaHe Ha pUCKa (BKAKOYMTEJTHO
OTKpMBaHe, paHHO npeaynpexaeHue U
TpeBora, KapTorpadupaHe 1 oueHKa Ha
pUCKa) - Cb3haBaHE Ha CbBMECTHM
CTPYKTYpM 3a CMelWHW, HenpeaBUAEHM
CUTyaumm (BKNHOYUTENHO BMCOKO
crneuyanmsvpaHm 3BeHa 3a pearmpaHe /
MOZY/IUTE 3a rpaxAaHCKa 3awmTa), M
pasBUTMEe Ha JpebHa TpaHCrpaHM4yHa
WMH(paCTPYKTypa Ha perMoHasHO
paBHMLLE B 06/71aCTTa Ha FOTOBHOCTTA 3a

M3BBHPEAHM  CUTyauum  (Hanpumep
TPaHCMOPTHM  aBapuM, 6eacTBua WU
T.H.), BKJ/IOYMTE/IHO B C/y4YauTe Ha

METEOopOJIOrMYHU pUCKOBE (KaTo 6ypM,
E€KCTPEMHU  TemMnepatypHu CbOUTHA,
rOPCKM Noxapu, Cylla, HaBOAHEHMA ) U
reousnyHM pUCKoBe (KaTo CBJlaymLla,
3emMeTpecenus).(cTp. 31, 32)

Monda, yToyHeTe pJanvM MHTEepBEHUMU
BbpXY Beye CblLecTByBaLLM
(peructpupaHu) cBnayvwa We ca
AONYyCTMMM MO HacToAlaTa MoKaHa 3a
NpoeKTo-npeasioXeHna. Ako pJa, To
KakbB BMJA JAEMHOCTM e 6baat
TPEeTUPaHM KaTo A0NyCTUMM?

In  Applicant’s Guide as Indicative
operation within Priority Axis 3, Specific
Objective 3.1 is mentioned “3. Setting
up of harmonised integrated tools for
risk prevention and mitigation
(including detection, early warning and

alert systems, risk mapping and
assessment) - creation of joint
structures for urgent, unexpected

situations (including highly specialized
response units/civil protection
modules), and development of small-
scale regional level cross-border
infrastructure in the field of emergency
preparedness (e.g. transport accidents,
disasters, etc.), including in cases of
weather-related risks (such as storms,
extreme temperature events, forest
fires, droughts, floods) and geophysical
risks (such as landslides, earthquakes).”
(page 31, 32).

Please clarify if interventions on already
existing (registered) landslides will be
eligible under this Call of proposals. If
yes, then what kind of activities will be
treated as eligible?

Please be informed that the activities
listed in the Applicant’s Guide are
indicative, so as long as they serve the
objective of the PA and the indicators,
the project proposal does not need to
match exactly the indicative actions.
However, regarding the eligibility of an
action, in the interest of equal
treatment of applicants, the JS cannot
give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this.
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1.9

The roads, which could be
reconstructed and rehabilitated, should
connect second and third class road
junctions with the main TEN-T network.
Is it eligible to connect only the roads
between the road junctions?

Please be advised that as compared to
the previous Programme, the Interreg V-
A Romania-Bulgaria Programme shall not
finance the simple rehabilitation of
roads, projects shall have to prove an
added value in terms of modernization,
upgrading of roads. According to the
Applicant’s Guide, only roads proving
cross border impact and connecting
secondary or tertiary nodes to TEN-T
infrastructure (core or comprehensive)
will be financed. You will find in the
Applicant’s Guide an indicative map with
examples of roads which fulfill these
criteria. The Applicant’s Guide also
explains the definition of secondary and
tertiary nodes, so other roads may be
eligible for financing as long as they
respect the provisions of the Applicant’s
Guide. Please note that the classification
does not necessarily correspond to the
one set at national level. Furthermore,
please note that the
construction/modernization of roads is
also eligible under Priority Axis 2,
provided the project is in line with the
specific objective of the priority axis.
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11.10

In vederea depunerii unei propuneri de
proiect care vizeaza obiectivul:
Specific Objective 2.1 To improve the
sustainable use of natural heritage and
resources and cultural heritage

si are ca indicator de performanta:
Number of common strategies, policies
or management plans for valorising
(including raising awareness) the
cultural and natural heritage through
its restoration and promotion for
sustainable economic uses

dorim sa ne concentram atentia
asupra utilizarii sustenabile a unei
resurse naturale:

apele geotermale. Este oportuna
realizarea unui astfel de proiect, sau
aceast obiectiv se refera strict

la ariile naturale protejate?

We intend to submit a project proposal
connected to the Specific Objective 2.1
To improve the sustainable use of
natural heritage and resources and
cultural heritage; indicator Number of

common strategies, policies  or
management plans for valorising
(including raising awareness) the

cultural and natural heritage through its
restoration and promotion for
sustainable economic uses. We want to
focus the attention to the sustainable
use of a natural resource- geothermal
waters. Is this kind of project opportune
or is this objective strictly related to
the natural protected areas?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, we
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitled to decide on this.
Furthermore, referring to the areas
connected by the Specific Objective 2.1
To improve the sustainable use of natural
heritage and resources and cultural
heritage, please have in mind the
provisions of the official Programme
document (available on the homepage of
the website
http://cbcromaniabulgaria.eu/): <« All
the cross-border area is targeted and is
eligible for the actions supported under
this specific objective. A special
attention will be, nevertheless, given to
areas of high natural or cultural value
and to natural areas/cultural sites that
face significant threats/pressures and/or
usage conflicts. »
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JonyctTuMo M e  3a  6bJrapcku
6eHedUUMEHTM M NapTHbOpM  Ja
KaHamMaaTcTBaT no [lporpamata 3a
M3BbPLIBAaHE Ha  MHMPACTPYKTYPHM

JleMHocTn camo ¢ lpeauHBECTULMOHHO
npoy4saHe, a MpOEKTMpaHeTO Jda ce
npeasuMaM Kato AEMHOCT Mo MpoeKTa
cnep opobpeHue?

3aAb/KUTENHO ycnosue 3a
AONYCTUMOCT /IM € M3roTBAHETO Ha
MAEEH M/UAM  TEXHUYECKU NPOEKTH,
0400pEHN U NONYYMIN pa3peLleHue 3a
CTpOEX npeam KaHamMaaTcTBaHe?

Is it eligible for Bulgarian beneficiaries
to apply for investment projects with
only feasibility study (pre-investment
study, not including a design)? Is it
obligatory an approved preliminary
design or technical design and
permission for construction to be
obtained before the application?

It is not eligible for Bulgarian
beneficiaries to apply with an investment
projects presenting feasibility study only.
For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
annexed: preliminary design (including
estimation of bill of quantities and
values) for new investments or technical
design for upgrading/reconstruction. The
design has to be approved according the
Bulgarian legislation. The permission for
construction is not required at the
application stage.

the

Answer provided before

Corrigendum
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Are the archaeological excavations and
conservation eligible as activities and
expense under Priority 2 of the
programme? If "yes", how they should be
treated - as "works" or as "research™?

Can a "soft" project include activities
budgeted as "works" if they are only a
small part of the budget and are
necessary only for a very small-scale
improvement of a cultural/historic site?

Are the archaeological excavations and
conservation considered an investment
project?

Please be advised that the list of
operations mentioned in the Applicant’s
Guide is indicative. Therefore, as long as
the activities serve the objective of the
Priority Axis and the indicators, the
project proposal does not need to match
exactly the indicative actions.
Unfortunately, the JS cannot provide an
opinion regarding the eligibility of an
applicant or actions, as this will be
decided by the evaluators and further on
by the Monitoring Committee.

According to the provisions of the
Applicants’ Guide an investment project
is defined as “A project whose results
involve the achievement of an objective
by investing capital, which means that
their main component is to carry out a
work, without excluding the
procurement of services (as consultancy
or technical assistance) or goods
(procurement of necessary equipments
for the respective objective) related to
the respective objective”.
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On the other hand, a soft project is
defined as a “Project that does not have
an infrastructure component or which
does not grant more than half of its total
eligible budget to purchase of
equipments”. Therefore, projects that
involve a work component should be
considered as an investment project.
There is no restriction or limitation on
what works imply, so archaeological
excavations could be treated as such.
Please be advised that the list of eligible
expenditures is annexed to the
Applicant’s Guide, and foresees as
eligible expenditure, among others costs
related to reconstruction/recovery of
cultural infrastructure.
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1.13

Considering definition of the tertiary
node, (Tertiary nodes are urban areas
(regional towns, towns, cities) providing
jobs and public and private services
(e.g. schools, health or social care,
employment services, banks) beyond
their administrative boundaries, and/or
places of multimodal nodes ) and taking
into considaration that Gorna
Oryahovitsa, according to the map on
pg. 29 is tertiary node, could you
specify either:

- Improving connectivity between Gorna
Oryahovitsa town (as a municipal
center) and Ten-T infrastructure

or

- improving connectivity between
settlements (which are part of Gorna
Oryahovitsa municipality) with Ten-T
infrastructure

is eligible according to the Programme
provisions?

Please be advised that the map included
in the Applicant’s Guide has an
indicative character. Furthermore,
please note that only roads proving cross
border impact and connecting secondary
or tertiary nodes to TEN-T infrastructure
(core or comprehensive) will be
financed. However, regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, the JS
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this.
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Road Il - 53, presented on the map
provided by you as a connection to Ten-
T network, moving through town is
changing to street. In this particular
case, is the Local Municipality eligible
to apply for reconstruction and
rehabilitation (i.e. reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the street on that part
of the road?

According to the map attached in the
Applicant Guide on pg. 29, Gorna
Oryahovitsa airport is presented as
comprehensive TEN-T (airports
infrastructure), on the other hand
according to the List of the 4 EU Core
and Comprehensive maps, available on
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastr
ucture /tentec/tentec-
portal/site/en/maps.html , Gorna
Oryahovitsa RRT (Rail Road Terminal) is
a part of the Core TEN-T infrastructure.
Regarding the Action eligibility is
improving connectivity (reconstruction
of streets, improving/building bicycle
roads, improving local public transport
infrastructure) between Gorna
Oryahovitsa town as a tertiary node
with above mentioned TEN_T
infrastructure eligible under the PA 1 “A
well connected region” of the Interreg
V-A Romania-Bulgaria?



http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure%20/tentec/tentec-portal/site/en/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure%20/tentec/tentec-portal/site/en/maps.html
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure%20/tentec/tentec-portal/site/en/maps.html
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According to the Applicant’s Guide the
definition of Tertiary nodes is: Tertiary
nodes are urban areas (regional towns,
towns, cities) providing jobs and public
and private services (e.g. schools,
health or social care, employment
services, banks) beyond their
administrative boundaries, and/or
places of multimodal nodes.

Is a village may be consider as a tertiary
node, having in mind that all other
criteria are fulfilled?

All Bulgarian municipal centers are
considered at least “tertiary nodes”. In
case you consider there are additional
cities/towns that do fulfill the criteria,
you may apply. The evaluation team,
however, will have to clarify with your
help in providing the relevant
documents, whether a town/city (not a
village) is a secondary/tertiary node.
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Va rugam sa ne precizati daca un
proiect care vizeaza promovarea
traditiilor si schimburile interculturale
ale anumitor grupuri entice din RO si
BG este eligibil pentru finantare in
cadrul Obiectivului Specific 2.1 -
Imbunatatirea utilizarii sustenabile a
patrimoniului natural si cultural si a
resurselor avand in vedere ca un astfel
de proiect care ar avea ca actiune
indicativa “Conservarea, promovarea si
dezvoltarea  patrimoniului  cultural
intangibil, in special prin intermediul

unor evenimente culturale cu o
dimensiune transfrotaliera” nu are
corespondenta in indicatorii de

realizare estimati care se refera strict
la numarul de vizite la situri de
patrimoniu, numar de produse /servicii
turistice si numar de strategii comune,
politici si planuri de management
pentru valorificarea  patrimoniului
cultural si natural ?

Please inform us if a project aimed at
promoting intercultural exchanges of
certain traditions and ethnic groups in
RO and BG is eligible for funding under
the Specific Objective 2.1 Improving
sustainable use of natural and cultural
heritage and resources given that such a
project that would have as indicative
action "Preservation, promotion and
development of intangible cultural
heritage, particularly through cultural
events with a cross-border dimension”
does not match the estimated output
indicators that refer only to the number
of visits to heritage sites, number of
products / services tourist and number
of common strategies, policies and
management plans for cultural and
natural heritage?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide projects should
contribute to the achievement of the
programme’s both output and result
indicators (at least one output and one
result indicator).

The output indicators for the specific
objective that indicative action
contributes to are:

Increase in expected number of visits to
supported sites of cultural and natural
heritage and attraction (COI) -10 000
Number of integrated tourism
products/services created - 100
Number of common strategies, policies
or management plans for valorising
(including raising awareness) the cultural
and natural heritage through its
restoration and promotion for
sustainable economic uses - 50

The result indicator is: Number of
tourists overnights in the CBC region -
Increase from a baseline of 6.668.515 to
a target of 7.200.000

You may find additional information
regarding indicators and the
methodology for measuring them in the
Programme, available on the
programme’s website
www.cbcromaniabulgaria.eu, and Annex
J to the Applicant’s Guide.
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Bb3MoxHO /M e, ga ce KaHAMAATCTBa
(no MO 1) c NpOEKT, KOMTO NMpeaBuKaa
cnefHuTe AENCTBUSA:

1. pexabunutauma/moaepHusauma  Ha
NMbTeH y4yacTbK (eTan 1 - U3NbJIHEHME
Ha "XapA" NpoeKT);

2. paspaboTBaHe Ha npeAnpoOeKTHO
npoy4ysaHe (etan 2 3a Apyr y4acTbK OT
CbLUMA NBT - "COPT" NPOEKT).

Mo TO3M HayMH, NPOEKTHT Lie BKJ/IOYBA
M KOMOWMHMpa - pexabuiutaumsa Ha
nbTHa MHbpacTpyKTypa 3a 1 eTtan M
pa3paboTka Ha NnpoeKTHaTa
JOKyMeHTaumsa 3a 2 eTtan.

Is it possible, to apply (under PA 1) with
a project that envisages the following
actions:

1. rehabilitation / modernization of
road section (Stage 1 - realization of
hard project);

2. Develop a feasibility study (Stage 2
for another section of the same road -
soft project).?

So the project will include and combine
both - realization of road infrastructure
for 1 stage and development of project
documentation for 2 stages.

Thank you for your interest on Interreg
V-A Romania-Bulgaria Programme. A
project may implement in the same time
soft and hard activities, provided that
you observe all the conditions from the
Applicant’s Pack. Please note that the
assessment working group will assess
your project according to the
information provided.
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Este eligibila organizarea unui festival
care are ca tema pastrarea spiritului
original al unei localitati turistice, si
lupta impotriva invadarii acesteia de
catre proiecte comerciale? (in ghid
singura axa in care am putea incadra
aceasta activitate ar fi Axa 2 A green
region?) ? Mentionez ca exista un
partener bulgar care doreste sa fie
partener.

Promovarea unui stil de viata sanatos
avand ca grup tinta copii (actiunea se
va desfasura in judetele eligibile ale
programului, scoli centre pentru copii
etc), este eligibila si daca da in ce
conditii si sub ce axa?

Is the organization of a festival with the
theme keeping the original spirit of a
tourist village/town and fighting against
the commercial projects invasion
eligible? (according to the applicant
guide, is this activity included within
PA 2 A green region?) . | mention that a
Bulgarian partner wants to be involved
in the project.

Is the promotion of the healthy life
style having as target group the
children (the activity shall be
implemented in the eligible counties of
the Programme, schools, etc.) eligible?
And if yes, under what conditions and
what priority axis?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, we
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme
being entitle to decide on this. In order
to be eligible, a project must observe
the provisions of the Applicant guide and
to contribute to the achievement of the
objectives set at PA level and the related
indicators. Also, we recommend you to
read the questions and answers
published on the Programme site, and in
particular “Eligibility of actions” part.
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Asociatia de Dezvoltare
Intercomunitara ,,ILUMINAT  PUBLIC
EFICIENT judetul Giurgiu” intentioneaza
sa depuna un proiect de monitorizare
video care se inscrie pe Axa
prioritara 1-O regiune bine conectata.
Asociatia are ca asociati 47 de unitati
administrativ teritoriale din judetul
Giurgiu, specificate in actul
constitutiv. Asociatia actioneaza in
domeniul furnizarii de servicii publice
pe raza de competenta a unitatilor
administrativ-teritoriale membre.
Pentru a asigura o componenta
puternica transfrontaliera este nevoie
ca ADI sa amplaseze un sistem video
inclusiv in orasul Giurgiu, care nu este
membru ADI, dar care si-a dat acceptul
pentru acest tip de investitie. Avand in
vedere ca in structura ADI se regaseste
ca membru Consiliul Judetean Giurgiu
ale carui competente se extind la
nivelul intregului judet, se poate
considera eligibila aceasta investitie in
orasul Giurgiu, prin prisma atributiilor
pe care le indeplineste Cosiliului
Judetean la nivelul judetului?

The Intercommunity Development
Association “Efficient Public Lighting -
Giurgiu County” intends to submit a
project for video monitoring, under PA
1 - A well connected region. The
Association is composed of 47 territorial
administrative units from Giurgiu
County, as mentioned in the
constitutive document. The Association
provides public services within the area
of its constitutive territorial
administrative units.

In order to ensure a strong cross-border
component it is necessary that the
Association install a video system also in
Giurgiu town, which is not a member of
the Association, but which accepted an
investment of this type. Taking into
account that the County Council of
Giurgiu is a member of the Association,
with responsibilities all over Giurgiu
County, could this investment be
considered eligible?

From the data you mentioned to us both
the beneficiaries and the activities are
from/taking place in the eligible area of
the Programme, therefore, observe the
location criteria from the Guide on
activities and applicants (presuming the
association is a structure with legal
personality-a NGO).

Considering that you mentioned that the
project proposal represents an
investment, you shall first of all clarify
whether or not this investment includes
construction works. If so, please consider
that, according with the Applicant’s
Guide, there are two requirements that
shall be followed:

1. the applicant is the owner of
the land/or building,
2. the applicant has received the

land and/or building is in concession or
holds any other right under the real
property law.

If the investment doesn’t include any
construction, no such conditions shall be
follow, but still you should demonstrate
that the partner is the body/institution
entitled to take action in the field/fields
addressed by the project and has
received all legal agreements for the
investment
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Bb3MOXKHO 511 e no nporpamara 3a
TpaHcraHnyHo CbTPYAHMNYECTBO
PyMbHUA- bbarapuma Aa 6bae
(prHaHCHMpaH NPOEKT 3a M3rpaxzaHe Ha
npeymcTBatesiHa CcTaHuMAa B OOLWMHA C
HaceneHue 3000 gywm?

Is it possible to be financed a project
under the CBC programme Romania-
Bulgaria for the construction of a water
waste management station in a
municipality with overall population of
3000 persons.

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, the JS
cannot give a prior opinion, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee of the Programme

.19 MpeasaputenHo 6narogaps! being entitled to decide on this.
Regarding the population there is no
restriction on the number of the
population provided all other provisions
of the Programme and the announced
call are respected.

BbB Bpb3ka C OTBOpeHa nokaHa 3a | In relation to the 15t call for proposals, | | Please be informed that regarding the

KaHguaatctBaHe no TIC (Bvarapmsa- | would like to address the following eligibility of an action, in the interest of

PyMbHMA), UCKaM Ja 3agam caejHua | question: equal treatment of applicants, we

BbMNPOC: Are the actions for cannot give a prior opinion on this, the

JdonyctTuMm M ca  MepKM  3a | reconstructions/repair works of rest- assessment working group and the
l11.20 | pekOHCTpPYKLMA/ pEMOHT/06HOBABaHE house (owned by tourist associations) Monitoring Committee of Programme

Ha XUXKM (cobcTBEHOCT Ha | eligible? being entitled to decide on this.

TYPUCTMYECKM pYKecTBa)?

According to the Applicant guide the
actions must contribute to the
achievement of the objectives set at PA
level and the related indicators.
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Se doreste depunerea unui proiect ce
vizeaza reabilitarea unui monument
istoric, dar in ghid nu este specificat
foarte clar daca este eligibila o astfel
de investitie.

In opinia mea, s-ar incadra in cadrul
proictelor de tip hard si as asocia-o cu
,Reconstruirea infrastructurii
culturale, recuperare si promovare a
monumentelor culturale bazate pe
strategii / concepte transfrontaliere
relevanta”, dar as dori si o parere din
partea dumneavoastra.

We intended to submit a project
concerning the rehabilitation of a
historic monument, but according to
the guide is not very clear whether such
an investment is eligible.

In my opinion, this would fall within the
hard projects category and | would
associate it with "Rebuilding cultural
infrastructure, rehabilitation and
promotion of cultural monuments based
strategies / concepts relevant border”,
but | would like to have your opinion.

Please be advised that the list of
operations included in the Applicant’s
Guide is indicative, therefore, as long as
the project meets the specific objective
of the project and contributes to the
achievement of Programme’s indicators,
it is eligible. According to the provisions
of the Applicant’s Guide, a hard project
is a project that has an infrastructure
component or which grants more than
half of its total eligible budget for the
purchase of equipment.

Unfortunately, we may not provide an
opinion regarding the eligibility of an
operation as this is the task of the
evaluators and the Monitoring
Committee.
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. 22

In cadrul proiectului pe care vrem sa il
depunem apare si o conservare primara
a unui zid dintr-un sit istoric ( circa 50
ml), ca exemplu de bune practici
reciproce.

Avem acceptul muzeului de care
apartine cetatea. Activitatea
presupune o prestare din partea unei
societati care trebuie sa se incadreze
in suma aproximativa de 25.000 euro
pentru 50 ml de conservare primara.
Intrebarea noastra se refera daca
pentru acest lucru ne trebuie si un
studiu de fezabilitate sau acceptul
muzeului este suficient, devizul final
de lucrari urmind sa stea la baza
decontarilor concrete.

Within this project we want to submit,
there is a primary conservation of a wall
from a historical site (about 50 ml.), as
an example of mutual best practice.
We have the permission of the museum
that owns the stronghold. The activity
requires a supply from a company that
must fit in the approximate amount of
25,000 euros for 50 ml primary
conservation. Our question is the
following one: Do we also need a
feasibility study for it or is the museum
permission enough, given that the final
estimate of works is going to be at the
basis of the actual expense account?

If the activity of primary conservation of
the respective wall from the historical
site enters within the Register of
Construction Works and requires building
permit under law 50/1991 updated, the
following is needed:

. Feasibility Study - for new
constructions;

. Documentation Advisory
Intervention Works - for the repair,
rehabilitation / modernization of existing
constructions according to GD 28/2008
Also, we recommend that all necessary
documents/permits are submitted,
according to the Applicant’s Guide.
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111.23

Daca proiectul are parteneri doua
orase eligibile din ambele tari,
evenimentele culturale ce se vor
desfasura se pot organiza si in alte
orase din aria eligibila sau din afara
ariei?

If the project has partners from two
eligible cities from both countries, can
the held cultural events be organized in
other cities in the eligible area or
outside the area?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the activities have to
be implemented in the Programme
eligible area. However, in case a project
has to be implemented partially outside
the eligible area, it has to prove that it is
in for the benefit of the programme
area. The total costs incurred outside of
the eligible area (related to any activity
or any category of expenditure) shall be
limited to 20% of the ERDF total eligible
project budget, irrespective of the
location of the partner.

111.24

In cazul in care se vizeaza amenajarea
unor trasee turistice in siturile Natura
2000 (eventual si pentru cicloturism
daca zona permite) si a unor platforme
de observare, proiectul se incadreaza
ca fiind unul soft?

If the project aims to develop tourist
routes in the Natura 2000 sites (possibly
for cycling if it is allowable) and
observation platforms, is the project
considered to be a soft one?

The Applicant’s Guide defines soft
projects as projects that do not have an
infrastructure component or which do
not grant more than half of its total
eligible budget to purchase of
equipment, otherwise projects are
considered to be hard projects.
Therefore, in case you foresee
infrastructure investments or you intend
to allocate more than half of the
project’s budget to the purchase of
equipment, your project will not be
classified as a soft project.
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I11.25

Is it eligible for Bulgarian beneficiaries
and partners to sign services contract/s
for payment under condition, i.e, if an
external consultant is hired to prepare
documents, such as feasibility study,
technical projects and/or cost-benefit
analysis, shall the payment be
considered eligible if it is paid only
after the approval of the project
proposal?

Please be informed that regarding the
eligibility of an action, in the interest of
equal treatment of applicants, the JS
cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
assessment working group and the
Monitoring Committee being entitle to
decide on this. However, drafting and
signing of service contract for externl
consultancy is the responsibility of the
beneficiary.

Also, please be informed that
expenditures related to project
preparation can be paid before
submitting the application form or even
after (no later than submitting the first
reimbursement claim since preparation
expenditures should be included in that
reimbursement claim).
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I.26

1. AKO pyMBHCKMA NapTHbOP BKJIOYM
MHBECTULMOHHU AEMHOCTH, a
6b/IrapCKMA NApTHLOP He - CMATa /N ce
NnpoeKTa 3a UHBECTULMOHEH?

2. Bb3MOXKHO /11 € pyMbHCKUA
NapTHbOP Aa M3BbpLIBA MHBECTULUMOHHMU
JIEMHOCTU, a 6b/IrapCKMA NApTHLOP Ja
3aKynu obopyasaHe? B To3u cayyam
CTOMHOCTTA Ha 06opy/ABaHETO TpsbBa
m ga e noseve ot 50% .

3. U3ncKBaHeTO 3a onpejensaHe Ha
e/IMH NPOeKT KaTo "TBbpA" nuwe, ye
TpAGBa MK [a ce U3BbpLIAT
WMHBECTMUMU MU Ja CE 3aKyMu
ob6opyzaBaHe Ha CTOMHOCT Hag 50% ot
6roaxeta. CtaBa gyma 3a obwuA
OloaAXKeT MK 3a bloaKeTa Ha BCEKU
napTHboOp?

1. Is the project considered as
investment “hard” project if the
Romanian partner includes investment
activities and the Bulgarian partner -
not?

2. Is it possible Romanian partner to
have investment activities and the
Bulgarian partner - to purchase
equipment?

3. In the definition for “hard”
project is written that investment
activities should be implemented or
equipment should be purchased over
50% of the budget. Is it the total budget
or partner budget?

For questions no. 1, 2 and 3: It is clearly
stated in the Applicant’s Guide that
“Project that has an infrastructure
component or which grants more than
half of its total eligible budget for the
purchase of equipment” is defined as
“hard” project.

IV. Annexes
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Some of the annexes to the Applicant’s
guide (Schedule of reimbursement
claims and Budget of the Project) are

The budget is now available within the
application form, not as a separate
annex. Schedule of reimbursement is no

V.1 not attached. Do you will upload later | longer requested when submitting the
on or the beneficiary will filled up in | application form (a schedule for first
format different than *.xls (Excel file)? | level control requests will be requested

in the pre-contractual phase).
Deocarece in anexa A7 conform |According to Annex A7 of the|According to the Applicant’s Guide
fisierului (Annex A.12 - conform | Applicant’s Guide, this document should | provisions, an investment project is a
formularului) se mentioneaza ca acest | be filled only for investment projects, | project whose results involve the
formular se completeaza doar pentru | therefore, please specify which are the | achievement of an objective by investing
proiectele de investitii, va rugam sa | criteria for classifying a project as | capital, which means that their main
ne specificati care sunt criteriile | investment project (for example a |component is to carry out a work,

IvV.2 pentru clasificarea unui proiect ca fiind | project which foresees the purchase of | without excluding the procurement of

de investitii sau nu (exemplu: un
proiect care prevede achizitionarea de
echipamente IT, mobilier si vehicule,
dar nu prevede constructii sau
amenajari cladiri sau spatii, este
considerat proiect de investitii)?

IT equipment, furniture and vehicles,
but does not foresee constructions or
arrangements of buildings or spaces, is
it considered to be an investment
project?)

services (as consultancy or technical
assistance) or goods (procurement of
necessary equipment for the respective
objective) related to the respective
objective.
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V.3

We, as a Municipality, kindly ask you to
clarify the following aspect regarding
the proof of the public ownership of the
land and / or buildings, subject of
investment, as the land and / or
buildings can be in the public or private
propriety of the Cernavoda Municipality
and the Applicant guide does not make
a distinction between these two types
of property, mentioning the legal act
stating the public property on the land
and/or building.

The Municipality must submit the legal
act/document stating the property of the
land and/or the building that is subject
of the investment project, regardless if
the land and/or the building are included
in the public or the private property of
the Municipality. Of course, you have to
observe the rest of the conditions, and
prove how, even if the building/land is in
private property it still contributes to
the cross border area development and
to the Programme’s objectives and
indicators.
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V.4

According to the Guidelines for
application for the Program, for the
investment projects is required the
submission of Cost-Benefit Analysis:
Please specify if the program does not
generate revenue, should it be
presented a Cost-Benefit Analysis as
part of the program?

If Cost-Benefit Analysis should be
present - should it be common for the
whole project or to be submitted for
each partner for his part of the
investment?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the Cost Benefit
Analysis is mandatory for all applications
including infrastructure as it is an
evaluation instrument regarding the
advantages of the investments from the
point of view of all interested target
groups, on the basis of the monetary
values for all positive and negative
consequences of the investment.
Therefore, the applicants should submit
Cost Benefit Analysis for investment
projects, irrespective if the projects
generate or not revenues.

Cost Benefit Analysis shall be submitted
by each partner for his part of the
investment.
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IV.5

Exista un format agreat de Program
pentru intocmirea Studiului de
Fezabilitate sau se respecta legislatia
romana in vigoare (HG 28/2008)?

Is there any template for the Feasibility
study provided by the Programme, or
the national legislation in this regard
should be observed (Government
Decision 28/2008)?

Referring to the Feasibility study, the
Applicant’s Guide does not provide a
template. Therefore, according to the
indication from 47th page of the
Applicant’s Guide: The elaboration and
approval of the feasibility studies or
equivalent technical documents must
observe the national provisions in this
matter (see Annex K Relevant national
and EU legislation). The Annex K listed
also the Government Decision No.
28/2008 regarding the approval of the
framework content of the economic-
economic documentation concerning
public investments, and of the structure
and methodology for elaborating the
general estimate for investment
objectives and intervention operations.
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Anexa 7 la cererea de finantare se
refera la Analiza cost - beneficiu, dar
conform HG 28/2008, orice SF trebuie
sa contina aceasta analiza. Intrebarea
este dacase pot prelua din Studiul de
Fezabilitate informatiile si completa in

Annex 7 of the Application form
concerns the Cost- Benefit Analysis.
According to the Government Decision
28/2008 each Feasibility study should
have this analysis. The question is if the
information from the Feasibility study

This annex is mandatory for all
applications including infrastructure as it
is an evaluation instrument regarding the
advantages of the investments from the
point of view of all interested target
groups, on the basis of the monetary

Iv.6 anexa 7? can be used in Annex 7? values for all positive and negative
consequences of the investment and it
should be accordingly filled in with the
data. Yes, information from Feasibility
study may be included in Annex 7 Cost -
Benefit Analysis.

ZlonycTMMo i1 e 3a 6bArapCcKum Is it eligible for Bulgarian beneficiaries | The technical design (preliminary design)
6eHedUUMEHTU M NApPTHLOPU Aa and partners to apply only with already | need to be approved according Bulgarian
KaHguaaTcTeaT no lMporpamarta 3a elaborated technical projects for legislation (Spatial Planning Act,
U3BbpLUBaHE Ha MHPPACTPYKTYPHM construction works of a new investment | Ordinance No 4 for the scope and the
JIEMHOCTU, CaMO C NOAroTBEHM object/building/? What kind of contents of the investment projects,

V.7 TEXHUYECKU MPOEKTU 3a U3BbPLUBAHE documents have to be enclosed? etc.) and it need to be annexed to the

Ha CMP 3a HOB MHBECTULUMOHEH OOEKT?
KakBu ca He06X0AUMUTE JOKYMEHTMH,
KOUTO 3aAbJIKUTENIHO C/lejBa Aa ce
NPUIOXKaT KbM anjiMKauMoHHaTa
dopma?

Application form. Other documents that
should be annexed are indicated in the
Applicant’s Guide.

Answer provided before the
Corrigendum
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V.8

On p.47 of the Applicant's guide it is
written: The Feasibility Study or
equivalent technical documents should
not have been elaborated or updated
more than one year before the deadline
for the submission of the project
proposal (the document must bear the
date of elaboration/revision). However,
this/these document/-s should be
submitted as annex to the application
form and should be accompanied by the
legal agreements and approvals.

Can you please clarify if this
elaboration/update date is also valid for
all the architectural drawings (with all
the necessary technical drawings for
Architecture, Design, Electrical
Installations, Water Supply and
Sanitation, HVAC, Thermal Efficiency,
Park Arrangement and Amenities,
Landscaping etc.) or only for
permits/technical documents issued by
authorities?

1. Please note that the applicant’s
guide makes general references to the
feasibility study or equivalent technical
documents, without specifying only the
permits/technical documents issued by
authorities or excluding the architectural
drawings when requesting these
documents to be elaborated / updated
with no more than one year before the
deadline for submission of the project
proposal. Therefore, entire Feasibility
Study or equivalent technical documents
should not have been elaborated or
updated with more than one year before
the deadline for the submission of the
project proposal. (For Bulgarian
beneficiaries: Preliminary design
(including estimation of bill of quantities
and values) or technical design approved
according Bulgarian legislation (Spatial
Planning Act, Ordinance No 4 for the
scope and the contents of the
investment projects, etc.).
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Do all technical drawings have to be
translated in English as well?

The English translation (if issued in other
language than English) for the Feasibility

IV.9 studies / equivalent technical documents
will be annexed to the Application Form.

Can you confirm that the Urban Yes, according to the information from
planning permit is required only for the | 47th page of the Applicant’s Guide for
Romanian beneficiaries? the first call for proposals, only
Annex 10 to the Application Form - Romanian beneficiaries have to submit
Urban planning permit (mandatory for the Urban planning permit.

IV.10 applications including infrastructure

related activities) and English
translation (if issued in other language
than English) will annexed to the
Application Form. Only Romanian
beneficiaries have to submit the Urban
planning permit.
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V.11

Is it possible to publish a list of the
required documents to be submitted as
annexes in English and
Bulgarian/Romanian? The reason being
that the technical documents, permits,
etc. our country-specific and the terms
might be subject to interpretation. Such
a list would guarantee no
misinterpretation, hence rejected
proposals because of unclear guiding
rules.

Please note that these information are
provided by the Applicant’s Guide for the
first call for proposals, clearly indicating,
for each Annex if the English translation
is requires: Annex 1 to the Application
Form - Declaration of submission of the
Application Form is a template available
only in English language; Annexes 2 to
the Application Form - Legal documents
of the applicants should be submitted
together with the English translation;
Annex(es) 3 to the Application Form -
Mandates of delegation from the legal
representatives of beneficiaries (in case
the application form and annexed
declarations are not signed by the legal
representatives of the Lead beneficiary /
beneficiaries) should be submitted
together with the English translation;
Annexes 4 to the Application Form -
Declarations of Eligibility is a template
available only in English language;
Annexes 5 to the Application Form -
Declarations
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of Commitment is a template available
only in English language; Annexes 6 to
the Application Form - Partnership
declarations is a template available only
in English language; Annex 7 to the
Application Form - Cost-Benefit Analysis
should be submitted together with the
English translation; Annex(es) 8 to the
Application Form - Documents certifying
the right of property/ concession/
administration/ rent/ loan on the land
and/or building should be submitted
together with the English translation;
Annex(es) 9 to the Application Form -
Feasibility studies / equivalent technical
documents should be submitted together
with the English translation; Annex 10 to
the Application Form - Urban planning
permit (only for the Romanian
beneficiaries) should be submitted
together with the English translation;
Annex 11 to the Application Form -
Environmental agreement should be
submitted together with the English
translation; Annex 12 to the Application
Form -
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Environmental Impact Survey) should be
submitted together with the English
translation; Annex 13 to the Application
Form - Traffic study should be submitted
together with the English translation;
Annex 14 to the Application Form -
Environmental Impact Study should be
submitted together with the English
translation.
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V.12

1.AKO eAMH TBBbpA NPOEKT e € Hag 50%
OT CTOMHOCTTA Ha 6toaKeTa 3a
obopyaBaHe, HO 6€3 3a/10XKEHMU
UHMDPACTPYKTYPHM JEMHOCTY,
npeasuKaa peMOHT/ BKAOYBALL
60s4MCBaHe Ha CTas, UMKIAEHe Ha
napKeT, NOCTaBAHE Ha opaHXxepusA/,
TpAGBa /I NApTHLOPBLT Aa NpeAcTaBM
TEXHUYECKU am3alnH /AHeKc 9/? AKo 3a
U3BbPLLBAHE Ha onpeaenieHn paboTu He
Ce M3MCKBa pa3peLleHue 3a
CTPOUTENCTBO, AOCTAaTbYHO NN €
npeanpoeKTHOTO Npoy4YBaHe ?

2.AKO NpOEeKTHLT € TBbPA, HO He
BK/II0YBA MH(DPACTPYKTYPHU AEMHOCTH,
a CaMO PEMOHTHM paboTn/ HeO6XoANMMO
M e Ja 6bae npeactaseH AHanms
ueHa-npmuxona /AHekc 7/?

1.1f a hard project with investment for
equipment for over 50 % of the total
budget of the project, but without
infrastructure, include repair (works)/
painting of a room, sanding parquet,
placement of a conservatory(greenery)
/ , is it necessary the partner to submit
technical design? In case a building
permit is not necessary for such works,
is the Feasibility study/Annex 9/
enough?

2. In case the project is hard but
doesn’t include infrastructure, only
(repair works), is it necessary the
partner to submit Cost-benefit analysis
/Annex 7/?

1. If project does not include
infrastructure activities, annex 9 is not
required. The required documents for
investment projects including
infrastructure activities for Bulgarian
beneficiaries are preliminary design
(including estimation of Bill of quantities
and values) or technical design. The
permission for construction is not
required at the stage of application.

2. Annex 7 is required for all
investment projects. According to
applicant guide “Investment project - A
project whose results involve the
achievement of an objective by investing
capital, which means that their main
component is to carry out a work,
without excluding the procurement of
services (as consultancy or technical
assistance) or goods (procurement of
necessary equipment for the respective
objective) related to the respective
objective”. Moreover, on the section ii.2
Annexes to the Application Form it is
specified “This annex is mandatory for
all applications including infrastructure
as it is an evaluation instrument
regarding the advantages of the
investments from the point of view of all
interested target groups, on the basis of
the monetary values for all positive and
negative consequences of the

investment.
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fargetregion. ﬁa%ﬁmm%e%mﬁx J, the
data will be collected by the statistics

provided by National Statistic Institutes
of both countries. How will be
measured the contribution of each
project under the program to the
overall tourist nights.

2. Should Cost Benefit Analysis (Annex
12) be submitted if a hard project with
over 50 % costs for equipment has no
infrastructure activities.

3. According to Annex G - § 5 Eligible
Expenditures, 3) - As an exception from
the provisions of paragraph 1,
preparation costs are eligible if they
were incurredbetween1st of January,
2014 and the submission of the
Application Form and paid at the latest
within 2 months following the deadline
for the submission of the of the
Application Form as provided in the
rules of the respective call for proposals
- Will this be applicable

4. |s it required CV or job description
for the project team members? If not -
how to prove the professional skills and
capacity of the project team.

5. How will be evaluated the financial
capacity of the Applicant, considering
that no related documents are

1. The beneficiary shall set a target
and explain how the project contributes
4 &ﬁ)ditthe Monitoring Committee decides on
Example: A joint fair is to be organized.
300 participants are expected, thus an
estimation of 50 tourist overnights is
envisaged. At Programme level, the
reporting (to the European Commission)
shall be based on the statistic data, just
as the initial baseline was set.
2. Annex 7 to the Application Form -
Cost-Benefit Analysis is mandatory for all
applications including infrastructure as it
is an evaluation instrument regarding the
advantages of the investments from the
point of view of all interested target
groups, on the basis of the monetary
values for all positive and negative
consequences of the investment.
In the annex 7 CBA -it is mentioned “This
annex will be filled in only for
investment projects, regardless their
estimated total value.”
The applicant guide defines Investment
project - A project whose results involve
the achievement of an objective by
investing capital, which means that their
main component is to carry out a work,
without excluding the procurement of
services (as consultancy or technical
assistance) or goods (procurement of
necessary equipment’s for the respective
objective) related to the respective
objective.

requested at the Application Stage.
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3. According to the List of eligible
expenditures for Interreg V-A Romania-
Bulgaria Programme applicable to
Priority axis 1-5, article 1 (letter e).
“Preparation costs are eligible if they
were incurred between 1.01.2014 and
the submission of the Application Form”.
Related to payment deadline for
preparation costs “at the latest within 2
months following the deadline for the
submission of the of the Application
Form” specified in annex G, as it was
mentioned in the applicant guide “The
contracts annexed to this Guide are only
indicative; the final version of all
contracts will be presented to the
beneficiaries of the selected projects in
the pre-contractual phase”. At the
moment the subsidy contract template is
being agreed between managing
structures of the Programme and will be
posted as soon as an agreement is
reached on Programme website.
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4, CVs or job descriptions are not
requested to be submitted together with
the application form. The format of the
Application Form requests, for each
activity, to describe the resources each
beneficiary is planning to use for
implementing this project activity.
Therefore, within relevant activates it
should be described also the human
resources that will work for the project
implementation and information about
their experience can be filled in. At the
same time, the beneficiary signs a
declaration that all provided information
within the application form are true and
accurate.

5. By signing the Annex A.5
Declaration of Commitment, the legal
representative of the beneficiary
declares that the body/institution he
represents will provide its own
contribution to the project expenditures
and will ensure the temporary
availability of funds necessary to
implement the project before and
between the reimbursements from the
Programme. The evaluation team checks
the existence of this annex.
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V.14

Is it possible to publish a list of the
required documents to be submitted as
annexes in English and
Bulgarian/Romanian? The reason being
that the technical documents, permits,
etc. are country-specific and the terms
might be subject to interpretation. Such
a list would guarantee no
misinterpretation, hence rejected
proposals because of unclear guiding
rules.

The Guide clearly states which
documents have to be submitted with
an English translation. What | had in
mind is to publish, if possible, a list of
the documents with their names in
English and their relevant names in
Romanian and Bulgarian. The various
permits/orders/studies/surveys which
are requested as annexes are country-
specific as documents. For example,
what Bulgarian document is equivalent
to Preliminary design? There are a few
documents mentioned (p.19 application
form) Environmental agreement,
Environmental Impact Report and
Environmental Impact Study - what are
their Bulgarian equivalents, how are
they named according to Bulgarian
legislation?

Annex 9 : The required documents for
Bulgarian beneficiaries are preliminary
design (including estimation of bill of
quantities and values) or technical design
- UAEEH NPOEKT (BKAOYUTETHO NPOrHO3Ha
KOJIMYECTBEHO - CTOMHOCTHA CMETKA) UM
TEXHUYECKM NPOEKT (0406peHM CbraacHoO
6b/IrapCKOTO 3aKOHOAATENICTBO)

Annex 11: According Bulgarian legislation
(according Environmental Protection Act
and Ordinance for the Conditions and the
Order for Implementing Environmental
Impact Assessment) - the decision of the
competent environmental authority has
to be issued stating that the project
either :

- observes the legal provisions of
environment protection (MMcmo ot
KOMMNETEHTHWUA OpraH no OKOJIHa cpeja,
ye He Ce M3MCKBa npoueaypa no peaa Ha
rn. VI oT 3aKoHa 3a onassaHe Ha
OKOJIHaTa cpeja) or

- completed the first stage of EIA
procedure - screening (ToBa e pelleH1eTo
Ha KOMMeTeHTHaTa MHCTUTYLMA 33
HeobXxoAMMOCT OT M3BbpLUBaHe Ha OBOC).
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Annex 12: has to be prepared and signed
by the applicant according the provide
template.

Annex 14: The Environmental Impact
Assessment (if needed) is not mandatory
at application stage but has to be
presented at pre-contractual phase -
OueHKa Ha CbOTBETCTBMETO BbPXY
oKosHata cpega (OBOC).
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V.15

With regards to Q14: “Did the project
beneficiary’s implemented projects
financed from EU funds before?

- 3 points in case this partnership
previously implemented at least
another EU project

- 2 points in case all project
beneficiaries have previously
implemented at least another EU
project

- 1 point in case at least one of
the partners implemented at
least one project financed by EU
funds before

0 points otherwise”

What is meant by “this partnership”? Do
you mean that 3 points can be achieved
only if exactly the same partners in the
present partnership (all of them!) have
implemented together another EU
project?

What points will be given to a
partnership of three partners, where
the two of them have been part of a
previous CBC project partnership and
the third partner is also experienced in
EU projects but is new to the
partnership?

As regards your question concerning Q14
from the evaluation grid, you are right,
projects will receive the maximum score,
i.e. 3, in case the exact same partners
have previously implemented at least an
EU funded project. In the example
presented by you (where two of the
partners have been part of a previous
CBC project partnership and the third
partner is also experienced in EU
projects but is new to the partnership) 2
points will be given, as the conditions
mentioned for the maximum points are
not fulfilled.

Question Q17 of the Evaluation Grid
refers to beneficiaries who have
implemented financing contracts in the
context of ROBG CBC Programme 2007-
2013, whose financial execution will be
assessed during the evaluation. In case
all partners included in the partnership,
who have implemented contracts within
the ROBG CBC Programme 2007-2013,
have at least 70% financial execution,
then the maximum score will be granted,
irrespective of the inclusion of other
partners who have not implemented
contracts under ROBG CBC Programme
2007-2013.

Please be advised that in case you
submit a project, your proposal will be
evaluated by a group of assessors and the
final decision shall belong to the
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With regards to Q17: “All beneficiaries
(including the Lead Beneficiary) with
financing contracts implemented in the
context of ROBG CBC Programme 2007-
2013 (if the case) had a good financial
execution rate for each such contract

- 4 points in case all beneficiaries
involved in the partnership have
implemented contracts (financed
via the ROBG Programme) where
they had at least 70% financial
execution (considering their own
budget)

- 0 points otherwise”

What points shall a project received in
case two out of all three partners have
implemented projects in the context of
ROBG CBC Programme 2007-2013 with
average financial execution above 70%?
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V.16

La capitolul documente legale ale
aplicantului, nu se mentioneaza nimic
in legatura cu documentele financiare
ale acestuia (bilant, balanta). In trecut
acestea erau obligatorii sa fie atasate
aplicatie. Mai este cazul si pentru
acest apel de proiecte, se mai ataseaza
sau nu?

Regarding legal documents of the
applicant, there is no mention about its
financial documents (balance sheet). In
the past they were mandatory to be
attached to the application. It is also
the case for this call for proposals,
should they be attached or not?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, no financial
documents are required to be submitted
together with the Application Form. In
the spirit of simplification these
documents are not requested during
submission of the Application Form.
Nevertheless, they may be requested
during the precontracting visits, in case
the project is selected for financing.
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V.17

Anexa “Analiza cost-beneficiu” este
necesara doar pentru proiecte

de investitii sau toate tipurile de
proiect? Daca doar pentru cele de
investitii, cand se considera proiectul
ca fiind unul de investitii?

Pentru proiectele de tip soft este sau
nu este cazul sa atasam “Analiza cost
beneficiu” la dosarul de aplicatie?

The "cost-benefit analysis”" Annex is
required only for investment projects or
for all types of projects? If only for
investment projects when a project is
considered to be investment project?

For soft projects is it necessary to
attach the "cost benefit analysis” Annex
to the application?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, this annex is
mandatory for all applications including
infrastructure as it is an evaluation
instrument regarding the advantages of
the investments from the point of view
of all interested target groups, on the
basis of the monetary values for all
positive and negative consequences of
the investment. An investment project is
a project whose results involve the
achievement of an objective by investing
capital, which means that their main
component is to carry out a work,
without excluding the procurement of
services (as consultancy or technical
assistance) or goods (procurement of
necessary equipment for the respective
objective) related to the respective
objective. Therefore, it is not mandatory
to attach the Cost Benefit Analysis for
soft projects. Please refer to the
Applicant’s Guide for the definition of
soft project.
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V.18

Documentele legale (de inregistrare)
ale organizatiei solicitante - care sunt
acestea exact? Acestea se ataseaza in
copie simpla sau copie legalizata? Se
depun pentru fiecare partener de
proiect?

Legal documents (registration) of the
applicant organization - which are they
exactly? Do we have to attach a copy or
certified copy? Do they have to be
submitted for each project partner?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide no legalization of
documents or official translations are
necessary. All legal documents of all
beneficiaries and their English
translation (if issued in other language
than English) must be copied and
attached to the Application Form. Legal
documents of the applicants: documents
proving the establishing of the project
partner entities (law, decree,
government decision, statute,
registration act, article of association
etc.) - if the legal document is a law,
government decision or any similar very
large document, please attach to the
Application Form only the relevant
sections of the document.
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Anexa 4. “Declaration of Eligibility” si
Anexa 5. “Declarations of
Commitment” se depun pentru fiecare
partener de proiect sau doar pentru
Beneficiarul Principal?

Annex 4. "Declaration of Eligibility" and
Annex 5. "Declarations of Commitment
"shall be submitted for each project
partner or just for the Lead Beneficiary?

The annexes, in the format provided in
the Applicant’s Guide, will be filled in by
each beneficiary, duly signed and
stamped by the legal representative of
the Lead Beneficiary and beneficiaries or

V.19 by an empowered person (a letter of
empowerment and English translation, if
issued in other language than English will
be attached to the Application Form in
this case) and will be annexed to the
Application Form.

Q4. Is the project capitalizing the . e In order to ensure an efficient use of
results of another EU-funded project? (r)é“s.ultlss oft r:] ot?\reorJEEJt-FLfr? g eltiagf(])rj]g Ctﬁhe funds, projects are encouraged to
Intrebare: Ce se intelege mai exact ) capitalize the results of other EU-funded
prin “capitalizing”? Puteti sa ne dati Question: What is meant exactly by | projects, i.e. integrating the results of

V.20 | €xemple? "Capitalizing™? Could you give us | other EU funded projects into the

examples?

proposed project in order to ensure a
long term and concrete impact of the
project activities and results. EG. A
feasibility study financed is capitalized in
the construction of a road.
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Q6. To what extent is the project
contributing to the accomplishment of
at least one of the outputs of the
programme priority axis/specific
objective?

8 points in case considerable
contribution to more than one
indicator exists

6 points in case considerable

Q6. To what extents is the project
Contributing to the accomplishment of
at least one of the outputs of the
program priority axis / specific
objective?

8 points in case considerable
contribution to more than one indicator
exists

6 points in case considerable

Proportionate or considerable
contribution is calculated based on the
value of the financial allocation for the
PA and the quantum of the output.

Eg: The programme aims to build 100 km
of road. The budget for the PA that deals
with transport is 100 million EUR (the
numbers are indicative). Therefore, we
can conclude that a project which

V.21 contribution to one indicator exists contribution to one indicator exists proposes to build 10 km of road with 10
4 points in case there is there is a 4 points in case there is there is a | mil euro would signify a proportionate
proportionate contribution proportionate contribution contribution. Building 50 km of road with
(considering also the budget) exists. (considering also the budget) exists. only 8 million euro would contribute
. : Question: What exactly is meant by SIgmflcantly. Building 10 krp of rqad with
Intrebare: Ce se intelege mai exact PP S, : 20 mil euro would get 0 points, since the
: o . : significant contribution? What is meant X . o
prin contributie considerabila? Ce se . NP project contributes to the indicators, but
: . N by proportional contribution? L - o
intelege prin contributie it is not a proportionate contribution.
proportionata?
Q8. PA 2 and 3 - Are green solutions Q8. PA 2 and 3 - Has Used solutions | Green solutions refer to measures that
used instead of grey solutions? instead of grey green solutions? are environmentally friendly and which
Intrebare: Ce se intelege mai exact Question: What exactly is meant by | try to solve the problems identified in
IV.22 | prin solutii verzi? Puteti sa ne dati green solutions? Could you give us | the eligible area. The Applicant’s Guide

exemple?

examples?

mentions as examples for green
infrastructure: urban tree canopy,
corridors connecting habitats
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Q10. Is the project generating a clear
and tangible cross-border impact?

6 points in case a common
challenge is widely addressed in the

Q10. Is the project generating a clear
and tangible cross-border impact?

6 points in case a common
challenge is widely addressed in the

In case from a single project a wider
area (e.g. more than one county and one
district) of the Programme is addressed,
we envisaged the possibility for the

IV.23 | programme area by the project and it | programme area by the project and it is | evaluators to grant extra points.
is proven that the cross-border proven that the cross-border approach
approach is the best way of tackling it | is the best way of tackling it
Intrebare: Ce se intelege mai exact Question: What exactly is meant by
prin “widely addressed”? "widely addressed™?
Q11. Is the project proposing specific Q11. Is the project proposing specific | According to the provisions of the
measures to contribute to the measures to contribute to the | Applicant’s Guide, all projects have to
promotion of equal opportunities and promotion of equal opportunities and | respect the legal provisions regarding the
non-discrimination? non-discrimination? promotion of equal opportunities and
Intrebare: Ce se intelege mai exact Question: What exactly is meant by | non-discrimination. Equal Opportunities
prin masuri specifice de promovare a specific measures to promote equal | as the term suggests is about ensuring
oportunitatilor egale si nedesciminarii? | opportunities and non-discrimination? | that everyone regardless of race, gender,
IV.24 Puteti sa ne dati exemple? Could you give us examples? sexuality, age, disability etc. is offered

equal opportunities to achieve the same
end. It is about understanding and
removing barriers that may prevent
individuals from receiving an equal
opportunity Projects implementing
positive specific measures to clearly
promote horizontal themes will be extra
scored during assessment.
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V.25

Are Bulgarian beneficiaries required to
annex a Feasibility study in addition to
the technical design (for
upgrading/reconstruction) when
applying for financing under the
Interreg V-A Romania-Bulgaria
Programme?

According to the Applicant’s guide, when
submitting an application form regarding
infrastructure, the Bulgarian
beneficiaries should annexed a
preliminary design (including estimation
of bill of quantities and values) or a
technical design. Therefore, no
feasibility studies are required for
Bulgarian applicants when submitting the
application.
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V.26

Kak HIMO goka3Ba cnocoO6GHOCTTa CH 3a
2% cobCTBEH NpPUHOC?

How an NGO can demonstrate the
financial capacity (2% own
contribution)?

According to the Applicant Guide, the
applicant shall annex to the Application
form the Declaration of Commitment
(Annex A.5) regarding the coverage of
expenditures related to the project.
According to this declaration, the
applicants shall: provide their own
contribution to the eligible expenditure
and ensure the temporary availability of
funds necessary to run the project
before and between the reimbursements
from the programme; cover all non-
eligible expenditures corresponding to
their activities incurred during project
implementation; ensure that the
representatives in the project
management team are available
throughout the entire project
implementation period and ensure the
availability of all other resources
planned to be used for implementing the
project, as they were described within
the Application Form.
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V.27

B akTyanmsnpaHata Bepcua Ha
HacokuTe 3a KaHauAaTCcTBaHe
5/26/2015, cTp. 48, B pasaen
Annex(es) 9 to the Application Form
Feasibility studies / equivalent
technical documents e HanpaBeHa
cnejHarta npomsHa:

U3peyeHuneTo oT Bepcma 5/19/2015
(cTp. 47):

For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
annexed: preliminary design (including
estimation of bill of quantities and
values) for new investments or
technical design for upgrading/
reconstruction.

€ 3aMeHeHoO C

BepcuAa 5/26/2015 (cTp. 48)

For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
annexed: preliminary design (including
estimation of bill of quantities and
values) or technical design

1.1 ToBa 03Ha4aBa /1, 4e 3a
O6b/IrapCKUTE NApPTHHOPU U3NCKBAHETO
3a KaHAMAATCTBaHEe C TeXHUYECKM
MPOEKT, B C/ly4ar Ha PEKOHCTPYKUMA Ha
CbLUEeCTBYBaLY, 06EKT HAa MHTEPBEHLMSA,
€ oTrnagHano 1 e AOoMyCTMMO 3a CbLUMA
Jla ce KaHAnAaTCcTBa MM C UaeeH
MPOEKT U KOJIMECTBEHO-CTOMHOCTHA
CMEeTKa, WU C TEXHMUYECKM MPOEKT -
crnopej, roToBHOCTTa Ha KaHauaaTa?

In the revised version of the Applicant’s
Guide 5/26/2015, page 48 in Annex(es)
9 to the Application Form -
Feasibility = studies /
technical documents
change is made:
Sentence from version 5/19/2015 (page
47):
For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
annexed: preliminary design (including
estimation of bill of quantities and
values) for new investments or
technical design for
upgrading/reconstruction.
Is replaced with:
version 5/26/2015 (page 48)

For Bulgarian beneficiaries it
should be annexed: preliminary design

equivalent
the following

(including  estimation of bill of
quantities and values) or technical
design

1.1 Does this mean that for the
Bulgarian beneficiaries is eligible a
preliminary design (including

preliminary bill of quantities) or
technical design to be annexed in case
of reconstruction depending on the
readiness of the applicant.

Yes, the applicant can annex to the
Application Form a preliminary design
(including preliminary bill of quantities)
or technical design in any cases
depending on the readiness of the
applicant.
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Pentru proiectele soft, se poate sterge
din sectiunea 2.3. Activitatile
proiectului partea ce tine de lucrari,
fara a se considera ca modificam forma

For soft projects, can the part which
refers to the works from section 2.3 be
deleted, without being considered that
we modify the form of the application?

Section 2.3 of the Application Form is
mentioning as regard the works:
“Description of the work (if the case)”,
therefore it is to be provided only in case

IV.28 | aplicatie? the respective project has a work to
describe. Not including the section in an
application form for a project that has
no work is not considered modification of
the application.

In cazul in care studiul de fezabilitate | If the feasibility study referred to | The Annex C from the Applicant Guide is
face referire la un alt obiect de | another investment object financed | providing details only for percentage
investitie finantat din fonduri publice, | from public funds other than the | concerning the value of the Feasibility
altul decat infrastructura de transport, | transport infrastructure, 1% is the | Study for road transport infrastructure
1% reprezinta procentul din | percentage of the investment? or all of | which involve construction and assembly.
valoarea investitiei? sau tot din|the C + M as applied to the transport

IV.29 | valoarea C+M cum se aplica la | infrastructure?

infrastructura de transport?

Mentionez faptul ca obiectul de
investitie la care se face referire este
un muzeu.

| mention the fact that the object of
investment referred to a museum.
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V.30

KakBM JOKYMEHTM Ca HyXHM 3a
[l0Ka3BaHe Ha 3aAbJ/IKMTENIHMA MPOLEHT
(2%) COGCTBEH NpUHOC Ha
CbdUHAHCMpaHe  OT  CTpaHa  Ha
6eHeduumeHTHTe? loCcTaTbyHO /M € Aa
ce npeacTaBu MMCMO 3a HaMepeHue oT
MC 3a BK/AWYBaHe Ha cpeacTBata B
oroaxetute 3a 2016 1 2017 r.?

What documents the partner has to
submit, providing that the required own
partner’s contribution of 2% is ensured?
Is it enough to present a letter of intent
by the Council of Ministers, providing
that the funds are budgeted for the
years 2016 and 20177

The project applicant has to submit only
Declaration of Commitment.

V.31

HeobxogumMo M e wu3rotBAHe M
npeacraBfAHe Ha AHa/M3 MNpUXoaM M
pasxoam 3a npoekt no Oc 3 be3onaceH
PErMoH, MMaMKM NpeaBuj 4e MepKuTe
3a  6e30nacHOCT Ha  reHepwupart
npuxoau?

Do we need to submit the Cost - benefit
analysis in case the project doesn’t
generate revenues, specifically for the
PA 3?

As it was stated in the Applicant Guide
Cost-benefit analysis is required only for
investment projects. Please refer to the
definition of “investment project
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V.32

| kindly ask you to help us to fill in
annexes:

name, PROETC code 7?7

Interreg V-A Romania-Bulgaria
Programme, approved by the European
Commission by Decision no....77%..........;
index /77?/ and title of the project
approved by the Monitoring Committee
of the “Interreg V-A Romania-Bulgaria
Programme” - on ...777....... [date] in

Please have in mind that Annex | to the
Applicant's Guide - Partnership
Agreement on which you requested
clarification is to be filled in only in pre-
contractual phase, in case a project is
approved for financing by the Monitoring
Committee (as it is also mentioned in the
Applicant's Guide, section lll - Pre-
Contractual Conditions). The template
was provided within the Applicant’s
Guide for information purposes.

As regards the annexes to the Application
Form (A.1-A.14):

- PROETC code (in all AF annexes) - will
be filled in after project submission. You
don't fill in anything at this time now.

- Name (in all AF annexes) - is to be
filled in with the "Project full name" or
"Complete name of the legal
representative of the Lead Beneficiary”,
as it is required by the specific section of
the annex.

We strongly recommend to all
beneficiaries to check again before
finalizing the application section Il.3.ii -
How to fill in the Application Form and
its Annexes from the Applicant’s Guide,
as it describes in detail what is to be
filled-in for the submission of an
Application Form.
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V.33

In the Applicant’s Guide on page 50 - it

was written : Annex 12 to the
Application Form-Environmental Impact
Survey

and in the Applicant’s Pack this Annex
12 is named Project Environmental
Impact Report

Please be informed that the correct
name is “Project Environmental Impact
Report”, as it is written in the Annex 12.
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table is 0.4 euro per item. In the offer,
even with the lowest prices (for 500
pieces), for a standard DVD with a
colour cover the cost of the service is as
follows: 0.31 euro for recording + 0.36
euro for full colour print on the CD +
0.25 euro for DVD i.e. the price is 0.92
euro without packaging (not included at
all in the offer).

2. How shall we proceed in cases when
the limit price is far below the market
price, especially in case of small print
runs?

For example: A) 100 leaflets A4 with
fixed price of 0.25 euro per piece or
total 25 euro - price, which does not
cover the consumables, necessary for
making these leaflets.

B) For plastic pens with double sided
full colour print the fixed price is 0.35
euro per item, but the lowest market
price for full double sided digital (or
multicolour pad) print for pens is over
0.35 euro per item i.e. the price does
not include the value of the pen. This
applies even more for biodegradable
pens which are more expensive than the
ordinary plastic ones. In the table their
price is 0.2 euro per item, including the
double sided full colour print.

3. In the table with ceilings there is no
price for delivery of materials foreseen.
Do we the right to add the price of
delivery?

The Annex C. Ceilings for expenditures is
representing the maximum limit up to
which a product/service/work can be
funded by the Programme. If some
products/services/works are at higher
Rrices iR INdicatestdn Adpex S the
difference will be covered by the
beneficiary unless duly justification
provided and supporting documents.
Also, please take into consideration the
following provisions of the Applicant's
Guide:

“In case equipment is not on the list or
beneficiary dully justifies
enhanced/superior technical
specifications for an item, 3 offers or an
independent evaluation of the cost will
be provided. The applicant should prove
the absolute necessity of purchasing of
equipment with enhanced/superior
parameters and to demonstrate how it
will contribute to the implementation of
project activities and achievement of
programme indicators. In case the
service which is going to be purchased is
not following the list of ceilings, the
proposal to exceed the ceiling will be
analyzed, provided a proper and clear
justification is provided, as well as the
related supporting documents (including
3 offers or an independent evaluation of
the cost). The proposal will be analyzed
and will be subject to acceptance /
rejection from the evaluators.”
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V.35

How should we understand the concept
of graphic design and graphic layout of
promotional materials? In the ceilings
table they are under separate positions
and separate prices. In practice
sometimes these two concepts are
considered identical, and in another
case are two independent consecutive
operations that form the whole process
of preprint.

Can we assume that for materials for
which is not explicitly written
“including graphic design” refers to
printing services only and does not
include the preparation of files for
printing?

The services indicated by you are not
identical; probably some companies are
offering both services (graphic design
and graphic layout) as a whole while
others have distinct positions within
theirs offers. In any of the cases, it is
important what services will be provided
and accordingly, the ceilings for all the
provided services will be applied.
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V.36

The price for video product is set to 200
euro per minute for shooting at least
three places. Video products for cross
border projects include filming of
dozens of sites, scattered across great
distance from one another in different
regions and countries, which far
exceeds the usual filming on a small
number of objects in one location. How
shall we include in the price the large
number of shooting days and the
distance travelled by the filming crews?
Do we have the right to add to the fixed
price the value of activities which are
not included in the table such as writing
a script/text, translation of text in
subtitles programme, etc?

First of all, it would be useful for you to
make an estimation regarding the total
costs of such film. If duly justifications
will be provided, AWG could consider a
higher price than the one within Annex
C. Ceilings for expenditures if your
justification will be satisfactory.

V.37

In the table for the roll up banner
80x200 cm the fix price mentioned is 50
euro per item. Please clarify what is
included in that - print or print + roll up
stand + installation?

Answer for Q 6: The price includes all
plus the cover, but we do not consider
that there is need for installation for
such a roll-up.
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V.38

Care sunt valorile pentru bugetarea
evenimentelor pe care dorim sa le
desfasuram la hotel pentru o perioada
mai mare de 2 zile/1 noapte .

1. Which are the values for
budgeting the events we want to carry
out to the hotel, for a period longer
than 2 days/1 night?

The rate stated at code CPV 55120000-7
will be applied according to the
period/services included in the
organization of events.

For example, if an event is organized for
a 3 days/2 nights period and the services
included for the organization of events
are those described at CPV 55120000-7
Code, the rate/tariff applied for the
setting of budget will be 65
euros/participant * 2. If the event
includes just accomodation in Romania,
the rate will be 60 euros/night (line
410).
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V.39

Cum se bugeteaza un eveniment care
nu se desfasoara la hotel , ce tarif de
cazare aplicam ( tinand cont ca la linia
410 avem 60 euro/noapte iar la 413
avem 40 euro/noapte) si daca pentru
mese si inchiriere sala se aplica
aceleasi tarife ca |la liniile
414,415,416,417.

How is budgeted an event that does not
take place at the hotel, what
accomodation rate should we apply (
considering that we have 60 euro/night
at 410 line and 40 euro/night at 413
line) and are the same rates as for 414,
415, 416, 417 lines applied for meals
and halls rent?

If the event held includes only
accommodation services in Romania,
rate from line 410 (hotel accommodation
services in Romania - 60 euros / night)
will be applied. Rates/Tariffs stipulated
at lines 414 415 416 417 lines will be
applied only if the events include
services precisely as described in
55120000-7 CPV code.

For other events (which include various
types of services), rates mentioned at
79952000-2 CPV Code (559 line) are
applied, considering also the services for
organizing the event.

E.g.1 - If organizing the event includes
room rental services (incl.sound effects)
+ lunch, the rate used to set up the
budget will be 30 euros / participant /
day (564 line)

E.g.2 - If organizing the event includes
room rental services + Bulgarian
interpreting services, the rate used to
establish the budget will be 150 euros /
day (room rental) + 35 euros / hour x
numbers of interpreting hours (539 line)
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E.g.3 - If organizing the event includes
minibus rental services in the country
with driver + room rental services
(incl.sound effects), coffee break,
photos, logistics, secretariat + Bulgarian
interpreting services, the final
tariff/rate will be calculated according
to each service rate, namely: 0.6 eur /
km (426 line) + 30 eur / participant (562
line) + 35 eur / hour x numbers of
interpreting hours (539 line)

Eg 4 - If organizing the event includes
accommodation services in Romania +
Bulgarian interpreting services, the final
rate used to establish the budget will be
60 eur / night (410 line) + 35 eur / hour
x numbers of interpretation hours (539
line).
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V.40

Aceleasi intrebari le avem si pentru
deplasarea si cazarea echipei de
proiect la evenimente.

We have the the same questions
regarding travel and accommodation
within the events of project team.

In case the costs are included within
“Travel and accommodation cost”
budgetary chapter (Article 10 from list of
eligible expenditure), the ceiling from
line 410 (hotel accommodation services
in Romania - 60 euros/night) will be
respected for accomodation services in
Romania. In terms of daily allowances
and travel, the ceilings of national
legislation are respected (article 10,
section 5 from list of eligible
expenditure).
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V.41

In cazul achizitionarii unui microbuz
16+1 locuri , unde se introduc in buget
cheltuielile aferente conducatorului
auto ; dintre acestea care sunt
eligibile si limitele acestor cheltuieli (
salariu,cazare,masa)

When purchasing a 16 + 1 seats minibus,
where are the expenditure related to
the bus driver introduced in the budget,
which ones are eligible and which are
the Llimits of these expenditure
(salaries, accommodation, meal)?

As a general rule, salaries for project
implementation team are reimbursed to
the budgetary chapter "Staff costs”, on
the basis of flat-rate for direct costs
(article 8 from list of eligible
expenditures). As respects the
accommodation services in Romania,
ceiling from 410 line (hotel
accommodation services in Romania - 60
euros / night) will be respected. Food
costs are included in daily allowances.
Costs for accommodation and food
services are included in the budgetary
chapter "Travel and accommodation
costs”. All of the abovementioned is valid
in case the driver is part of the project
staff. Otherwise, these costs are not
eligible.

V.42

Cum este calculat tariful de 65
euro/persoana pentru servicii de
organizare a evenimentelor la hotel.

How is the 65 euro/ person rate for
organization services of the events
within the hotel calculated?

The rate was calculated based on the
type of services required to organize an
event at the hotel. These ones were
particularized to CPV 55120000-7 Code.
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V.43

Daca un eveniment dureaza 2 zile de
unde se plateste chiria salii pentru a
doua zi , avand in vedere ca la calculul
liniei 412 este prevazuta doar o zi de
inchiriere sala.

If an event lasts two days, where may
the hall rent for the next day be paid
from, given that the line 412 calculation
stipulates just a day for renting the
hall?

To what concerns CPV 55120000-7 Code,
the rate was set up/determined,
considering only the services included
and detailed at the aforementioned CPV
Code. Information regarding only the
rate/day for hall renting is found at
79952000-2 CPV Code. Therefore, in this
situation, the final rate for organizing
the event will be 65 euros/participant
(line 412) + 150 euros (line 576), the
costs being included in the budgetary
chapter “External expertise and services
costs”.
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V.44

According to the Applicant's Guide
Annex 13 Traffic Study is mandatory for
applications including transport
infrastructure related activities. If a
project is within Priority Axis 2 A green
Region, Specific objective 2.1. To
improve the sustainable use of natural
heritage and resources and cultural
heritage and includes activity for
modernization/reconstruction of road
to natural and cultural heritage interest
points that will be part of a cross-
border tourism product, is it mandatory
to fill and submit Annex 13 to the
Application Form - Traffic study?

Are there any specific requirements
related to the author of the Traffic
Study?

Considering that your project activities
include modernization/reconstruction of
road to natural and cultural heritage
interest points that will be part of a
cross-border tourism product, it is a
project that includes investment in
infrastructure, therefore according to
the Applicant’s Guide it is mandatory to
fill and submit Annex 13 to the
Application Form - Traffic study. Also, in
the Applicant Guide there is no
specification related to the author of the
Traffic Study.
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IV.45

In etapa de elaborare a bugetului
proiectului, am constat ca, in mod
automat, dupa introducerea sumelor

estimate pentru liniile bugetare
aferente de exemplu investitei,
achizitiei de  echipamente  sau
serviciilor, se calculeaza automat un
anumit procent pentru alte linii
bugetare.

In cazul in care Aplicantul nu doreste
sa aloce suma generata de aplicatie pe
una dintre linii - de exemplu Staff cost
(ea reprezentand plafonul maxim), se
poate interveni asupra aplicatiei,
avand in vedere formulele preexistente
si daca da, cum?

In the preparatory phase of the project
budget, we notice that, automatically,
after entering the estimated amounts
for the budgetary lines such investment,
purchase of equipment or services, it
automatically calculates a percentage
for the other budgetary lines.

If the applicant does not want to
allocate the amount generated by the
application on one of the lines -
example: staff cost (it represents the
maximum ceiling) can interfere on the
application, considering the existing
formulas and if so, how?

This answer is no longer available. Please
find bellow the new answer for this
question

Using the flat rate option was a decision
at Programme level, and it is now a rule
for the first call that applies
automatically. In this case, beneficiaries
must use only the budget enclosed in the
application form and the locked formulas
are not to be changed.
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V.46

1. In Applicant’s Guide, p. 48 is written
that the project will be rejected
without Annexes 7, 8 and 9.

In the table (Evaluation grid), p. 2 is
written that if Annexes 7, 8 and 9 are
missing in the initial package, the
project will be rejected.

Please clarify this condition:

A) If some of the annexes described
above is missing in the initial
package of documents, it will be
additionally requested from the
candidate and if not presented in
the indicated deadline, the
project will not be further
assessed.

B) If some of the annexes described
above is missing in the initial
package of documents, the
project will be directly rejected
without requesting the
documents.

2. In Applicant’s Guide, p. 48 is written
that Annex 9 (Feasibility studies /
equivalent technical documents) should
be accompanied by the legal
agreements and approvals and English
translation.

In case that 1. B) is valid, could please
clarify the following:

1. For investment projects, if any of
the annexes 7, 8 and 9 is missing in the
initial package of documents, the project
will be directly rejected, without
requesting the documents.

2. 2.1 B) The translation (the
document) will be additionally requested
from the candidate and if not presented
within the indicated deadline, the
project will not be further assessed.

2.2 A) The project will be directly
rejected.

According to the provisions of the
Applicant Guide, Evaluation Grid, A8
“annexes partially filled in will be
considered as missing”. In this case, a
Feasibility Study or equivalent technical
documents that should be accompanied
by the legal agreements and approvals is
considered only partially filled-in in case
legal agreements and approvals are
missing. A9 considered missing leads to
direct rejection of an investment
project.

Please note that, according to the
Applicant Guide, the clarifications
provided in the evaluation phase cannot
bring new elements that would alter the
initial content of the application form.
The projects will be rejected in case
applicants provide false information,
misleading the evaluators.
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2.1 Annex 9 is presented without the | All documents shall be translated into
translation in English: English, including the drawings.

A) The project will be directly rejected;
B) The translation will be additionally
requested from the candidate and if not
presented  within  the indicated
deadline, the project will not be further
assessed.

2.2. Annex 9 is presented without some
of the legal agreements and approvals:
A) The project will be directly rejected;
B) The document (suppose that the
word is document not translation) will
be additionally requested from the
candidate and if not presented within
the indicated deadline, the project will
not be further assessed.

3 Should the graphic part -
drawings also be translated in English or
the translation of the Explanatory notes
and the Bill of quantities is enough.
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V.47

Institutul nostru vrea sa depuna un
proiect hard pe programul CBC
Romania Bulgaria si avem urmatoarea
intrebare.

Documentatiile tehnico-economice
studii de fezabilitate, proiecte tehnice
- aferente investitiilor care se vor face
prin proiect se depun odata cu Cererea
de finantare sau se pot face si ulterior,
ca activitati in cadrul proiectului.

In cazul in care dorim amenajarea a
doua obiective, este posibila
depunerea unui singur studiu de
fezabilitate, iar cel de al doilea sa fie

realizat ca activitate in cadrul
proiectului?
Realizarea proiectelor tehnice

necesare acestor investitii pot fi, de
asemenea, considerate activitati in
cadrul proiectului?

Va rugam sa ne lamuriti aceste
aspecte, deoarece nu avem timpul
necesar realizarii a doua documentatii
tehnice, pentru doua obiective
turistice, pana la data depunerii
acestor proiecte.

Our institute wants to submit a project
hard on CBC Romania-Bulgaria
Programme and we have the next

question. Technical and economic
documentation feasibility studies,
technical projects related to

investments that will be made through
the project shall be submitted with the
application or can be  made
subsequently as project activities.

In case you wish to improve two
objectives it is possible to submit a
single feasibility study and the second
to be realized as activity in the project?
The achieving the necessary technical
projects for this kind of investments
may also be considered the project
activities?

According to the Applicant’s Guide, for
the investment’s projects the feasibility
study or equivalent technical documents
(for Romanian beneficiaries) should be
submitted as annex to the application
form. Also, please be informed that the
feasibility study or equivalent technical
documents should not have been
elaborated or updated more than one
year before the deadline for the
submission of the project proposal (the
document must bear the date of
elaboration/revision). A project may
implement in the same time soft and
hard activities, provided that you
observe all the conditions from the
Applicant’s Pack. Therefore, the
development of a feasibility study may
represent an action in the project that
you intent to submit.

Please note that the assessment working
group will assess your project according
to the information provided.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

m

vvvvvvvvvvvvv

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

V.

48

Please clarify the necessity of
elaborating the cost benefit analysis for
a project that only include purchase of
equipment.

The provisions of the Applicant Guide
clearly state that ,,Investment projects
will be rejected without further analysis
in case the Cost-Benefit Analysis (Annex
A.7) is not included in the initial package
of the Application Form®. This annex is
an evaluation instrument regarding the
advantages of the investments from the
point of view of all interested target
groups, on the basis of the monetary
values for all positive and negative
consequences of the investment. Also,
please take into consideration the
definition of Investment projects from
the Applicant’s Guide: “A project whose
results involve the achievement of an
objective by investing capital, which
means that their main component is to
carry out a work, without excluding the
procurement of services (as consultancy
or technical assistance) or goods
(procurement of necessary equipment
for the respective objective) related to
the respective objective.” In this
regards, the cost-Benefit Analysis is not
necessary for projects which foresee only
purchase of equipment without the work
component.
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V.49

Revenim cu o solicitare de clarificari ce
se refera la actualizarea studiilor de
fezabilitate ce vor fi anexate cererilor
de finantare pentru programul Interreg
V A Ro- Bg. In urma cu putin timp
intrebam ce reprezinta actualizarea
unui studiu de fezabilitate, si anume,
din punct de vedere economic acest
lucru ar insemna numai actualizarea
cursului euro/ leu la data prezenta si
modificarea devizului general precum
si a devizelor pe obiect ale studiului de
fezabilitate. Insa, am fost intrebati de
proiectant daca actualizarea curpinde
si  modificarea  tuturor  partilor
desenate, respectiv a cartusului in care
este precizata data de realizare a
studiului de fezabilitate. De asemenea,
avand in vedere ca suntem in cursul
acestui proces de actualizare a
studiilor de fezabilitate si de traducere
in limba engleza a tuturor
documentelor anexa la aplicatie, va
rugam insistent sa ne precizati daca
este necesara si traducerea tuturor
planselor/ partilor desenate sau este
suficienta numai traducerea partii
scrise a studiului de fezabilitate.

We come back with a request for
clarification which refers to updating
the feasibility studies that will be
attached to the applications for funding
under the Interreg VA Ro Bg
Programme. Not long ago we were
asking about what does the updating of
the feasibility study represent, namely,
from the economic point of view will
this represent only the actualization of
the course for euro/leu at the present
date and the modification of the
general estimate as well as the object
estimates of the feasibility study?
Although, we were asked by the
designer if this actualization contains
also the modifications of the drawings,
respectively of the cartridge which
stipulates the elaboration date of the
feasibility study. Also, taken into
consideration that we are in the process
of updating the studies and elaborating
the translations in English of all
documents, we ask you to tell us
whether it is necessary to translate all
the plans/ drawings or will the
translation of the written part of the
feasibility study be sufficient.

Updating the fesability study/DALI shall
certify that the conditions foreseen
initially (as mentioned by GD/HG no.
28/2008) are not changed or, if changed
it should specify the new existing
conditions/situation (includig studies, or
other documents that the designer
appreciates as necessary). If there are no
such modifications, updating shall refer
only to upating the technical
documentation (including the cartridge).
The decisions to keep the same initial
provisions of the fesability study /
techical project or to change them
belongs to the designer depending of the
functional, technical and economical
solutions and also depending on the
technical-economical indicators of the
investment that is about to be realized.
Regarding the translation of the
feasibility study, please be informed that
all sheets of the study must be
translated as well as all the documents
annexed to the Application form.
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V.50

La depunerea unui proiect hard, de
catre un beneficiar roman, este
necesar sa fie atasate toate avizele
cerute prin certificatul de urbanism
sau numai acordul de mediu?

When submitting a hard project, by a
Romanian beneficiary, is it necessary to
attach all the permits requested by the
urban planning certificate, or only the
environmental permit?

The Applicant’s Guide requests
mandatory submission by the Romanian
partners of urban planning permit for
applications including infrastructure
related activities, without mentioning
the mandatory submission of all
endorsements/permits/certificates
specified within the urban planning
permit. Nevertheless, feasibility study
or DALI (according with the legislation)
must be submitted for infrastructure
projects, which cannot be drafted by the
designer without having the urban
planning permit and all the
endorsements/permits/certificates
mentioned within this document (like for
example the on -site framing within the
general urban plan approved and
endorsed according with the legislation).

Therefore our recommendation is to
submit, as supporting documents all the
endorsements/permits/certificates
mentioned within the urban planning
permit as they are necessary for drafting
feasibility study or DALI (according with
the legislation).
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Mpu pa3paboTBaHETO Ha
MHPPaACTPYKTYpeH MNpoeKT no oc 2.1.
yyacTBa NapTHbOP CaMO C MEKM MEPKM.

When elaborating an infrastructure
project within PA 2.1, some partners
will develop only “soft” measures. Is it

If your partners’ role in the project does
not represent an investment (as it is
defined in the Applicant’s Guide), than it

IV.51 | Heo6xoammo nu e u ToM pa npasum | necessary for them to submit the Cost- | is not necessary for them to submit a
AHann3 pasxoam-nonsu. Benefit Analysis? Cost Benefit Analysis. The Annex 7 is
mandatory for the applicants which carry
out investment activities.
Va rugam sa ne comunicati daca pentru | Please let us know whether for projects | The Partnership Agreement is attached
proiectele care vor fi depuse in cadrul | that will be submitted under Interreg V- | within the Applicant’s pack only for
Programului Interreg V-A Romania A Romania - Bulgaria Programme, the informative purpose, it is a draft, the
V.52 Bulgaria, anexa I Partnership | annex | - Partnership Agreement document shall be submitted in the
’ Agreement Template trebuie | Template - must be filled in and contracting period, before the signing of

completata si depusa odata cu cererea
de finantare, sau dupa aprobarea
acesteia.

submitted together with the application
form or after its approval.

the subsidy contract.

V. Cooperation criteria
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V.1

Ghidul prevede existenta unui manager
de proiect comun, a unui manager
financiar comun, etc. Deoarece
achizitiile, operatiunile financiare sunt
specifice fiecarei tari si respecta
reglementarile legale din Romania,
respectiv Bulgaria, este o misiune
foarte dificila pentru un responsabil
comun de achizitii sau responsabil
comun financiar, care ar trebui sa
actioneze pentru ambii parteneri. Va
rugam sa ne confirmati ca notiunea de
joint staffing nu exclude posibilitatea
existentei unui coordonator de proiect,
a unui expert financiar sau a unui
expert achizitii numiti de fiecare
partener (in speta partenerul roman,
respectiv de partenerul bulgar).

The Applicant’s Guide provides for a
joint project manager, a joint financial
manager etc. Because the procurement
activities and the financial operations
are specific to each country and comply
with legal regulations in Romania or
Bulgaria, it is a very difficult task for a
joint public procurement responsible or
a joint financial responsible to act for
both partners. Please confirm that the
concept of joint staffing does not
exclude the possibility of designating a
project coordinator, a financial expert
or a public procurement expert by each
partner (in this case the Romanian
partner, respectively the Bulgarian
partner).

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, joint staffing means
that the project should not duplicate
functions on either side of the border.
Therefore, regardless of where the
person is located, there should be one
joint project manager, one joint
financial manager etc., (of course more
staff may be required for larger
projects). This staff will be responsible
for project activities on both sides of the
border. Nevertheless, the projects need
to prove that they respect at least the
following two cooperation criteria: joint
development and joint implementation
and, additionally, one of the two: joint
financing and joint staffing in order for it
to be eligible (provision from the
European Regulations). Fulfilling all 4
criteria grants you extra points in the
evaluation

VI. Application form
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Vi1

Referitor la formularul de buget, va
rugam sa ne precizati daca exista si un
formular mai detaliat al bugetului,
exceptand ceea ce exista deja in
cererea de finantare.

Regarding the budget form, please
indicate if there is a more detailed
budget form, except what already exists
in the application.

The applicants have the obligation of
filling in the budget form as presented in
the Application Form. Nevertheless,
when preparing your application it is
indicated that you keep a more detailed
budget. This is only for your internal use
only, and shall not be submitted together
with the Application Form. Also, make
sure the description of activities fully
reflects the amounts you have budgeted
(explain why you need those funds-
request not applicable for flat rates).

VI.2

KakBu loKa3aTencTBa e ce U3UCKBAT
OT 0OWUHUTE-6eHeDULMEHTH, Ye
pa3nosiarat CbC CpeACTBa 3a
peannsMpaHe Ha NPOEKTHUTE
JleMHOCTH?

In case the beneficiary is a municipality
what evidence is required for proving of
the necessary for the project
implementation funds?

Annexes 5 to the Application Form -
Declarations of Commitment
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1. Application form 2.3 Project 1. As it is explained within the second
Activities, description of equipment and | column (“Name of the

services purchased - maximum 1000 equipment/service”) of the table

char. - is this a limit for description of “Description of the main equipment and
each equipment/service or total for all | services purchased (if the case)” in
activity’s equipment and services section 2.3 - “Project activities”, the
purchased. limit of 1000 characters is available for

each equipment listed, repeating per
2. In case daily allowances and travel | partners, if the same equipment is

VI.3 costs are not services, where should be | purchased by more than one partner.
those costs described in Application
form 2.3 Project Activities ? 2. Within the section 2.3 - Project

activities shall be described including the
necessary resources. Depending on what
activity the travel and accommodation of
the staff is needed for, the related costs
should be described (e.g. : project
management, organization of particular
events, etc.)
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Vi.4

In connection with preparation of
project proposal within the Interreg V-A
Romania-Bulgaria Programme we would
like to request clarification about the
information that has to be filled in
section PROETC code in all declarations
- annexes to the Application form.

Regarding your question please be
informed that no information has to be
filled in in the PROETC code by the
beneficiaries. Each project shall be
assigned a code later on when the
system becomes functional, and this
information shall be communicated to all
beneficiaries, when available. When
submitting the Application Form together
with its annexes, the PROETC code
section shall remain unfilled.

VI.5

In Formularul de aplicatie, pagina 18.
la Anexe se mentioneaza “The
following documents will be uploaded
in the system (scanned versions of the
documents”. Avand in vedere ca
proiectele se depun printat si
electronic pe CD, ce se intelege aici
prin incarcarea anexelor in sistem?

In the Application Form, page 18 at the
Annex section, it is mentioned that
“The following documents will be
uploaded in the system (scanned
versions of the documents)”.Since the
projects are to be submitted in printed
version and on CD, what is meant here
by uploading annexes in the system?

This is a material error of the Application
Form. Beneficiaries have to submit the
Application Form and all relevant
annexes as provided in the Applicant’s
Guide.
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V1.6

“Please describe the resources each
beneficiary is planning to use for
implementing this project activity” -
Does this description include financial
resources as well, which are part of the
project budget? What about people,
materials, etc. which will be cover by
the budget? Or here you mean only
resources, which are not mentioned in
“Description of the main equipment and
services purchased”?

You have to give a short and clear
description of the resources (staff,
material) each beneficiary uses for
implementing the activity. You should
present the activity, why it is necessary
for the project. It is not necessary to
mention the financial resources but you
have to make sure the explanations are
correlated to the amounts budgeted in
Section 3.1 Budget (e.g. if 100.000 euro
are budgeted at Project preparation but
only one meeting was organized, this will
be considerate unjustified, make sure
the activities presented reflect the
budget).
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VI.7

Services:

- In case of one service which covered
several activities (e.g.
translation/interpretation) do we need
to mention it every time (in every
activity where it appear)? If the answer
is “yes”, it is obligatory to use the same
Crt. no. or not?

- “The need for external experts and
services needs to be duly justified” -
what you mean in case of experts: to
explain their obligations in context of
the activity or to justify that the
partner has not such expert in own
staff? Do we need to make one more
description here, if we already
described the role of the expert in
“Description of the activity”?

The applicant should explain once, in the
first/most relevant activity why the
horizontal service is necessary and at the
other actions simply make a reference to
the description above.

The applicant should explain why it is
necessary to contract external experts
and services, in order to prove that there
is no overlapping between beneficiary's
own resources and the ones which are
going to be externalized.
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VI.8

We have problem to combine our
project activities with the obligatory
“Information and publicity”: we plan to
have separated activities called
“Project promotion”, “Development of
web-site”, “Dissemination”,
“Elaboration of a Collection”, which are
from one side necessary in the context
of the project methodology, but from
other - in a conflict with this obligatory
activity, because parts of all of them
can be also included in it. For example
we want to make a project promotion in
the beginning to attract participation
and we plan to use leaflets, but they
can be included in “Information and
publicity” as well, the same with
development of web-site, etc... What
to do?

There is no requirement as how to
combine these information and publicity
activities. They have to be included in
the project, either way you find it
appropriate.




B
ROMANIA - BULGEE=

m

uuuuuuuuuu

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

V1.9

According to the Applicant’s Guide and
taking into consideration the
cooperation criteria, particularly the
joint financing and the match-funding,
is there any regulation how much can
partner’s budget exceed the budget of
the other partner (for example - is it
eligible if one of the project partners
have a budget for reconstructing an
infrastructure approx. 500 000 EUR and
the other partner’s budget for
reconstructing and upgrading an
infrastructure is approx. 1 200 000 EUR?

There is no specific regulation regarding
the proportion of budgets between
partners. Nevertheless, they need to be
balanced and proportional with the
division of activities between partners.
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VI.10

IMARAA AT NABENS MBAPMAIA] At
c/lyqamTe Ha npM3HaBaHe M

Henpu3HaBaHe Ha A4/C no npasunarta
Ha nporpamaTta, KaTto HM OTroBOpUTE U
Ha cnegHuA BbNpOoC:

beHeduUMeEHTH No NpoeKkTa morat aa
6baaT M acoumaummn U CAPYHKEHUA C
HeCcToMaHcKa LeJsi, KOUTO He ca
pernctpupanm no 44C.

Mpu peanusmpaHeTo Ha ,, TBbpAN“
MPOEKTU HAKOM OT AEMHOCTUTE
(MpoeKTMpaHe, CTPOUTENCTBO,
3aKyrnyBaHe Ha MalUMHK U Np.) Morat
[la ce Bb3/I0XKaT Ha IpUAMYECKM NIMLa,
KouTo ca pernctpupanm no 44C.
Monsa ga yTouHuTe fanu ce npmsHasa
KaTo pa3xo/ (B pamMKMTE Ha obLmA
6r0KeT Ha npoeKTa) Npu 1HAHCOBO
oTyMTaHe oT beHeduumeHTa
HauncneHo A4C 3a u3BbplUeHa
AEMHOCT OT NOAM3MBJIHUTEN, HaeT 3a
M3MbJIHEHME HA HAKOW OT AEMHOCTUTE
Mo NPOEKT (MpOeKTMpaHe,
CTPOMTENCTBO, 3aKyrnyBaHe Ha MaluMHMK

unp.).

WTAERSERIOVIdE, UsMIEh. Blaye infoumations.

abeut e aligibikity, ardaeligibility of
the VAT according Programme rules.
Nonprofit organizations who are not
VAT registered could be beneficiaries of
the Programme. Some of the activities
in “hard projects” as design, works,
purchase of equipment could be
assigned to legal bodies which are VAT
registered. Please clarify is the VAT for
an activity performed by such a
subcontractor eligible expenditure?

nascardance wikh.Regulation 4EU)
1303/2013 Article 69 (3), VAT is not

eligible except in the case of VAT non-
recoverable under national VAT
legislation. In practice, if a partner can
recover VAT (from the national budget),
all expenditure reported to the
Programme has to be reported without
VAT.

According to point 13.1 of the Guidelines
of the Ministry of Finance of the Republic
of Bulgaria Ne NF-5/07.28.2014, for the
treatment of VAT as an eligible
expenditure in the implementation of
projects under the operational programs
financed by the ERDF, ESF,the EU
Cohesion Fund, the EMFF for the
financial framework 2014-2020:

“The beneficiary determines VAT as non-
recoverable (eligible for financing under
the operational programs) when it is not
a VAT registered.

and

IV. Specific terms

Point 15. A beneficiary who is not VAT
registered, included in the Request for
payment to the Managing Authority (MA)
non-recoverable VAT for supplies and
services as eligible expenditure. The
beneficiary submits a declaration to the
MA that will not use their right to tax
credit in accordance with art. 74 or art.
76 of the Value added tax act for
available assets and received services,
funded under the Operational Program,
before the date of registration for VAT.”
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VI. 11

OTHOCHO U3MCKBaAHMATA KbM
KaHAMTaTMTE 3a HaJIMYME Ha
"noAxoAsWm 1 AOCTaTbYHM U3TOYHULM
Ha pmHaHCcHpaHe™:2.1. JloKa3BaHeTo
06xBallla €IMHCTBEHO NOCOYBAHE Ha
€BEHTYa/IHU U3TOYHMLM, OT KOMTO
KaHAMAATHT Lie MOXKe Aa ce
Bb3M0/I3Ba, B C/ly4aM Ye NPOeKTbT My
6bae 0406peH 1K e HeobXxoauMOo Aa
6bAe AOKa3aHO Ha/IMYMETO Ha
onpeaeneHy NpuUxoam 3a JajeH
nepuvoa oT Bpeme npeam nojaBaHe Ha
NPOEKTHOTO NpeasoxeHne?

Regarding the requirement of having
“stable and sufficient financing
sources”: Does the proving comprises
only the indication of possible sources
which will be used by the applicant in
case the project is approved or is it
necessary to prove the availability of
certain revenues for a certain period of
time before the submission of the
Application form? In case it is necessary
to prove the availability of the sources
how should it be interpreted the
requirement to be stable and which are
the stable ones.

No indication of the resources or proving
of the availability is necessary. Only a
Declaration of Commitment has to be
provided.
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VI. 12

In section 2.3 Project Activities, there
are two kinds of tables for filling in the
description of the activities.The
provided exemplary text in the first one
is: 'A1, Project Preparation, Please
describe the resources each beneficiary
used for this project activity' . This
statement leads to the conclusion that
the table is specifically provided for the
project preparation only and the second
kind of table should be used to describe
the rest of the activities.

However, the numbering in this second
one starts again from A1, which leaves
room for different interpretations on
how to correctly order the project
activity descriptions. Furthermore, in
case of a soft project, some of the table
rows are not necessary and it remains
unclear, whether the latter can be
deleted to enhance the writing process.
Would you please explain the situation?

please note that the numbering of
activities is continuous and will range
between A1, A2, ... An, out of which A1
is mandatory the Project Preparation.
Example: for a project with 3 activities,
A1 is Project preparation, A2 is assigned
to the second activity, A3 is assigned to
the third activity.

The second table from section 2.3. is
indeed the template to be filled-in for
all project activities, other than Project
Preparation.

From this second table, the templates
for the description of the main
equipment and services purchased or the
template for the description of the work
are mandatory only in case the
respective activity implies
purchase/works.
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VI.13

| have a question about section 4. of the
Application Form - Exit / continuation
strategy

"Applicants should describe what impact
their project results may have five
years after the project has ended. The
kind of follow-up actions that are
planned (i.e., exit/continuation
strategy) and what are the chances for
them to be achieved should be also
stated here. In general, it is expected
that the results of a project would
outlive the lifetime of the project
itself. Based on the results of this
projects, the applicants should estimate
what other projects or activities can be
developed in the benefit of the
communities in the cross-border area.”
Does this mean that after the project is
over the beneficiaries will have to
finance for them selves the same
activities and will there be any reports
about the follow-up actions after the
project is over?

Each project should demonstrate its
sustainability once it is over. This does
not necessarily mean that the project
activities should be re-performed once
the project is over, but rather that the
results of the project are being used also
after its finalization. For example, if a
site is being developed during the
project implementation, it should be
functional and updated with information
also after the completion of the project.
It is strongly encouraged that
beneficiaries use the results they have
obtained in the project, in order to
develop other projects, financed from
other sources.
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Va rugam a avea amabilitatea de a ne
informa ce insemna numar de
caractere in scrierea proiectului (de
exemplu: max 750 caractere), toate
caracterele inclusiv spatiul dintre

We would like to know what does the
number of characters for writing the
project (for example mx. 750
characters) mean? Should it be
interpreted as all characters including

Applicant's Guide section I1.3.ii How to
fill in the Application Form and its
Annexes, the maximum number of
characters includes also the spaces.
Regarding your second question, EU

Vi.14 cuvinte sau doar caracterele care the space between the words of just funded projects refer to any projects
formeze un cuvant/ numar? the characters forming the having as financing source EU funds,
word/number? irrespective of the way the source was
granted: directly by the EU or by the
Member States via shared management.
| would like to address to you one Please be informed that when sending
question related to the submission of the application by post the date of the
the documents for the soft projects post will be taken into account, so in this
(deadline 30 June). Can you please regard it will not be a problem in the
confirm me that we can send the case you described.
VI.15 documents via post and the date on the

post mark is the one that will be taken

in consideration and reference? | mean,
if we send the application on 30th June
and it is getting in Calarasi in the next

days, will that be a problem?
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VI. 16

When filling the AF for the first call of
CBC RO-BG | need to clarify the
following:

the applicant has a previously funded
projects not from EU, but from other
international sources - Norway (EEA
Grants), USA foundations etc - should
we list them also under the "Other EU
funded projects” in the AF?

Please be informed that “Other EU
funded projects” within section 1.3 from
the Application form, refers only to the
previously EU financed projects, other
sources of financing are not relevant for
this Programme.
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VI. 17

We are preparing a hard project on Axis
2.1. We intend to include in the budget
external project management
consultancy according to the limit
mentioned in Annex C. When we
drafted the budget in the Application
Form we discovered that regardless the
value of the external project
management consultancy, the
application is calculating also staff
costs. The problem in our case is that
the value of the external consultancy is
bigger than the staff cost (still
according to Annex C) and the
application calculates a negative value
that is deducted from the total project.
Our questions:

-from which budgetary line this
negative value is deducted?

-how can we mention no costs for staff
in case we want to use external
consultancy that is mentioned in Annex
C and D?

The budget template should be
respected accordingly and negative
values cannot be accepted. The
construction of the budget for this call
considered a flat rate limit of 5% from
direct costs for staff cost. Also, in order
not to double the costs for project
management (either with staff or
external project management) a formula
was constructed in order to deduct the
cost of externalized project management
from the 5% staff cost. In your situation,
you cannot allocate funds for
externalized project management that
derives in negative values for staff cost.
So, the externalized project
management should be reduced
accordingly.

VIl. Information and publicity
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Regarding the publicity and visibility
requirements of the programme, what
particular actions should be
implemented during the preparatory
meetings? How the actual

The Programme Visual Identity Manual is
planned to be approved on the June
Monitoring Committee, by that date, the
provisions of the Regulations can be
applied. In order to prove the

Vil 1 implementation of the above mentioned | preparatory actions you will have to
actions is to be proved by the submit the related documents, eg. Lists
beneficiary? of participants, receipts, paying orders,

public procurement documentation (if
the case) aso.
Pentru axa nr.1 Cresterea Regarding PA 1 - Raising awareness Please be informed that regarding the
constientizarii in ceea ce priveste regarding the importance of developing | eligibility of an action, in the interest of
importanta dezvoltarii si imbunatatirii | and improving environment-friendly equal treatment of applicants, we
sistemelor de transport ecologice in transport systems in the cross-border cannot give a prior opinion on this, the
zona transfrontaliera. area. The question is: Can we involve assessment working group and the
VIL.2 Intrebarea este: Putem sa implicam students from the Maritime University Monitoring Committee of the Programme

studentii de la Universitatea Maritima
si sa facem o sesiune de comunicare
privitor la sisteme de transport
ecologic si campanii de informare in
toata zona transrontaliera?

and to make a communication session
regarding ecological transport systems
and information campaigns across the
border?

being entitle to decide on this.

However, the students from the Maritime
University students can be involved in
the project as long as the information is
presented in the section 2. Project
description from the Application Form.
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We are preparing public procurement
documentation for a company to
elaborate the technical design
documentation for our project
application. Do we have to use Visual
Identity symbols in the procurement

Regarding your question please be
informed that it is not mandatory to use
any visual identity elements in the public
procurement documentation.

ViL.3 documentation and do we have to ask
the hired company to use VIM symbols
in the technical design documentation?
If yes and considering that there are no
templates for such documents, what
symbols should we use and how?
VIIl. Applicant’s Guide
Is it planned to be translated the Please be informed that the official
Applicant’s Guide in Bulgarian language? | language of the Programme is English,
according to the decision of the two
Member States. The applicants shall have
VIII. 1 the obligation of submitting the

application form in English. Therefore,
we do not intend to translate the
Applicant’s Guide into Bulgarian
language.
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Viil.2

As regards of the publishing the
Applicant’s Guide for the first call for
proposals within the Interreg V-A
Romania - Bulgaria programme, | have
the following question:

Is it eligible one single organization to
apply with two or more project
proposals as Lead beneficiary under the
same priority axis and in the frame of
one specific objective?

Referring to your request, yes, you may
apply as Lead Beneficiary in 2 or more
projects. The only limitation is set
afterwards, you will not be able to have
more than 4 projects, simultaneously, in
implementation.
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VIIlL.3

It is possible for a procurement
procedure for
delivery/construction/engineering for
the implementation of project,
financed through the CBC Programme,
to be started before signing of the grant
contract (i.e. after a notification letter
is received by the beneficiary stating
that the project have been approved for
funding?

It is possible a procedure for selection
of contractor for public procurement
procedure to be conducted before the
signing of the grant contract itself,
given that it will be mentioned
precisely that the payment of the
contract will be made when there is a
signed financing contract between the
beneficiary and the MA?

Taking into consideration that the
Applicant Guide envisages that the
implementation expenditures are eligible
from the first day after approval of the
project by the Monitoring Committee, it
is possible to launch and carry out public
procurement procedures according to the
national legislation.
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Viil.4

My questions concern the planning,
measurement and reporting of indicators of
projects under priority Axis 3: A safe
region:

- Output Indicators - how to calculate the
indicator in case for example of risk
management preparation of experts or
volunteers from the local community?
Which is indicator - the number of trained
experts/volunteers or the community's
population, which (potentially, if case of
disaster) they will serve? How beneficiary
will prove the performance of indicator
documentary in the second case - with
signatures of potentially affected people?

- Programme result indicators - how to
measure quality of the joint risk
management? There is a methodology
(annex J), but it does not apply to the
project level. The problem will apper when
we will report the project, when, as we
know, the achievement of the key
indicators become very important. Tell us
how documentary to prove reached level 3-
“satisfactory” for example?

| am asking for concrete answers, because
the failure of indicators leads to financial
sanctions. The ambiguity on this issue can
make the project implementation very
risky.

For Priority Axis 3 the output indicators are:

Population  benefiting
from actions of risk NA 2 500 000
management

Population  benefiting
from flood protection NA 1 250 000
measures

Population  benefiting
from forest fire NA 1 250 000
protection measures

Number of joint
partnerships in the field
of joint early warning 10 50
and emergency
response

You have to select the one that your project
addresses to (at least one). No other project
indicators are required. When drafting your
project you have to analyze the impact your
trainings will have, which is the area you are
addressing to and, of course the population.

The result indicator for Priority Axis 3 is a
qualitative one. For qualitative indicators you
simply have to explain how your project will
contribute to its achievement.

Regarding your questions on implementation,
please note that a Project Implementation
Manual is going to be published in due time
(before the projects start implementation).
However, as a general remark, the beneficiaries
will not have to prove reaching the target, this is
a Programme task; you will simply have to prove
that you have contributed to reaching the target
(or, in case of qualitative indicators, explain how
your project contributed to the target).
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As dori sa stiu daca axa 2 (2.1. si 2.2.)
este deschisa?

Pentru ca pe site este mentionat ca
este deschisa, dar in ghid apare scris
ca doar 1.2 si 3.1. sunt deschise cu
depunere pe 30 iunie pt proiecte soft si

| would like to know if axis 2 (2.1. And
2.2.) Is open?

Because on the site is mentioned that it
is open, but in the applicant guide
appears that only 1.2 and 3.1. are open
for submission on 30 of June for soft

According to the Applicant’s Guide,
section | General Information (page 8)
“Please bear in mind that this call for
proposals only concerns Priority Axis 1,2
and 3. Future calls will be launched for
the rest of the Priority Axis (4 and 5)”.

VIIL.5 30 septembrie pt hard. project and 30 of September for Therefore, the Priority Axis 2 - A green
software projects hard. region is launched in the present call for
proposals with deadlines for submitting
the applications (30th of June 2015 for
soft projects, 30th of September 2015
for hard projects).
La indicatorul de output “Increase in What does the output indicator According to the provisions of the
expected number of visits to "Expected Increase in number of visits Applicant’s Guide, each project must
Support sites of cultural and natural to supported cultural and natural contribute to achieving the programme
heritage and attraction” - la ce se heritage sites of attraction and " mean | indicators (both output and result
VIIL.6 refera mai exact? Aici se intelege exactly? This means increasing the indicators). Therefore, your project

cresterea numarului estimat de vizite
efectuate de turisti pe durata
implementarii proiectului sau si dupa
finalizarea acestuia?

number of visits of tourists expected
during project implementation or after
its completion?

through its activities has to contribute to
at least one output and result indicator
of the Programme. The achievement of
indicators shall be monitored during
implementation and after its completion.
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VIIl.7

La indicatorul de rezultat “Number of

tourists overnights in the CBC region” -

numarul se calculeaza pentru noptile
de cazare ale turistilor in zona de
interventie prin intermediul serviciilor
turistice create prin proiect pe durata
de implementare a proiectului?

Ce mijloc de verificare se poate utiliza
in cazul acestui indicator?

In case of the result indicator "Number
of Tourists overnights in the CBC region
" the number is to be computed taking
into consideration the number of
accommodation nights for tourists in
the intervention area through the
touristic services created by the project
during the project implementation?
What means of verification may be used
for this indicator?

Based on the activities developed within
the project, the applicants have to
estimate the project’s contribution to
the result indicator set at Programme
level. The achievement of this indicator
shall be analyzed at Programme level.
For further information, please refer to
J-Programme methodology for measuring
result indicators.

VIII.8

How many projects one applicant can
submit? Can one municipality submit
project as lead partner under priority 2
Green region and under priority 3 Safe
region?

There is no restriction as regards the
number of projects, a beneficiary may
submit, either in the quality of
beneficiary or Lead Beneficiary.
Nevertheless, according to the provisions
of the Applicant’s Guide, the Managing
Authority has the right to decide not to
sign a financing contract in case a
Beneficiary already has in
implementation 4 projects. After the
finalization of one project the decision
may be reconsidered, provided the
financial allocation is available.
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VIIl.9

It is mentioned that reimbursement
claims when expenditures of both
partners under the common project
exceed 5 000 euro can be submitted?
Does it mean that if subsidy contract is
signed in December 2015 and
expenditures according the schedule of
activities exceed 5 000 euro in February
2016 immediately can ask first level
control verification?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, reimbursement claims
may be submitted any given time during
project implementation (the latest being
at 5 months after the project is
finalized), the only condition being
related to the value of the
reimbursement claim, which has to be
not lower than 5.000 EUR. The
reimbursement claim may concern only
the expenditures of just one partner (as
long as it is at least 5.000 EUR), the
condition does not apply cumulative for
all partners. You may ask first level
control request as soon as the contract is
signed and you fulfill the condition
regarding the value of reimbursement
claim. Please be advised that detailed
rules will be included in the Project
Implementation Manual, which will be
published on the Programme’s website.
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Viil.
10

What is the percentage of the advance
payments under the project?

The Programme management bodies
have not taken a final decision regarding
the advance payments; the legal
framework for granting the advances is
under approval process. As mentioned in
the Applicant’s Guide an advance may be
granted in an amount ranging between
60%-80% of the national co-financing.
The national co-financing for Bulgarian
partners will be transferred at two
installments - 80 % advance payment and
up to 20 % final payment depending on
the total funds absorbed under the
project.
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VIII.
11

Is it possible the project manager to be
a person external for the lead partner
(municipality)? Also it is possible an
independent expert to be involved for
the PR, communication and
dissemination activities under the
project, i.e. person who is not
employee of the municipality?

In case the beneficiary does not have the
necessary internal resources to
implement the project, the project
management may be externalized.
Nevertheless, special attention needs to
be paid in order to avoid any duplication
of functions between the beneficiary’s
internal staff involved in the project and
the contracted experts. According to
Annex E to the Applicant’s Guide -
Simplified cost options, for projects
externalizing parts or hole of the project
management (including external
expertise related to the organization of
the public procurements for the project,
services related to the financial and
technical reporting for the project), the
estimated value of the externalized parts
of the project management will be
mentioned within the application form
and the flat rate will be diminished
proportionally:

Staff flat rate = [Maximum flat rate
for staff for the respective type of
project * calculation basis - amounts for
project management] * 100/calculation
basis
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VIII.
12

Regarding so called simplified cost
options (SCOs) is there any requirement
related to local legislative provisions -
for instance: the monthly salary and
respectively the daily wages of the
accountant of the municipality are
fixed. How to pay for additional
activities within the project under the
programme: accountant will spend few
hours each month for the activities
under the project which could be
supplementary paid. In order to use the
SCOs is it required to stick to the hour
wages per hour payable within the
current monthly salary or it is allowed
the wages to be different?

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, Annex E, staff costs
will be reimbursed on a flat rate basis.
This means that beneficiaries will not be
obliged to report or prove categories of
costs calculated on the basis of a flat
rate, but only the eligible costs included
in the calculation basis for the
application of the flat rate. Management
verifications (including controllers) and
audits will not check supporting
documents for real costs under a
category of expenditure calculated by a
flat-rate, but only supporting documents
for costs included in the calculation basis
for the application of the flat-rate.
Therefore, it is the decision of the
beneficiary which salary is paid to its
own staff. The Programme will not verify
any supporting document.
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CbeBpeMeHHOo Ha cTpaHMua 43 oT
aKTya/mM3MpaHaTa Bepcua Ha HacokuTte,
B noATo4Ka Investment documentation
ropeornMcaHoTo U3peveHune He e
aKTya/IM31MpaHO U € KaKTo caejBa:
BepcuAa 5/26/2015 (cTp. 43)

On page 43 of the revised version of the
Applicant’s Guide 5/26/2015 in
Investment documentation the
abovementioned statement is not
updated:

version 5/26/2015 (page 43)

The statement on page 43 is not changed
by mistake.

VIII. For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
13 annexed: preliminary design (including | For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be

estimation of bill of quantities and annexed: preliminary design (including

values) for new investments or estimation of bill of quantities and

technical design for values) for new investments or

upgrading/reconstruction. technical design for

upgrading/reconstruction.

Monsa pa gagerte pa3sAcHeHus! Please clarify!

B cnyyam Yye NpoekTbT NpeaBuKaa In case the project envisages a service | Yes, 3 offers or an independent

ycnyra, CBbp3aHa C NOCTMraHeTo Ha necessary for the achievement of evaluation of the cost of the service
Vil Lle/IMTe Ha NPOoeKTa, HO YMATO CTOMHOCT | project’s indicators, which is not need to be presented. The budgeted
14 ) He nocoyeHa B AHekc C, To Ta cunTa M | indicated in Annex C, is it eligible and is | price (in case of 3 offers justifications)

ce ce 3a AonycTMMa U Heob6Xo4MMO
€ 1 3a HeA Aa ce npeAacTaBAT 3 odepTn
WM OLEHKA OT HE3aBUCMM OLeHUTeN?

it necessary 3 offers or an independent
evaluation of the cost of the service to
be presented.

must not exceed the median value of the
3 offers (calculated at Inforeuro
exchange rate from March 2015).
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1.Ale cui cv-uri se pun in Formularul de | Whose CVs are to be attached to the Please be informed that the Applicant’s
candidatura,va rog frumos! application form? Guide does not require applicants to
-Fiind ONG si propunandu-ne sa We are an NGO and we intend to submit CVs of the project’s management

Vil desfasuram cursuri de formare de organize short term training courses team, together with the application

15 ’ scurta durata,referitoare la temele related to the major themes of the form. As regards the accreditation of a
majore din proiect, am putea sa project. Could we accredit a course training course, you may obtain it
acreditam un curs prin Programul through the cross-border program? For | observing the national legislation in
transfrontalier?De exemplu, referitor la | example, regarding nondiscrimination? | force. The Programme as such does not
nondiscriminare? accredit training courses.
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The Appﬁwﬁ%ide states on p.22,
the fouowz?(h
The applicants for the projects financed

ORI

whth o gudfatRe APRLISARE. 18 ANANSS £NEIEYosd

than the.adgunishiatoraf fhe. protected

area which the project refers to and the
administrator is not a partner in the
project the applicant must have the
written approval of the administrator of
the respective protected area;

. In case a protected area is not
administered by a certain entity and the
responsible environment authority is not
a partner in the project the applicant
must have the written approval of the
responsible environmental authority or
the responsible environment authority is
a partner in the project.

Is this written approval a separate
letter/document, issued by the
administrator of the protected area/
the responsible environmental
authority, or this refers to Annex 11,
described on p.48:

Annex 11 to the Application Form -
Environmental agreement (mandatory
for applications including infrastructure
related activities) and English
translation (if issued in other language
than English) will annexed to the
Application Form.

The applicants must present an official
statement/act from the competent
environment authority stating that the
investment project either:

. observes the legal provisions of
environment protection or

. completed the first phase of the
EIA procedure - screening

Yes, it is a separate document (written
approval), issued by the administrator of
the respective protected area/ the
responsible environmental authority.

» and the Monitoring Committee decides on
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Viil.
17

We are working on a project for development of
a training camp on the territory of an eligible
Bulgarian municipality. However, the designated
plot is a rural area, out of regulation, according
to the applicable legislation. We have started a
procedure for amending the statute of the land,
but the procedure will not be completed before
the submission deadline, Sept, 30™.

Also, according to the Territory Regulation Act in
Bulgaria, we cannot develop a preliminary
design for the land without regulation. We could
develop a Feasibility Study with some
preliminary designs. Based on this, the Chief
Architect of the municipality cannot approve a
preliminary design for the training camp, but
only Feasibility study.

We have the following questions:

1. Can we submit a Feasibility study with
designs, instead of a Preliminary design
as defined by the Bulgarian law?

2. Can we submit a project for a land that
is not in regulation, but the process has
been initiated and will be completed
after the submission?

3. Can we submit designs (drawings)
without the official approval of the Chief
Architect of the municipality, only
stamped by the relevant architects, who
have developed them?

Please find bellow the answers to your
questions:

1. It is not eligible for Bulgarian
beneficiaries to apply with an investment
projects presenting feasibility study only.
For Bulgarian beneficiaries it should be
submitted at least a preliminary design
(including estimation of quantities and
values) or technical design,. The design
has to be approved according the
Bulgarian legislation, which includes the
endorsement of the Chief Architect as
well.

2. Taking into consideration that the
finalization of the procedure for the
amendment of the statute of the land is
a prerequisite for developing the
preliminary design, application prior to
the finalization of the procedure and
developing the preliminary design (
approved according to the National
legislation) is not possible.

3. No the Applicants have to submit
at least preliminary design, approved
according the Bulgarian legislation,
which includes the endorsement of the
Chief Architect as well.
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Regarding preparation of an investment
project under R ania - Bulgaria Open
Call for s, we have the

following igns:

I}ee'cf-@eﬁ rqlcation,
page 41, 1t 1s wrtt®f that'1f your

w0 @Ghrofferfoasgeeain. sotytiany dehis paddbse
givesyau:aexis aipointsiy evakgation.

1. Please, give a definition of "green
solution”

2. Please, give an example for green
solution in the soft activities

Green solutions are those actions defined based
on the principle that protecting and enhancing
nature and natural processes, and the many
benefits society gets from nature, are consciously
integrated into the planning and development of
the project. Green solutions include (but are not
limited to) using ecosystem-based and nature-
based approaches or (to the extent possible)

implementation of green infrastructure.
INTERREEP VLR %éfﬂ%@a P55dREBlrages the
use of green solutions in the implementation of
the projects, giving priority to such projects over
those proposing only "concrete-based"/”’grey
solutions”, by awarding extra points during the
evaluation process.

For more details regarding your question,
including examples, please consult the Thematic
Guidance and materials issued by the European
Commission on the matter, among which:

e http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/
information/legislation/guidance/,
with focus on the EC Thematic Guidance
for Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure,
Ecosystem Services and NATURA 2000
(http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/so
urces/docgener/informat/2014/guidance

fiche_biodiversity_n2000.pdf ) and
EC Thematic Guidance for Climate
Change Adaption, Risk Prevention and
Management
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sou
rces/docgener/informat/2014/guidance
fiche_climat_change.pdf

e Communication of the EC on Green
Infrastructure http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d
41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-
4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PD
F

but also:

e Green public procurement website
(European Commission): useful links,
publications and reliable sources
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/f
ag_en.htm#generalil

e Handbook on green public procurement
(European Commission)
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/p
df/handbook.pdf



http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/legislation/guidance/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/legislation/guidance/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_biodiversity_n2000.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_biodiversity_n2000.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_biodiversity_n2000.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_climat_change.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_climat_change.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/informat/2014/guidance_fiche_climat_change.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:d41348f2-01d5-4abe-b817-4c73e6f1b2df.0014.03/DOC_1&format=PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/faq_en.htm#general1
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/faq_en.htm#general1
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/handbook.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/handbook.pdf
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VIII.
19

1. Is the project considered as
investment “hard” project if the
Romanian partner includes investment
activities and the Bulgarian partner -
not?

2. Is it possible Romanian partner to
have investment activities and the
Bulgarian partner - to purchase
equipment?

3. In the definition for “hard”
project is written that investment
activities should be implemented or
equipment should be purchased over
50% of the budget. Is it the total budget
or partner budget?

For questions no. 1, 2 and 3: It is clearly
stated in the Applicant’s Guide that “Project
that has an infrastructure component or
which grants more than half of its total
eligible budget for the purchase

of equipment” is defined as “hard” project.

VIII.
20

In vederea estimarii duratei
activitatilor preconizate, va rugam sa
ne spuneti daca in timpul
implementarii se pot achizitiona "la
pachet” serviciile de proiectare (PT) si
lucrarile de constructie (FIDIC galben)?

In order to estimate the duration of the
activities planned, please tell us
whether during the implementation we
can purchase both design services
(Technical Project) and construction
works (yellow FIDIC), at the same time?

Please be informed that in order to apply
under this call for proposals, our Programme
does not foresee any rules regarding the
procurement of the technical design / work
execution, other than that of observing the
national public procurement legislation. In
this case, according to Romanian public
procurement procedure legislation the
liability for choosing a public procurement
procedure belongs to the contracting
authority.




B
ROMANIA - BULGES>

HHILCTITICYy -

Disclaimer: the reply to these questions is not equivalent with a guarantee for selection. Only evaluators propose and the Monitoring Committee decides on

issues related to eligibility and scoring.

VIII.
21

1. Pentru proiectele in care partenerul
roman are in vedere o lucrare de
investitii este necesar ca la exprimarea
in euro a sumelor in lei cuprinse in
devizul general si devizele pe obiecte
sa se foloseasca tot cursul inforeuro
din martie 20157 Deci, pentru a exista
o gandire coerenta la nivelul intregului
buget, se va folosi acest curs?

2. Pentru echipamentele aferente unei
constructii, deci cuprinse ca si costuri
in devizul general la sectiunea
Cheltuieli pentru investitia de baza
este necesar sa fie puse la dispozitie
tot 3 oferte?

1. For projects in which the Romanian
partner is considering an investment
work is it necessary to use the same
inforeuro rate exchange from March
2015, for converting in Euro the
amounts in Ron, comprised in general
estimate and in object estimates,? So,
for there to be a coherent
thought/understanding in the entire
budget, will this rate be used?

2. For the equipment related to a
construction, that is to say comprised as
costs in general estimate, to section
Expenditure for basic investment, are
required 3 offers to be made available?

The Applicant’s Guide foresees the
obligation to use inforeuro exchange rate
from March 2015 for the equipment not
listed within Annex C Ceiling for
expenditures for which 3 offers from well
know suppliers are submitted. Still, for the
investment projects having feasibility study,
the feasibility study offers substantiation for
the investment costs, both in general
estimate , and explanation part which is
made by an engineer / specialist in the field
that can be assimilated to the independent
evaluation of the price, specified in the
Applicant's Guide as an alternative method
of costs justification.

Therefore, having in mind that the
Applicant’s Guide foresees the possibility to
use an independent evaluation of price as
alternative method of cost justification, but
doesn’t foresee an exchange rate to be used
for the independent evaluation, than is not
mandatory to use the inforeuro exchange
rate from March 2015 for the equipment
within the general estimate.
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The Guide states that the applicant has

to submit technical documents including
a bill of quantities. If the submitted bill

of quantities includes also equipment,

For the investment projects having
feasibility study/equivalent technical
documents, these documents offer
substantiation for the investment costs,

VIII. appliances, furniture, etc. /i.e. a turn- both in bill of quantities and explanation
22 key constrlilction/ fo,reseén a;s .one part which is made by an engineer /
i’ . specialist in the field that can be assimilated
Fender proce_dure n prOJeFt to the independent evaluation of the price,
lmple.mentatlon, do we still ha\{e to specified in the Applicant's Guide as an
submit three offers for the equipment? | iternative method of costs justification.
The Guide states a 3 per cent ceiling for | According with Annex D - List of eligible
the supervision of construction works. | expenditure, art. 13, alin. 1, lit. a, para (IV)
Does this amount include all the types th_e percentage _of 3% refers to expenditures
of supervision required by national with the supervision of the works by the
legislation /on behalf of the state, the Colnitruit‘m lnspecttzrs. Tgesgztr??(p‘cer:wdltures
. . relates to those mentioned within the
architect and the investor/ altogether? Spatial Planning Act, art. 166. (amend. - SG.
65 of 2003) (1) The consultant on the basis of
ViII a written contract with the contracting
23 ) authority:

1 82 of 2012, effective 11.26.2012) can
perform feasibility studies, preparation of
the design process and coordination of the
construction process until the construction
object is put into operation, including
control of quantities, quality and conformity
of the executed construction works and used
materials with the works contracts, as well
as other activities - subject of contracts.
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The Guide states that the applicant has

to submit technical documents including
a bill of quantities. If the submitted bill

of quantities includes also equipment,

Please be informed that for the investment
projects having feasibility study/equivalent
technical documents, these documents offer
substantiation for the investment costs,

VIII. appliances, furniture, etc. /i.e. a turn- both in bill of quantities and explanation
24 key constrlilction/ fo,reseén a;s .one part w hich is mad.e by an engineer / -
i’ . specialist in the field that can be assimilated
Fender proce_dure n prOJeFt to the independent evaluation of the price,
implementation, do we still have to specified in the Applicant's Guide as an
submit three offers for the equipment? | iternative method of costs justification.
Intentionam sa depunem o aplicatie pe | We intend to submit an application Please be informed that you must analyze if
Axa prioritara 1- O regiune bine form under Priority Axis1 - A well all the legal conditions of the issued
conectata, Obiectivul specific 1.1. connected region, Specific Objective document are met and comply with the
Una dintre strazi are o trecere la nivel |1.1. provisions of the Applicant’s Guide, which
de cale ferata - iar 20 m stanga - One of the streets has a railway level St'PUlateS that the owner hﬁs tohgwe 'tls.
dreapta din axul caii ferate se afla in crossing and 20 metres to the left and ::2ttegrigrrﬁqe?;zniaiz]tﬁeztat the applicant
VIII. administrarea CFR si pt. care s-a right from the railway axis are managed yp )
25 obtinut avizul CFR. by the CFR (Romanian National Railway

Avizul CFR obtinut poate fi considerat
ca un accord al proprietarului pentru
efectuarea investitiei?

Company), from whom we have an
approval for.

May the obtained approval of CFR be
considered as an owner's agreement for
the execution of the investment/ into
making the investment?
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VIII.
26

Please, kindly clarify whether the
revised Applicant’s Guide, in effects,
permits the provision of a preliminary
design (including priced bill of
quantities) for
upgrading/reconstruction.

Would a valid technical design, duly
approved by the competent authorities
in 2013, represent an eligible technical
document under the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide?

Would an update of the bill of
quantities and values of the 2013 design
performed in 2015 satisfy the eligibility
requirements as to the date of the
technical design?

According to the provisions of the revised
Applicant’s Guide, which is in force,
Bulgarian beneficiaries shall submit
preliminary design (including estimation of
bill of quantities and values) or technical
design, irrespective of the types of works
they intend to perform (new investments or
upgrading/reconstruction).

According to the provisions of the
Applicant’s Guide, the Feasibility Study or
equivalent technical documents should not
have been elaborated or updated more than
one year before the deadline for the
submission of the project proposal (the
document must bear the date of
elaboration/revision). Updating the
fesability study or equivalent technical
documents shall certify that the conditions
foreseen initially are not changed or, if
changed it should specify the new existing
conditions/situation (includig studies, or
other documents that the designer
appreciates as necessary). If there are no
such modifications, updating shall refer only
to upating the technical documentation
(including the cartridge). The decisions to
keep the same initial provisions of the
fesability study / equivalent techical
documents or to change them belongs to the
designer depending on the functional,
technical and economic solutions and also
depending on the technical-economic
indicators of the investment that is about to
be realized.
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IX. Project sustainability

IX.1

In cazul in care in cadrul unui proiect
INTERREG V-A Ro-Bg vom investi in
echipamente pentru infiintarea si
dotarea

unor laboratoare de hazarde naturale
in cateva scoli pilot, se poate ca aceste
echipamente sa ramana dupa
terminarea proiectului

in cadrul scolilor respective pentru
continuarea activitatilor carora le-au
fost destinate?

If a project in the Ro-Bg INTERREG VA
will invest in equipment for setting up
and equipping of natural hazards
laboratories in several pilot schools,
these equipment may remain after
completion of the project in the
respective schools to continue the
activities for which they were intended?

In compliance with the European
Regulations, the beneficiaries are not
allowed during the implementation
period including 5 years after the final
payment, to wholly or partly sell or
transfer in any form the right of property
of the goods purchased from the
financing. Furthermore, the applicants
have to be responsible for the
preparation and management of the
action together with their partners, not
acting as an intermediary.




