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Mehedinti County in Romania and the Vidin-Oryahovo Municipalities in Bulgaria

Chapter 1 Introduction

Pursuant to the projects implemented along the years in the Danube region, with no
cross-border link, the partners in the "Plums for junk® project identified the need and
opportunity for reinforcing Romanian-Bulgarian cooperation in the Mehedinti - Vidin -
Montana - Vratsa region. Thus, besides the already implemented actions for ecologisation,
information and education of the young generation and for increasing the awareness of
adult decision-making people, "Plums for junk” also envisages a joint strategy to approach
the preservation of nature, touristic and eco-touristic promotion and the development of
cross-border relations.

A memorandum shall ensure that the strategy is taken up by all stakeholders, and
the measures provided in this strategy will be integrated in the future management plans
of the protected natural areas targeted by the project, where applicable, as well as
implemented by local public authorities, depending on their responsibilities.

The prioritisation of management measures stipulated in this document has obeyed
the possibility of implementation in a regional partnership, with effects on the entire
cross-border area.

Chapter 2 The policies of Romania and Bulgaria for preserving biodiversity. The history
of biodiversity preservation in the cross-border area targeted by the project.

The Natura 2000 network is the largest network of protected natural areas at a
European level, covering about 26% of the territory of the European Union. The protected
natural areas included in the Natura 2000 network are declared based on 2 European
directives, i.e. Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild
fauna and flora and Directive 79/409/EU coded by Directive 2009/147/EC on the
conservation of wild birds.

The two EU directives are ratified by each EU member state and represent the legal
framework for the statement of protected natural areas specific to each individual state.

Thus, with their accession to the European Union, Romania and Bulgaria aligned
themselves to the EU legislation, ratifying the 2 directives and declaring protected natural
areas to be included in the European network.

The Bulgarian law on environment protection (published in the Official Gazette no.
91/2002, as subsequently amended and supplemented (Official Gazette no. 62 of August
14, 2015) is the framework for all the laws regarding environment and biodiversity
protection. This law establishes the basic guidelines on the protection of environmental
components, biodiversity, ecological assessment procedures and environmental impact,
the certification system, the management and financing of protected natural areas. The
main legislative document regulating nature protection is the Law on biological diversity
(Official Gazette no. 77/2002), as subsequently amended (Official Gazette no. 101 of
22.12.2015). This Bulgarian law introduces the guidelines of the two main directives
regarding wild flora and fauna species, natural habitats and birds. The law on biological
diversity also establishes the procedure based on which protected areas are declared in
accordance with the two EU directives.

In Romania, the law underlying the statement of protected natural areas of a
national interest is Law 5/2000, as the legislative document stipulating limits, surface and
maps of many protected natural areas. Another legislative document that is important for
protected natural areas was the Ministry Order 552/2003 establishing special preservation
areas in forest areas, where management used to be highly restrictive.
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The Government Emergency Ordinance 57/2007 was passed in 2007, ratifying the 2
EU directives and regulating internal zoning in the case of protected areas of a national
interest. The Ministry Order 1964/20070 and Government Decision 1284/2007 approved
Natura 2000 sites of a community interest in Romania. This ordinance was approved by Law
49/2011, but its provisions are not fully observed (e.g. land owners in protected natural
areas with a restrictive regime are not compensated).

As for the management plans of protected natural areas, both Romania and Bulgaria
are carefully supervised by the European Union in terms of their development and
implementation. The custodians/managers of the protected natural area are in charge
with developing these documents, following a complex procedure that includes many
public consultations, considering the principles of prevention, caution and biodiversity
preservation. In Romania, most protected natural areas with a custodian/administrator
have approved management plans.

In Bulgaria, management plans should be undertaken by structures of the relevant
ministry, following the same procedure regarding public consultations. At least for the
time being, the protected natural areas in the target area of the project have no
management plans in force.

The following step should be the substantiation of special areas for conservation
both in Romania and Bulgaria; however, the process is delayed.

Besides these two directives, both countries have also ratified other international
conventions on the preservation of biodiversity, that have effects in all protected areas
and not only. They are: The Framework Convention on Water, the RAMSAR Convention, the
Bern Convention, the Rio de Janeiro Convention, the AEWA Convention, the CMS
Convention.
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Table 1. SWOT analysis of the current situation on biodiversity preservation in the Mehedinti-Vidin area

Strengt

hs

Both countries have signed many international conventions on
biodiversity preservation;

Both countries have stated Natura 2000 sites along the Danube, as
well as RAMSAR sites.

Both countries are members of various protected area networks at a
European level: Natura 2000, Danubeparks, The Green Corridor.
Similar national management on biodiversity conservation.

The protected natural areas declared in the Mehedinti county and the
Vidin, Montana and Vratsa districts are highly similar in terms of land
forms, natural habitats and protected wild species.

The existence of approved management plans in most protected
natural areas targeted by the project.

Some of the protected natural areas targeted by the project have
their own custodian/manager.

The existence of a system of compensatory payments in Bulgaria for
lands in Natura 2000 sites, as well as a system for agriculture
payments in Romania, so that anthropic pressure is less intense.

The implementation of projects in both countries envisaging bird
species present in the protected natural areas in the area targeted by
the project (pygmy cormorant, ferruginous duck, etc.).

The existence of a system of compensatory payments for forest
owners in the protected areas.

The existence of programmes ensuring European funds for cross-
border cooperation.

The existence of programmes for large infrastructure, facilitating the
access to funds for the rehabilitation/construction of the sewerage
system.

The existence of active and strong NGOs in the area, militating for
nature conservation and for people's education and awareness raising.
The existence of minimal infrastructure for visits to the protected
sights and awareness raising of local communities, in some protected
natural areas.

Weaknesses

- The failure to fully and properly comply with the conventions
ratified by the 2 countries.

- The absence of a proper management of RAMSAR sites.

- The embankment of the Danube’s shores, the drainage of inner
ponds have resulted in the destabilisation of wetland
ecosystems.

- The absence or the improper implementation of domestic
waste management.

- The absence of an efficient management of waste water and
rain water.

- Due the low living standard in the two regions, the population
and the local public administration are only concerned with
nature preservation to a very low extent.

- Some of the protected natural areas in this area do not have
their own custodian/manager.

- Some of the protected natural areas in this area do not have a
developed and approved management plan, or a biodiversity
monitoring plan.

-  The specific infrastructure for protected natural areas
(thematic paths, visit routes, visit centres, information and
documentary panels) is not enough.

- The absence of a state budget for the management of
protected natural areas in Romania, so that biodiversity
protection and conservation is very difficult, and self-financing
is not a viable solution for the moment.

- The absence of a joint promotion strategy.

- The absence of a database on invasive species,
distribution and their social and economic impact.

their
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The existence of a traditional extensive agricultural system, based on
crop rotation and moderate automation. This comes after the
intensive agriculture characteristic of the 70s-90s.

Natural reservations have been declared by public authorities on both
shores, suggesting minimal attention of political stakeholders
regarding environmental issues.

Traffic intensity is not very high in the rural area of the protected
natural areas targeted by the project.

No large industrial centres are found in the area targeted by the
project.

Opport

unities

Accessing EU funds for the development of cross-border integrated
management plans, applicable in the neighbouring protected natural
areas, along the Danube.

The designation of RAMSAR sites and/or cross-border biosphere
reserves.

Accessing EU funds for the development of joint plans for monitoring
bird species.

Identifying, mapping and assessing ecosystemic services, especially in
the neighbouring protected natural areas.

Re-establishing natural elements in the Danube lowlands, by
continuing the projects implemented by relevant NGOs in the two
countries.

Developing a joint strategy for the promotion, information and
awareness raising of local communities in protected natural areas.
Developing a joint infrastructure for visit and education.

Developing a joint strategy for the management of invasive species.
The existence of fisheries in the targeted area of the project may
result in the development of specific joint Romanian-Bulgarian
activities: fishing competitions, fish-based gastronomy, fairs, etc.

Threats

- The abandonment of agricultural lands, of extensive grazing
favours degradation and loss of biodiversity.

- Planting and replanting tree species classified as invasive.

- Along the times, forest management has resulted in the
development of equiennial, mono-specific forests, also having
an impact at the level of shrubs and grass.

- Changing the usage category of lands.

- Poaching related to fish, hunting, as well as species of
herpetofauna (Testudo graeca - the spur-thighed tortoise - is
captured and eaten by Vidin locals, species of a hunting
interest are captured in Romania through forbidden methods,
etc.).

- The improper storage of domestic waste, resulting
environmental polluttion and landscape degradation.

- The use of a large quantity of chemical fertilizers affects both
surface water, and the soil and groundwater.

in
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Chapter 3 Description of protected natural areas in the Mehedinti - Vidin - Vratsa cross-
border area. Limits, internal zoning, abiotic and biotic environment (flora and fauna
species of a community interest and natural habitats of a European interest).

3.1. Geographical location, land forms, climate, limits and internal zoning

The Natura 2000 network became functional in both Romania and Bulgaria in 2007,
when the first sites of community importance and the first special protection areas for
birds and fauna were declared. Thus, in the cross-border area of Mehedinti - Vidin -
Montana-Vratsa, right next to the Danube, the following Natura2000 sites have been
declared:

- Mehedinti: ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier, ROSPA0026 Cursul Dunarii Bazias-Portile de Fier
(the course of the Danube Bazias - Portile de Fier), ROSPA0O080 Muntii Almajului Locvei
(Almajului Locvei Mountains), ROSCI0O173 Padurea Starmina (Starmina Forest), ROSCI0306
Jiana, ROSCI0299 Dunarea la Garla Mare - Maglavit (the Danube at Garla Mare - Maglavit),
ROSPA 0011 Blahnita, ROSPA0046 Gruia - Garla Mare.

-Vidin - Montana-Vratsa: according to the Habitats Directive - BG0000182 Orsoia,
BG000527 Kozloduy, BG0000199 Tsibar, BG0000528 The Steppe Vadin Island, BGO000334
Ostrov, BGO0000614 Ogosta, BG0000497 Archar, BG0000533 The Kozloduy Islands,
BG0000532 The Gemini Island, BG0000552 The Cutovo Island, and according to the Birds
Directive - BG0002009 Zlatiata, BG0002008 The Island at Gorni Tsibar, BG0002006 Orsoia
Fisheries, BG0002007 Ibisa Island, BG0002104 The Tsibar Lake, BG0002067 Golia Island.

The "Plums for junk” project has envisaged 3 protected natural areas in Romania
and 4 protected natural areas in Bulgaria: ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier, ROSCI0173 Padurea
Starmina (the Starmina Forest), ROSPA0011 Blahnita, BG0002009 Zlatyata, BG0000199
Tsibar, BG0002067 The Golia Island and BG0000182 Orsoya.

From an administrative point of view, these protected natural areas overlap the
land of Mehedinti county (Romania) and of the Vidin, Vratsa and Montana districts.

The Mehedinti county is located in the south-west of Romania, on the left shore of
the Danube, bordering Caras-Severin to the west, Gorj to the north Dolj to the east and
Serbia and Bulgaria to the south. The settlements included in the territory of the
protected areas targeted by the project, as well as the percentages of their surface are
found in the table below.

The Vidin district is located in the north-west of Bulgaria, bordering Romania to the
north, Serbia to the west, the Sofia district to the south and Vratsa to the east.

The Montana district is located in the north-west of Bulgaria, bordering Romania to
the north, Vidin to the west, the Sofia district to the south and Vratsa to the east.

The Vratsa district is located in the north-west of Bulgaria, bordering Romania to
the north, Montana to the west, the Sofia district to the south, Pleven to the north-east
and Lovech to the south-east.

The settlements in the territory of the protected areas in Bulgaria are found in the
table below.

The relevant area includes all forms of land, from mountains to plains. Although
the mountain region of Mehedinti does not have very high peaks, mountains have an
outstanding value in terms of landscape, thus contributing to Romania's cultural and
touristic heritage. A special element, actually characteristic for the entire area targeted
by "Plums for junk", is the Danube, whose influence is seen at a geo-morphological level,
but also in social, cultural and touristic terms and in biodiversity.

Thus, the mountain area of the Mehedinti county, specific to the protected natural
areas targeted by the project, is represented by the Almajului Mountains (about 900 m
high) and the Mehedinti Mountains, to a much smaller extent. The Mehedinti Plateau is the
following geo-morphological structure in this area, with a very diverse geological
structure, which reflects directly upon the biotic environment.
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To the downstream of Drobeta Turnu Severin, starting from Hinova, the land mostly
includes plains; the Romanian Plain begins from here.

A special place in this geo-morphological succession is occupied by the Danube
lowlands, which define all the protected natural areas in the studied territory.

The north-west of Bulgaria includes hills and plain areas.

The region has a temperate-continental climate, with strong Mediterranean
influences. At a local level, the climate is influenced by the land forms, which is why, for
instance, in the north-west of Bulgaria, located between the Danube and the Stara Planina
Mountains, winters are very cold, and summers are hot and draughty.

Precipitations range from 550 to 750 ml/year, distributed almost uniformly along
the year, but very draughty summers have also been reported.

The hydrography of the south-west of Romania and the north-west of Bulgaria is
represented by the Danube, as the main river. The two accumulation lakes were built in
this segment of the Danube.

The main water courses flowing into the Danube in this region are as follows:
Mraconia, Eselnita, Cerna, Bahna, Slatinic, Topolnita, Cosustea, Motru, Blahnita, in
Romania. The main water courses flowing into the Danube in Bulgaria are: Timok,
Topolovets, Arciar, Vidbol, Lom, Cicilska, Komatitsa, Gramadska, Statevska and Skomplea,
in the Vidin district Ogosta, Lom and Tzibritza in Montana, and Leva, Cherna, in Vratsa.

The limits of protected natural areas and internal zoning

ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier - the southern limit is the navigable portion of the
Danube and the border with Serbia, the western limit is partially the border with Serbia,
partially the administrative territory of the Socol commune; to the north, the limit is given
by the peaks of the Locvei and Almajului Mountains, and from an administrative point of
view by the territory of the communes Carbunari, Sopotu Nou, Bania, Mehadia, Toplet,
Ciresu, and the city of Drobeta Turnu Severin to the east.

ROSCI0173 Starmina Forest neighbours the Blahnita site to the south, the Rogova
commune to the north and north-east and Hinova to the west.

ROSPAO0O11 Blahnita is delimited as follows: to the south, by the Danube, to the
east by territories belonging to Garla Mare, to the north by Jiana, Patule, Vanju Mare, and
to the east by territories belonging to Drobeta Turnu Severin.

BG0002009 Zlatyata is located in the north-west of Bulgaria, in the Danubian Plain,
between the Danube and Kozloduy to the north, connecting Valcedram and Heiredin to the
south of the road and the rivers Tsibritsa and Ogosta to the west and east. It covers a
plateau with open pastures, assimilated to steppes and arable land.

BG0000199 Tsibar is located in the north-west of Bulgaria, in the immediate
neighbourhood of Dorni Tsibar, to the south-east. It borders Stanevo to the south-west and
the Danube to the south.

BG0002067 Golia Island is a Danubian island located in the north-west of Bulgaria,
to the east of Vidin, between river kms 798 and 802, to the south of the Cutovo and
Slanotrun villages. The territory of the protected natural area includes the major bed, the
river itself and 2/3 of the territory of the island, up to the border with Romania.

BG0000182 Orsoya is a protected natural area in the north-west of Bulgaria,
bordering the Danube to the north, Lom to the east, and Orsoya to the south.
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Table 1 Short description of Natura 2000 sites: status, surface, management

Name of | Stat | Surface | Limits Communities Manager/custo | PM Interna | Overlap
the us (hectar dian l
protected es) zoning
area
BG0002009 | SPA | 43 498, Villages Butan, Glojene, Criva Bara, | None, on the | No No BG000527 Kozloduy
Zlatiata 73 Harlets, Bazovets, Septemvritsii, | control Partially BGO000199 Tsibar
Gorni  Tsibar, Zlatia, Razgrad, | territory of the
Manastirishte, Mihailovo, Hairedin, | Vratsa and
Sofronievo Towns Kozloduy Montana
Regional
Environmental
Inspectorates
BG0002008 | SPA | 218,423 | E23°57'25 | Village Gorni Tsibar The control | No No BG0000199 Tsibar
Island next N43°80'19 territory of the Tsibar Island Reserve
to Gorni 4 Montana
Tsibar Regional
Environmental
and Water
Inspectorate
BG0002006 | SPA 475.46 | 43°79'06" | Town Lom No No BG0000182 Orsoya Orsoya
Orsoya 23°09'03" Reserve
fisheries
BG02007 SPA 399.31 | 43°82'44 " | Villages Gorni Tsibar and Dolni Tsibar No No Partially overlapping the
Ibisha 23°51'86" | municipality Valcedram. territory of BG0000119 Tsibar
island natural reserve "Ibisha
Cross-border RAMSAR  site
Bistret - Ibisha islands
BG0002104 | SPA 909.77 Villages Dolni Tsibar, Stanevo No No BG0000199 Tsibar

Tsibar pond

Municipalities Valcedram and Lom
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BG0002067 | SPA 414.56 | 44°01'44 Village Cutovo Municipality Vidin | The control | No No BG0000552 Cutovo island
Golia island 23°98'83" territory of the

Montana

Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
BG0000182 | SCI 2949.41 | 43°78'5" Villages Arcear, Dobri Dol, Orsoya, No No BG0002006 Orsoya fisheries
Orsoya 23°05'06" | Slivata Towns Dimovo and Lom
BG0000527 | SCI 125.38 | 23.609700 | Village Gorni Tsibar Town Kozloduy No No BG0002009 Zlatiata Natural
Kozloduy 43.784900 Reserve Kozloduy
BG0000199 | SCI 2971.73 | 23.512222 | Villages Gorni Tsibar, | The control | No No BG0002008 Island next to
Tsibar 43.811944 | Dolni Tsibar, Zlatia, Municipality | territory of the Gorni Tsibar

Valcedram Montana
Village Stanevo , Municipality Lom Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
BG0000528 | SCI 301.29 | 24.157700 | Villages Gorni Vadin si Ostrov, | The control | No No
Steppe 43.674000 | Municipality Oriahovo territory of the
Vadin island Vratsa Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
BG0000334 | SCI 3918.6 | 43.690000 | Villages Galovo, Liascovets, Ostrov, | The control | No No
Ostrov 24.076389 | Salanovtsi Town Oriahovo territory of the

Vratsa Regional
Environmental
and Water
Inspectorate
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BG0000614 | SCI 1365.74 | 43.727700 | Villages Butan, Glojene, Criva Bara, No No
Ogosta 23.866100 | Harlets, Saraevo, Sofronievo,
river Voivodevo Towns Oriahovo amd
Mizia

BG0000497 | SCI 808.65 | 43.799444 | Village Arcear No No
Archar 22.952222
BG0000533 | SCI 909.03 | 43.771800 | Village Harlets The control | No No
Kozloduy 23.780000 | Town Kozloduy territory of the
islands Vratsa Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
BG0000532 | SCI 606.24 | 43.848500 | Villages Botevo, Jeglitsa, Simeonovo, | The control | No No N.R. Bliznatzi island
Bliznatzi 22.852200 | Arcear territory of the
island Town Dunavtsi Montana

Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
BG0000552 | SCI 118.33 | 44.013800 | Village Cutovo The control | No No BG0002067 "Golia island” N.R.
Cutovo 22.994500 territory of the The Kutovo Island
island Montana

Regional

Environmental

and Water

Inspectorate
ROSPA0026 | SPA | 9903.70 | 44.655000 | Communes: Eselnita, Dubova, | P.N.R. Yes Yes ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier
The 21.838889 | Svinita, Berzasca, Sichevita, | Romsilva Portile de Fier Natural Park,
Danube’s Coronini, Pojejena, Socol* Administratia N.R. Balta Nera Danube,
course Towns: Drobeta Turnu Severin, | Parcului Divici  Pojejena  Wetland,
Bazias- Orsova, Moldova Noua Natural Portile Calinovat Wetland, Ostrovul
Portile de de Fier R.A. Moldova  Veche  Wetland,
Fier Ramsar site

10
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ROSPAOO80 | SPA | 118141. | 44.670556 | Communes: Breznita - Ocol, | P.N.R. Yes Yes ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier
Almajului- 60 21.983889 | llovita, Eselnita, Dubova, Svinita, | Romsilva Portile de Fier Natural Park,
Locvei Bania, Berzasca, | Administratia N.R. Balta Nera Danube,
Mountains Carbunari, Garnic, Naidas, | Parcului N.R. Bazias, N.R. Valea Mare,
Pojejena, Sfanta Elena, | Natural Portile N.R. The Water Cave in the
Sichevita, Socol, Sopotu Nou, Toplet. | de Fier R.A. Poleva Valley, Paleontological
Towns: Drobeta Turnu Severin, N.R. Svinita Fossiliferous Lake,
Orsova, Moldova Noua N. R. Cazanele Mici si Mari, N.
R. Duhovna Hill,
Paleontological N. R. Bahna,
N. R. Cracul Crucii, N. R.
Oglanic, N. R. Cracul Gaioara,
Ramsar site
ROSPAOO11 | SPA | 43710.7 | 44.425278 | Communes: Hinova - 56%, Burila | WWF Romania | Yes No ROSCIO173 Starmina Forest
Blahnita 0 22.638056 | Mare - 98%, Vanjulet - 4%, Gruia - | and SOR ROSCIO306 Jiana  Ostrovul
27%, Jiana-53%, Gogosu 99%, Corbului-Hinova Wetland, N.R.
Devesel - 95%, Patulele - 1% Bunget Forest, N. R. Starmina
Forest, Ramsar site
ROSPAQO46 | SPA 2963 | 44.013905 | Communes: Gruia, Pristol, Garla | None Yes No Garla Mare - Salcia Wetland
Gruia 22.015563 | Mare, Vrata
Garla Mare

11
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ROSCI0206 | SCI 125542. | 44.665833 Communes: Mehedinti: | P.N.R. Yes Yes ROSPA0026 The Danube course
Portile de 60 21.979722 | Breznita - Ocol - 22%, Drobeta Turnu | Romsilva Bazias Portile de Fier,
Fier Severin - 51%, Ilovita - 65%, Orsova- | Administratia ROSPAO080 Almajului - Locvei
82%, Eselnita - 58%, Dubova - 93%, | Parcului Mountains, Portile de Fier
Svinita - 99%; in Caras - Severin: | Natural Portile Natural Park N. R. Balta Nera -
Bania - < 1%, Berzasca - 93%, | de Fier R.A. Danube, Calinovat Wetland,
Carbunari - 36%, Garnic - > 99%, Divici-Pojejena Wetland,
Moldova Noua - 88%, Naidas - < 1%, Ostrovul  Moldova  Veche
Pojejena - 98%, Sfanta Elena - 98%, Wetland, N. R. Baziar, N. R.
Sichevita - 84%, Socol - 19%, Sopotu Valea Mare, N.R. The Water
Nou - 28%, Toplet - 9%. Cave in the Poleva Valley,
Paleontological N.R. Svinita
Fossiliferous Lake, N. R.
Cazanele Mici si Mari, N. R.
Duhovna Hill, Paleontological
N. R. Bahna, N. R. Cracul
Crucii, N. R. Oglanic, N. R.
Cracul Gaioara, Ramsar site
ROSCIO173 | SCI 2768 | 44.501283 | Communes: Burila Mare - 2%, Devesel | D.S.  Drobeta | Yes ROSPA0011 Blahnita
The 22.763403 | - 7%, Hinova - 23% Turnu Severin
Starmina
Forest
ROSCI0306 | SCI 13415.8 | 44.402283 No Yes* | No ROSPA0011 Blahnita
Jiana 22.663308
ROSCI0299 | SCI 9494.6 | 44.118725 | Town Calafat, Communes Cetate, | No Yes No ROSPA0074 Maglavit
The Danube 22.925608 | Maglavit, Garla Mare, Pristol, Salcia, ROSPAQ046 Gruia - Garla Mare
at Garla Vrata N. R. The Cetate Pasture of
Mare - the Danube Lowlands
Maglavit

* Only on the site where it overlaps ROSPA0O011 Blahnita
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3.2. Description of local communities in the concerned area

The protected natural areas targeted by this document mostly overlap rural areas,
with an agricultural and pastoral profile.

The Svinita commune of Mehedinti - a commune with a single village, on the
Danube shore, on the western border of Mehedinti, with mostly Serbian population. As of
the 2011 census, it had 925 inhabitants, lower than the 2002 census. From a religious point
of view, they are Serbian Orthodoxes (the Julian style). Of the basic activities of the
community, we mention animal breeding, fishing, agriculture and tourism.

The Dubova commune - Mehedinti - a commune of Cazanele Dunarii, including
three villages: Baia Noua, Eibenthal and Dubova - capital. As of the 2011 census, Dubova
has 785 inhabitants, much lower than the 2002 census. In terms of nationality, the highest
percentage is held by Romanians (55%), along with Roma and Czech people. In terms of
religion, the majority is held by Romanian Orthodoxes (Gregorian style), and the Czech
population is Catholic.

Of the basic occupations of the community, we mention animal breeding,
agriculture and tourism. Tourism has soared in the last 10 years, due to the international
recognition of the beauty of the Danube Gorges, as well as the rock sculpture Decebal's
Face, at the border with the Eselnita commune.

The Eselnita commune - Mehedinti - a commune of Cazanele Dunarii, including
one village. From a demographical point of view, Eselnita has 2565 inhabitants, lower than
the 2002 census. Out of them, 71% are Romanians, followed by Roma people. From a
religious point of view, 90% of the population is Orthodox and almost 4% Catholic.

Major occupations are animal breeding and agricultural tourism. Tourism has soared
in the last 10 years, due to the international recognition of the beauty of the Danube
Gorges, as well as the rock sculpture Decebal's Face, at the border with the Dubova
commune.

The town of Orsova - Mehedinti - a municipality, located where the Cerna flows
into the Danube. From a demographical point of view, Orsova has 10411 inhabitants, lower
than the 2002 census. In terms of ethnicity, Romanians represent 87%, Roma people up to
2% and in terms of religion Orthodoxes are the most numerous, followed by the Greek
Catholics.

Basic occupations are fishing, tourism and the boat building industry. Orsova also
has a sports facility, where nautic sports are played.

The llovita commune - Mehedinti - including the villages of Moisesti, Bahna and
llovita, with 1316 inhabitants, lower than the 2002 census. In terms of ethnicity, most
inhabitants are Romanians - 97% and Orthodox.

The major occupation of the inhabitants is animal breeding; they are also renowned
for their specific manual sewing and weaving, combining elements of Banat and Oltenia.

The Breznita-Ocol commune - Mehedinti - including the villages Breznita-Ocol,
Magheru, Jidostita, Susita, with 3803 inhabitants, lower than as of the previous census,
mostly Romanian Orthodox. The main occupations of the inhabitants of the commune are
growing animals, agriculture, beekeeping, vine growing.

The city of Drobeta Turnu Severin - the Gura Vaii neighbourhood - Mehedinti
county - a part of Drobeta Turnu Severin, the county capital, Gura Vaii is included in the
ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier protected natural area. From a demographical point of view,
Gura Vaii has 4711 inhabitants, lower than the 2002 census. In terms of ethnicity,
Romanians are a majority - 88%, and the Roma occupy the second place.

The Hinova commune - Mehedinti - including the villages Bistrita, Carjei, Hinova
and Ostrovul Corbului. From a demographical point of view, Hinova has 2849 inhabitants,
lower than the 2002 census. From a demographical point of view, Hinova has mostly
Romanian Orthodox inhabitants.

The basic activities of the population are fishing, agriculture and tourism.

13



J SPATIU CONs SRI

Planning a Joint Strategy for the Management of Protected Areas along the Danube, from the Cross-Border Area of the
Mehedinti County in Romania and the Vidin-Oryahovo Municipalities in Bulgaria

The Burila Mare commune - Mehedinti - including Burila Mare, Crivina, Vrancea,
Tiganasi, lzvoru Frumos, with a population of 2239 inhabitants, mostly Romanian Orthodox.
Specific activities are land cultivation with cereals, vegetable growing, fish growing.

The Devesel commune - Mehedinti - including Devesel, Batoti, Bistretu, Tismana,
Scapau, Dunarea Mica. Its population includes 3710 inhabitants, mostly Romanian
Orthodox. The commune mostly deals with agriculture, and the vegetal and animal
breeding sector prevail, i.e. the main occupations are: vegetal production, animal
breeding, bird breeding, milling, the oil industry.

The Vanjulet commune - Mehedinti - including the villages of Hotarani and
Vanjulet, 1980 inhabitants, mostly Romanian Orthodox. Inhabitants mostly work in
agriculture.

The Jiana commune - Mehedinti - with a population of 4698 inhabitants, Jiana
includes the following villages: Jiana, Jiana-Mare, Jiana-Veche, Cioroboreni, Danceu.
Inhabitants are mostly Romanian, Orthodox, dedicated to animal breeding and plant
growing.

The Gruia commune - Mehedinti - including the villages of Izvoarele and Poiana
Gruii, with a population of 3216 inhabitants, mostly Romanian Orthodox and dedicated to
agriculture and tourism.

The Gogosu commune - Mehedinti - including the villages Gogosu, Balta Verde,
Burila Mica, Ostrovu Mare, Portile de Fier Il. The commune has 5446 inhabitants, most of
which are Romanian Orthodox, whose main activities are agriculture, fish growing,
beekeeping, milling and bakery.

The Butan - Vratsa village is included in the Kozloduy municipality, with a
population of 2828 inhabitants. In terms of ethnicity, most inhabitants are Bulgarians,
followed by Roma people. Most activities deal with agriculture.

The Glojene village - Vratsa - part of the Kozloduy municipality, with a population
of 1058 inhabitants, mostly Bulgarians, followed by the Roma. The main activity is
agriculture, but animal breeding also occupies a significant place.

The Kozloduy town - Vratsa - with 12723 inhabitants, the Kozloduy town has an
interesting history, but it has become known after the construction of the nuclear power
plant. In terms of ethnicity, most inhabitants are Bulgarian, but also Roma and Romanian.
The town is well developed from an economic point of view, with higher living standards
than many other Bulgarian settlements. Due to the presence of the nuclear power plant,
Kozloduy is a strategic point, important for the country's economy, as well as a touristic
attraction.

The Gorni Tsibar village - Montana is a small village in the Valcedram municipality,
with a population of 164 inhabitants. Most inhabitants are Bulgarian and most people work
in agriculture.

The Dolni Tsibar village - Montana - a village in the municipality of Valcedram,
Montana district, with a population of 1551 inhabitants, mostly Bulgarian Orthodox.

The Cutovo village - Vidin - a small village, with 695 inhabitants, mostly Bulgarian,
and traditional agricultural activities.

The Arcear village - Vidin - a village in the Dimovo municipality, with a population
of 2296 inhabitants, mostly Bulgarian. Basic activities are animal breeding and plant
growing.

The Dobri Dol commune - Montana - a village in the municipality of Lom, very
small, with fully Bulgarian population and mostly agricultural activities. The population
includes 114 inhabitants.

The Lom town - Montana - a town with more than 33000 inhabitants, mostly
Bulgarian.

The Zlatia commune - Montana - from the Vulchedrum municipality, located
between Lom and Kozloduy, with mostly Bulgarian population, including 770 inhabitants.
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3.3. Description of the landscape and cultural heritage of the concerned area

Ecotourism is a type of tourism quite underdeveloped in the area of the project, even though the concerned territory has an
outstanding potential, due to the many protected natural areas, the extremely high biodiversity and the cultural heritage of the area. This
very sector should be developed in all the protected natural areas targeted by the project, through specific infrastructure, through the
establishment of thematic paths, information and documentation centres, local tradition centres, etc.

Tourism can be developed in this entire area. The Mehedinti county and the Vidin district are best developed in terms of tourism, but
Montana and Vratsa also have many sights of a landscaping, cultural and historical interest.

Table 2 The cultural, historical and landscaping heritage in the Mehedinti - Vidin-Vratsa cross-border area

No. | Protected Ecotouristic/touristic sight | Location (u.a.t.) Brief description

natural
area

1 ROSCI0206 | The Svinita fossiliferous | Svinita Paleontological natural reserve, very important due to the fossils of

reserve ammonites.

2 ROSCI0206 | The Tricule Fortress Svinita A functional fortification in the 11™-16™ centuries, with a role of
defence, including 3 towers

3 ROSCI0206 | The Ethnographical Museum | Svinita -

4 ROSCI0206 | 6 archaeological sites Svinita -

5 ROSCI0206 | The water mills Svinita Water mills are traditional gears used by the locals to grind cereals.

6 ROSCI0206 | Cioaca Borii Svinita A rock mountain, renowned for its spectacular wild landscape and for
the presence of the Banat-specific black pine, a spontaneous tree in
the Svinita area.

7 ROSCI0206 | The Trescovat volcanic neck | Svinita A spectacular mountain peak, very significant for its specific
biodiversity.

8 ROSCI0206 | The Trescovat ecotouristic | Svinita The route starts from Stariste and covers a succession of natural

route habitats, reaching the Trescovat peak, where the landscape is
formidable, looking down on the entire Danube lowlands, in the Gorges
area.

9 ROSCI0206 | The Svinita-Tricule | Svinita The route starts from Svinita and covers a succession of natural

ecotouristic route habitats, crossing Cioaca Borii and reaching the Tricule fortress.

10 ROSCI0206 | The Svinita Natural | Svinita The thematic path is made for the young generation and is short, but

Amphitheatre thematic comprehensive. It starts from the village, reaching the area of the
path geological amphitheatre in Svinita.
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11 ROSCI0206 | Decebal's Statue Dubova The biggest rock sculpture of Europe, attracting thousands of tourists
every year.

12 ROSCI0206 | The Cazanele Mari | Dubova The route starts from Dubova and reaches the Ciucarul Mare plateau,

ecotouristic route where one can see the most spectacular gorges in Europe, towards
Eselnita.

13 ROSCI0206 | The Cazanele Mari Ponicova | Dubova The route starts from Dubova and reaches the Ciucarul Mare plateau,

ecotouristic route where one can see the most spectacular gorges in Europe, towards
Svinita.

14 ROSCI0206 | The Dubova-Cazanele Mici | Dubova The route starts from Dubova, crosses a succession of natural habitats,
ecotouristic route goes along specific constructions of the area and reaches the point

where the landscape covers Ciucaru Mare and the Dubova Gulf.

15 ROSCI0206 | The Cazanele Mici | Dubova The route starts from Dubova, at the entry from Orsova, and reaches
ecotouristic route the Ciucarul Mare plateau, where one can spectacularly see Ciucaru

Mare, the Dubova Gulf and Cazanele Mari.

16 ROSCI0206 | The Cazanele Mari and | Dubova The reserve is extremely important in terms of biodiversity, as the
Cazanele Mici complex place where the yellow tulip - Tulipa hungarica has become known.
reserve

17 ROSCI0206 | The Mraconia Monastery Dubova The Mraconia Monastery was erected on the site of a former point of
observation and guidance of ships on the Danube.

18 ROSCI0206 | The Ponicova Cave Dubova The largest cave in the Danube Gorges, with 3 galleries: an active one
and 2 fossil ones, one of them being known due to speleothems, the
other one for a significant colony of bats.

19 ROSCI0206 | The Veterani Cave Dubova The first mapped cave, standing out in terms of how it is accessed,
only from the Danube.

20 | ROSCI0206 | Information-documentation | Dubova An information-documentation centre for local communities regarding

centre protected natural areas, protected biodiversity.

21 ROSCI0206 | Information-documentation | Orsova Specific infrastructure for ecotourism and tourism.
centre, information point

22 ROSCI0206 | Sf. Ana Monastery, Orsova Important monasteries in the Mehedinti county.

La. | ROSCI0206 | The Catholic Cathedral Orsova The construction of the Catholic church was a curiosity, both through

/ its non-conformist shape, and its year of construction, 1972-1976, as
the only Catholic church constructed during the communist regime.

24 ROSCI0206 | The Coniferous Forests | Orsova A thematic path to educate the young generation regarding the species

thematic path

of deciduous and coniferous trees within the park.
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25 ROSCI0206 | The Bahna Paleontological | Ilovita A paleontological reserve known at a European level for its fossils of
Reserve gastropods, belemnites.

26 ROSCI0206 | The Duhovna Hill natural | llovita A forest natural area, for the protection of "osiac" forests, i.e. dried
reserve out hazelnut tree trunks.

27 ROSCI0206 | The Racovat-Baldovin | Ilovita The route crosses a succession of natural habitats, reaching the
ecotouristic route Baldovin peak, where a beautiful landscape over llovita can be seen.

28 ROSCI0206 | The Duhovna Hill-Vodita | Ilovita The route crosses the Duhovna Hill natural reserve and reaches the
ecotouristic route area of the Vodita Monastery, on the Vodita Valley.

29 ROSCI0206 | The Museum of the Portile | Drobeta Turnu | A major touristic point, providing information on when the water
de Fier | Power Plant Severin - Gura Vaii | power plant was built.

30 ROSCIO206 | The St. Peter's Cross | Drobeta Turnu | The route starts from Gura Vaii and reaches the Crucii area, above the
ecotouristic route Severin - Gura Vaii | Cracu Crucii reserve, very important for its endemic flower

biodiversity.

31 ROSCI0206 | The Cracul Crucii natural | Drobeta Turnu | A botanic natural reserve, small in surface, but extremely important
reserve Severin - Gura Vaii | due to the presence of endemic species.

32 ROSCI0206 | The Fata Virului natural | Drobeta Turnu | A forest natural reserve, important for the vegetal associations specific
reserve Severin - Gura Vaii | to Mediterranean areas.

33 ROSCI0206 | The Cracul Gaioara natural | Drobeta Turnu | A botanic natural reserve, small in surface, but extremely important
reserve Severin - Gura Vaii | due to the presence of endemic species.

34 | ROSCI0206 | The Valea  Oglanicului | Drobeta Turnu | A botanic natural reserve, small in surface, but extremely important
natural reserve Severin - Gura Vaii | due to the presence of endemic species.

35 ROSCI0206 | The Varanic natural reserve | Breznita-Ocol A botanic natural reserve, small in surface, but extremely important

due to the presence of endemic species.

36 ROSCIO173 | The Starmina Forest natural | Hinova Declared reserve for the protection of the butcher's broom - Ruscus
reserve aculeatus.

37 ROSPAOO11 | The Roman Castrum in | Hinova -
Hinova

38 | ROSPA0011 | The Crivina archaeological | Burila Mare Settlement from the 10™-12™ centuries
site

39 | ROSPA0011 | The Izvoru Frumos | Burila Mare Settlement from the 11™-14™ centuries
archaeological site

40 ROSPAOO11 | The Tiganasi "La pompe" | Burila Mare Necropolis from the Roman ages, settlement from the 3™ - 1%
archaeological site centuries B.C.

41 ROSPAOO11 | The Vrancea archaeological | Burila Mare Settlement from the 2"-3™ centuries
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site
42 ROSPAO011 | The church from Dunarea | Deveselu -
Mica
43 ROSPAOO11 | The Ostrovul Mare Island - | Gogosu -
the Portile de Fier Il Water
Power Plant
44 BG0002067 | The Baba Vida Fortress Vidin, close to | It is a cultural monument of national importance, one of the top 100
ANP Bulgarian touristic sights. It is one of the best preserved medieval
fortresses in Bulgaria. The sight includes many attractions, a small
collection museum, it is used as a setting for movies, theatre stage,
concertos, etc.
45 BG0002067 | Ancient Ratsiaria Vidin, close to | An old town from the Ulpia Traiana Ratiaria (Rastiaria) colony, the
BG0000182 ANP most important Roman and Byzantine centre of north-west Bulgaria.
46 BG0000182 | The Borunska Church Lom -
47 BG0000182 | The Asparuh bridge Lom -
48 BG0000182 | The Historical Museum of | Lom -
Lom
49 BG0002009 | The Church of St. Peter and | Vidin A monument dedicated to the victims of the First World War in Cutovo
Paul was also built inside the monastery, which dates back to 1873.
50 | BG0002009 | The Popova Inn Vratsa The inn is famous because the revolutionary Hristo Botev is said to
have stopped here.
51 BG0002009 | The St. Georgi | Vratsa -
Pobedonosets Monastery
52 BG0002009 | The Radetsky Museum Kozloduy An Austrian-Hungarian steam-powered passenger ship, built in 1851 and
used for transportation on the Danube. Famous due to the
revolutionary Hristo Botev.
53 BG0002009 | The Hristo Botev monument | Kozloduy The monument is located next to the museum, it is a 20 m high
obelisk, a part of the "Botev's Road" historical and cultural complex.
54 BG0002009 | The Asparuhov val | Kozloduy A historical and cultural site, Khan Asparuh, the founder of the
monument Bulgarian state, is said to have erected this temporary fortress in the

7™ century.
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3.4. General description of the biotic environment

The biodiversity in the protected natural areas in the concerned territory covers all
fauna groups whose species are protected at a community level, as well as species of flora
and specific vegetal associations for habitats of a community interest and priority
habitats. In the analysis of the biotic environment, it should be considered that, out of the
protected natural areas envisaged by the project, 4 are declared for wild bird protection
and 3 are declared for the protection of flora, wild fauna (other than birds) and natural
habitats. As shown in the table below, these sites totally or partially overlap other
protected natural areas, some of a national interest, some of a community and
international interest.

Thus, the interest area of the project includes, upon consultation of the official
reports of Natura 2000 sites, 17 species of mammals, 5 species of reptiles, 18 species of
fish, 17 species of non-vertebrates, 13 species of plants and 86 species of birds. 33 types of
habitats with a community interest were identified in the concerned area.

However, biodiversity has no limits, which is why the conservation measures to be
applied in a certain area should be integrated, meet ecosystemic requirements, help
maintain or improve habitats, as they directly reflect in the populational state of a certain
species.

Non-vertebrates are the group that is perhaps best represented, but also least
studied. However, standard forms may show that many species of a community interest are
present in the protected natural areas in the project territory. The ecological study of
these species provides extremely significant information for the quality of ecosystems in
protected natural areas, especially since a very high percentage is represented by wetland
and aquatic ecosystems.

Since one of the limits of the protected natural areas, depending on their
geographical position, is traced by the Danube, these protected natural areas are very
important for fish species, both of a community and of a national interest. Fish growing is
one of the traditional activities specific to the entire area envisaged by the project.

Amphibians and reptiles are very well represented in this area in terms of quality;
many species of a community interest are known, whose populations are viable in the
territory, but are not included in the standard forms of Natura 2000 sites. These species
may be used as bioindicators, considering the lifestyle of amphibians.

The targeted area is renowned for the significant amounts of ferruginous duck,
pygmy cormorant, great bustard, lesser white-fronted goose, Dalmatian pelican, corn
crake, white-tailed eagle. The fact that two of the protected natural areas targeted by the
project are declared RAMSAT sites underlines their importance for an impressive number of
birds, in terms of both quality and quantity, in all biological and ecological phases
(nesting, reproduction, chicken growing, feeding, rest). The Danube, the common factor of
all protected natural areas targeted by the project, is the main way of migration of
relevant animals (micro mammals, birds).

Of mammal species, due to the varied land forms and geographical position, the
protected natural area ROSCI0206 Portile de Fier includes all large carnivore species
specific to the Carpathian chain, species of large herbivores, as well as micro mammals.

In terms of micro mammals (rodents, chiroptera), important populations of suslik
are known from the natural areas of Starmina (fully overlapping ROSPAOO11 Blahnita) and
BG000182 Zlatyata.

In the target area of the project, many species shown in the standard forms of
Natura 2000 sites are endemic, rare or endangered, so that their protection is imperative,
either autonomously or through the protection of the relevant vegetal association.

Many of these protected natural areas are fish growing facilities with extensive
fishing, which allows the development of specific hydro and hygrophilic vegetation. This
aspect is very important from the viewpoint of habitats for nesting and growing chicken of
water bird species. At the same time, this vegetation is the ideal place for the hibernacles
of amphibian and reptile species.
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Chapter 4 Purpose, general objectives and preservation actions in order to improve the
preservation status of protected natural areas.

4.1. The purpose of the strategy

The implementation of joint actions with a view to increasing the protection,
conservation of biodiversity and the specific landscape and increasing the awareness,
education and promotion of the Vratsa-Vidin-Mehedinti region. This purpose will be
reached as stakeholders sign a memorandum.

4.2. The objectives of the strategy

The objectives of the strategy:

A.) Implementing actions aimed at enhancing knowledge on specific biodiversity and
landscape in the project targeted area.

B.) Increasing the awareness, information and education of local communities, as well
as enhancing the touristic and ecotouristic promotion of the project targeted area.

C.) Developing joint projects with a view to enhancing the administrative and
institutional capacity of managers/custodians of protected areas, as well as
administrative territorial units within the protected areas.
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4.3. The plan of measures for the preservation of wild flora and fauna species and natural habitats of a community interest.
4.3.1. ) General management actions to improve the preservation status and the protection of protected items

Table 3 General management actions to improve the preservation status and the protection of protected items

No. | Identified general action Protected Targeted Implementation officer
natural area species/habitats
1. Drawing up and enforcing specific and integrated | BG0002009, All Manager/custodian
management plans BG0000199,
BG0002067,
BG000198
2. Drawing up and enforcing a monitoring plan All Optimally all; critically | Manager/custodian
those holding priority Research institutions
NGOs
3. Identifying and mapping the distribution of | All All Manager/custodian
species and habitats with priority and a Research institutions
community interest NGOs
4. Mapping and assessing the state of preservation of | All All Manager/custodian
ecosystems and ecosystemic services Research institutions
NGOs
5. Drawing up and enforcing a communication | All All Manager/custodian
strategy Education institutions
Local and regional media
6. Ecologisation/hygienisation of protected areas All All Manager/custodian
Territorial administrative units
NGOs
7. Establishing ecological networks and restoring | All All The relevant ministry
river and wetland connectivity NGOs,
Manager/custodian
8. Improving cross-sectoral professional training for | All Indirectly, all Manager/custodian
the managers and partner groups of wetlands NGOs
The relevant ministry
9. Preventing and limiting the dispersion of invasive, | All All Local public authorities
allochthonous and indigenous species Manager/custodian
NGOs
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4.3.2.) Description of general management actions, prioritisation, recommendations
for joint programmes.
General action 1 - Drawing up and enforcing specific and integrated management plans

Management plans are the essential documents based on which any protected
natural area must function. Management plans in Romania are approved either by a
government decision or by a ministry order, and custodians or managers are in charge with
drawing them up. In Bulgaria, the Ministry of Environment and Water assigns management
plans to public bodies and their relevant divisions, to municipalities and their associations,
to scientific or academic institutions or non-governmental environmental organisations.

Of the protected natural areas envisaged by this project, all the 3 protected areas
in Mehedinti have an approved or a pending management plan, 2 of which are integrated
management plans, considering their overlap with several protected areas. None of the
protected areas in Vidin has a custodian or a management plan, which is a great danger for
biodiversity, as this document can actually regulate the economic activities that may be
undertaken within or in the neighbourhood of the protected areas.

Priority: 1
Recommendations: drawing up integrated management plans for the overlapping sites, as
well as a joint management plan for restoring the natural environment of the Danube
Lowlands. Meetings of stakeholders in the two areas in order to implement joint
management measures, especially for the waters of the Danube river.
General action 2 - Drawing up and enforcing a monitoring plan

The biodiversity monitoring plan is strictly and imperatively required in each
protected natural area, especially for the wild flora and fauna species and the natural
habitats such areas were declared for. Even though the protected areas targeted by the
project are not adjacent or equivalent, joint monitoring protocols may be implemented in
common species, especially since the Danube is a shared environmental factor.
Priority: 1
Recommendations: drawing up a joint work plan, establishing common species, common
parameters, periodicity. This recommendation would result in stronger relations between
stakeholders, along with a joint exercise in the protection and conservation of Natura 2000
sites.
General action 3 - Identifying and mapping the distribution of species and habitats with
priority and a community interest

The distribution of wild flora and fauna, as well as natural habitats may be mapped
along monitoring activities. Mapping provides concrete data on the distribution of
biodiversity elements of a community interest, and it is especially relevant in terms of
priority species and habitats. Such an activity results in maps which may be used by all
stakeholders.
Priority: 1
Recommendations: The activity may be undertaken pursuant to a joint work plan, but one
cannot talk of dependent results in terms of habitats and most terrestrial species.
However, in terms of fish species and bird species, this activity can be jointly approached.
General action 4 - Mapping and assessing the state of preservation of ecosystems and
ecosystemic services

The mapping of natural ecosystems and ecosystemic services is one of the major
outcomes of projects in the new financing period, according to EU programmes. Whether
Romanian and Bulgarian experts have enough experience on ecosystemic services and their
quantification, in order to map natural ecosystems.

Priority: 1
Recommendations. The assessment, quantification and mapping of ecosystemic services
may be undertaken based on a joint work plan, considering the Danube, that joins the two
regions.
General action 5 - Drawing up and enforcing a communication strategy
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A communication strategy is useful and necessary for any manager/custodian of a
protected natural area, since protected areas are likely to be considered an obstacle for
economic development. Thus, a communication strategy is a highly useful device
establishing communication ways and methods, as well as target groups and favourable
periods for communication.

Priority: 2
Recommendations. A joint communication strategy should be drawn up and implemented,
with specific activities for the areas of interest, considering that most of the territory is
highly similar in terms of land forms, biodiversity, the status of protected natural areas
and social and economic aspects.

General action 6 - Ecologisation/hygienisation of protected areas

This recurrent activity for every manager/custodian of a protected natural area has
also been a basic activity within this project. The issue is far from being solved; national
policies should be implemented for each individual partner. Besides the visual impact of
domestic waste upon visitors, its impact on public health and biodiversity is significant as
well. Such activities must be undertaken on a regular basis, along with conc