CITIZEN'S SUMMARY 
of the Annual Implementation Report for 2015 regarding the
Romania-Bulgaria Interreg V-A Programme
The programme goal is to develop the border area between the two countries by financing joint projects. The total budget of the Programme is 258.504.126 euro (out of which 215.745.513 euro ERDF). The funds are allocated to 6 directions (priority axes):
1.    A well connected region (96,450,936 euro)

2.    A green region (63,454,564 euro)

3.    A safe region (48,225,468 euro)

4.    A skilled and inclusive region (17,767,279 euro)

5.    An efficient region (12,690,913)

6.    Technical assistance (19,914,966)

What has the Programme achieved? 
The main results of the Programme achieved so far, are: 
· Approval of the programme by the European Commission in February 2015. 

· Setting up the framework needed for starting the programme implementation, namely: establishing the Monitoring committee and approval of the related documents (Description of the Management and Control system, Communication Strategy and Visual Identity Manual, Programme Evaluation Plan, Anti-Fraud Strategy, Multi-Annual Technical Assistance Strategy, Project Manual Implementation)
· Launching two calls for proposals, covering the entire financial allocation at Programme level, as follows: 

· 1st call for proposals for PA 1, 2, 3, deadlines: 30th of June 2015 for soft projects (projects which do not have an infrastructure component or which do not grant more than half of the total eligible budget to purchase of equipment) and 30th of September 2015 for hard projects (projects which have an infrastructure component or which grant more than half of the total eligible budget for the purchase of equipment).

· 2nd call for proposals for PA 4 and 5, deadline: 15th of March 2016.  The total budget allocated to this call was 30,458,192 Eur, out of which 25,889,462 Eur ERDF. 

· Selecting soft projects under the first call: the first 36 applications were selected by the Monitoring Committee. Out of these 23 projects had available financial allocation, the rest of the projects being included in a reserve list (with a total contracted value of 17,304,315.57 euro).

· Evaluation of the hard projects, submitted under the first call for proposals: a number   of   153 projects submitted, with a total value of approximately 784 million Eur are under   evaluation. The assessment is expected to be finalised during 2016.
Who will benefit? 

The entire programme area and population shall benefit from the results of the operations financed by the programme, as many of them are tackling the general problems of the area (e.g. accessibility and traffic safety, environmental and cultural issues, risk protection etc.). For example, from the available data provided within the 23 selected projects with available financial funds: 
· 3 joint mechanisms shall contribute to the improvement of the cross-border accessibility (road infrastructure)

· 39 integrated tourism products/services shall be created; these shall attract around 100,630 tourists in the area
· 22 common strategies or management plans for cultural and natural heritage shall be developed
· 34,002 hectares of nature and biodiversity shall attain a better conservation  

· almost 5 million persons shall benefit from actions of risk management.  
The direct beneficiaries of the selected operations were the public administrations of counties/districts of the eligible area, the NGOs acting on the environment and cultural fields, etc. 
You can follow us on:

http://interregrobg.eu 
https://www.facebook.com/RomaniaBulgariaCbcProgramme?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/ROBGProgramme
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtgRgCcdOK5D2ZsBJrMPXew/videos
https://www.instagram.com/interregrobg/
